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PREFACE. 


The  piincipal  object  which  I have  had  in 
view  ill  publishing-  the  following  Cases  and 
Observations  in  Surgery,  and  in  selecting  the 
former  exclusively  from  the  records  of  my 
pi-actice  at  the  St.  George’s  and  St.  James’s 
Dispensary,  has  been,  to  lay  before  the  Go- 
vernors of  that  infant,  but  very  useful  In- 
stitution, and  the  Public,  a more  detailed  and 
practical  exemplification  of  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  benefits  it  is  calculated  to  con- 
fer on  the  objects  of  their  care  and  benevo- 
lence than  is,  or  could  be,  introduced  into 
the  Annual  printed  Report  of  the  Monthly 
Committee;  and  I have  been  encouraged  in 
the  undertaking  by  the  hope,  that  such  a de- 
tail may  not  only  tend  to  confirm  the  original 
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contributors  in  the  support  they  have  hitherto 
bestowed  on  that  Charity,  but  also  prove  a 
means  of  rendering  the  List  of  Subscribers 
to  it  still  more  numerous  and  extensive. 

Amongst  the  many  charitable  institutions 
which  elevate  and  distinguish  the  character  of 
this  country  above  that  of  any  other  nation  in 
the  world,  there  is  none,  perhaps,  that  affords 
so  much  direct  and  efficient  aid  to  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  sick  poor,  in  proportion  to  its 
means,  as  a public  Dispensary:  none,  the 
value  of  whose  assistance  is  more  justly  ap- 
preciated and  acknowledged  by  the  indigent 
ranks  of  society ; and  none,  which  returns  to 
the  community  at  large  a more  effectual  re- 
muneration and  equivalent.  In  the  language 
of  the  Address  prefixed  to  the  Laws  and  Re- 
gulations of  the  St.  George’s  and  St.  James’s 
Dispensary,  it  may  truly  be  said,  that  there 
are  a variety  of  Cases  requiring  medical  and 
surgical  aid,  which  are  unfit  for  a public 
Hospital,  and  to  which  such  relief  can  in  no 
way  l)e  so  well  afforded  as  through  the  me- 
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dium  of  a Dispensary.  We  allude  to  per- 
sons with  complaints,  slight  indeed  at  first, 
and  which  treated  in  their  early  and  ma- 
nageable stages,  are  attended  with  little  or 
no  risk,  but  which,  by  neglect  or  delay, 
become  obstinate  or  dangerous — to  persons  in 
the  labouring  classes,  who  still  enjoy  such  a. 
portion  of  health,  as  permits  them  to  follow 
their  usual  occupations  — to  persons,  whose 
circumstances  may  enable  them  to  provide 
many  things  necessary  for  their  proper  ma- 
nagement, but  whose  little  savings  might  be 
exhausted  by  the  charges  for  medicines  and 
medical  attendance — to  persons  afflicted  with 
tedious  complaints,  or  with  complaints  liable 
to  continual  recurrence,  whose  sufferings  may 
be  alleviated j at  least,  under  proper  medical 
care — to  persons,  lastly,  whom  it  would  be 
impossible,  or  difficult,  or  highly  dangerous, 
to  remove  from  their  homes.”  Vide  Jddress, 
pp.  8^9.  A public  Dispensary  is  also  cal- 
culated to  relieve,  to  a certain  extent,  the 
heavy  pressure  made  on  General  Hospitals  and 
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Parochial  Infirmaries,  by  taking-  off  a portion 
of  the  sick  jx)or,  who  might,  otherwise,  be 
compelled  to  have  recourse  to  their  assist- 
ance ; and,  which  is  of  great  consequence  to 
society  at  large,  it  often  affords  the  most 
prompt  and  efficient  means  of  checking  the 
progress,  and  arresting  the  ravages  of  those 
contagious  fevers,  which  in  general  break 
out,  and  are  fostered,  in  the  crowded,  dirty, 
and  ill-ventilated  habitations  of  the  labour- 
ing and  indigent. 

The  St.  George’s  and  St.  James’s  Dis- 
pensary * was  established  in  the  early  part 

* This  Dispensary  is  under  the  patronage  and  super- 
intendency  of  the  following  noble  and  distinguished  in- 
dividuals : 

PATRON. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

PATRONESS. 

Her  Grace  the  Duchess  of  Wellington. 

PRESIDENT. 

The  Most  Noble  the  Marquess  of  Bath. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Yoiik. 

The  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  London. 

The  Very  Rev.  the  Dean  of  Canteebury. 
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of  the  year  1817,  for  the  pui-pose  of  afford- 
'ing-  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  medicines, 
and  of  medical  and  surgical  advice,  to  the 
sick  poor  of  the  large  and  populous  parishes  ♦ 
of  St.  George,  Hanover  Square,  and  St. 
James,  Westminster.  It  is,  I believe,  the 


The  Very  Rev.  the  Dean  of  Chester. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Rutland. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Mountnorris. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  Grosvenor. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Dysart. 

The  Right  Hon.  Eord  Foley. 

Matthew  Baillie,  M.  D. 

Sir  Everard  Home,  Bart. 

Sir  Christopher  Pegge. 

John  Willock,  Esq. 

Francis  Burton,  Esq. 

John  Chamier,  Esq. 

* Although  the  main  design  of  this  Institution  is, 
strictly  speaking,  to  give  medical  and  surgical  relief  to 
the  sick  poor  of  the  parishes  from  which  it  takes  its 
name,  and,  by  the  regulations  under  which  it  is  con- 
ducted, the  medical  ofRcers  cannot  be  called  upon  to 
visit  patients  at  their  own  homes  beyond  their  limits ; yet 
the  Dispensary  is  open  to  all  patients,  from  whence- 
soever they  may  come,  who  are  capable  of  attending 
itt  person;  and  the  medical  officers,  not  availing  them- 
selves of  the  strict  letter  of  the  Rules,  do  often  extend 
their  visits  far  beyond  the  prescribed  boundaries. 
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first  and  only  establishment  of  the  kind  that 
has  been  opened  within  these  parishes ; 
and  it  is  to  be  recorded  to  the  honour  of 
the  opulent  and  benevolent  inhabitants  of  alt 
ranks,  that  as  soon  as  its  nature  and  objects 
were  promulgated  and  understood,  the  de- 
sign met  with  their  warm  approbation  and 
liberal  support.  So  rapidly  did  the  contri- 
butions of  its  numerous  friends  flow  into  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurers,  that,  although  the 
Institution  was  only  established  on  the  17th 
of  February,  the  Monthly  Committee  were 
enabled  to  open  the  house  they  had  taken 
in  Old  Burlington  Street,  for  the  relief  of 
patients,  on  the  20th  of  the  following  April. 

No  sooner  was  this  acceptable  intelligence 
made  known  amongst  that  class  of  the  com- 
munity, for  whose  benefit  and  advantage 
the  Charity  was  instituted,  than  they  hast- 
ened to  avail  themselves  of  the  proffered 
aid.  In  the  course  of  the  first  year  after  the 
opening  of  the  Institution,  as  many  as  one 
thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-seven  sick 
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and  lame  poor  were  admitted  on  its  books. 
In  the  succeeding  year,  the  number  of  pa- 
tients, who  received  advice  and  medicines  at 
the  charge  of  the  Dispensary,  was  increased 
to  two  thousand  and  fifty  eight;  and  during 
the  year,  whose  period  will  terminate  in  the 
ensuing  April,  tlie  number  of  those  who  have 
been  admitted  up  to  the  present  time  (Feb. 
19)  already  amounts  to  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-six,  without  including 
those  who  have  been  vaccinated : making  a 
total  amount  in  less  than  three  years,  of  more 
than  five  thousand  five  hundred. 

But,  whilst  the  applications  for  relief 
have  thus  rapidly  augmented,  bearing  the 
most  indisputable  and  satisfactory  testimony 
to  the  high  and  increasing  reputation  of  this 
Dispensary,  and  to  the  estimation  which  the 
lower  orders  attach  to  the  benefits  it  bestows 
on  them,  I am  concerned  to  state,  that  the 
annual  subscriptions,  which  form  the  prin- 
cipal, and,  I may  say,  only  source  of  its 
yearly  income,  have  not  increased  in  the  same 
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proportion  * ; and  there  is  too  much  reason 
to  apprehend,  that,  unless  considerable  addi- 
tions shall  be  made  to  the  list  of  its  present 
contributors,  it  will  become  indispensably 
necessary  to  circumscribe  and  abridge  the 
extent  of  its  assistance  far  within  the  limits 
to  which  it  might  otherwise  reach,  and  in- 
finitely below  the  wants  and  demands  of  the 
suffering  poor. 

Having  been,  I believe,  the  first  to  point 
out  the  deficiency  which  existed  in  the  want 
of  such  a means  of  distributing  gratui- 
tous professional  assistance  to  the  sick  poor 
of  these  two  extensive  parishes,  whose  united 
population  is  estimated  at  no  less  than 
80,000,  and  having  taken  considerable  pains 
and  trouble  in  promoting  the  establishment 
of  the  St.  George’s  and  St.  James’s  Dispen- 
sary, I may  be  allowed  to  feel  a moi*e  than 
ordinary  degree  of  solicitude  for  its  welfare 

* The  amount  of  the  Annual  Subscriptions  for  the 
year  ending  December  31,  1817,  was  4-99/.  Is. ; while 
that  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1818,  was 
540/.  7s. ; and  that  ending  at  the  same  period  of  1819, 
was  531/.  4s« 
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and  reputation.  An  earnest  desire  to  render 
its  nature  and  character  more  extensively 
known,  together  with  the  hope  that  it  might, 
in  some  degree,  be  serviceable  in  drawing 
additional  support  to  its  finances,  first; 
prompted  and  encouraged  me  to  the  under- 
taking of  the  following  work.  Other  reasons 
of  a secondary  nature,  but  of  scarcely  infe- 
rior weight,  have  emboldened  me  to  proceed 
with  it.  I consider  that  the  public  have 
a right  to  expect,  that  a part,  at  least,  of  the 
experience  which  is  derived  to  medical  men, 
holding  situations  of  professional  trust  in 
charitabh  institutions,  should  revert  to  the 
community  for  the  common  benefit  of  all ; 
and  it  appears  to  me,  that,  if  gentlemen,  so 
placed,  would  occasionally  give  to  the  world, 
in  a plain  and  unostentatious,  but  intelligible 
form,  the  genuine  practical  results  of  their 
observations,  they,  would  confer  a real  benefit 
on  their  fellow-creatures,  and  contribute 
very  essentially  to  the  diffusion  of  medical 
information,  and  to  the  extension  of  their 
own  professional  reputation. 


XX 


PREFACE. 


The  subjects  and  the  cases,  which  I have 
selected  upon  the  present  occasion,  are  (some 
of  them)  such  as  but  rarely  come  under 
the  student’s  observation  during  his  attend- 
ance as  a pupil  at  a public  hospital.  But 
they  are  such  as  he  will  most  likely  be  early 
called  upon  to  attend  to,  on  his  first  settling 
in  practice.  They  have  no  pretensions,  nor 
any  recommendation  to  notice,  except  as 
being  purely  elementary  and  practical.  I 
have  endeavoured  to  be  clear  and  explicit ; 
and  if  some  of  the  cases  shall  appear  to  the 
experienced  reader  to  be  related  with  too 
much  minuteness  of  detail,  it  is  to  be  recol- 
lected that  they  are  intended  more  particu- 
larly for  the  use  and  instruction  of  the  junior 
members  of  the  profession. 

The  few  single  cases  which  will  be  met 
with  in  the  following  pages,  have  been  insert- 
ed, because  they  appeared  to  me  to  be  worthy 
of  attention,  either  on  account  of  their  re- 
sult, or  of  some  peculiarity  in  their  character 
and  appearance. 

3S,  Ci/ARGEs  Street,  Piccadilly, 

February  22,  1820. 
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OBSERVATIONS 

ON  THB 

NATURE  AND  MODE  OF  TREATMENT 
OF 

V 

STRUMOUS  OR  SCROFULOUS  OPHTHALMIA. 


PRELIMINARY  REMARKS. 

The  Eye  is  an  organ  of  so  much  importance 
to  the  welfare  and  comfort  of  the  individual ; 
it  is  subject  to  so  many  accidents  and  dis- 
eases, and  its  functions  are  so  quickly  de- 
ranged or  destroyed,  that  any  observations 
connected  with  its  pathological  history,  al- 
though confined  to  the  nature  and  mode  of 
treatment  of  one  only  of  its  numerous  mala- 
dies, might  be  offered,  without  much  apology, 
to  the  perusal  of  the  reader,  and  would,  I 
am  willing  to  persuade  myself,  be  considered 
as  not  altogether  uninteresting  or  unaccept- 
able, at  least  by  the  junior  members  of  the 
profession,  to  whom  they  are  more  particu- 
larly addressed,  and  will,  I trust,  be  received 
with  the  indulgence  they  require  by  all. 

1 

i 

; 

i 
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STRUMOUS  OR 


Whether  we  regard  it  as  the  expressive 
index  of  the  various  feelings  and  passions  of 
the  mind,  or  as  the  feature  which  gives  the 
stamp  of  beauty,  of  thought,  and  of  divinity 
to  the  human  countenance  ; or  more  particu- 
larly, when  we  contemplate  the  mechanism 
of  its  construction,  the  delicacy  and  variety 
of  its  component  parts,  the  mode  in  which 
they  are  put  together,  and  the  precision  with 
which  the  whole  is  made  to  perform  the  im- 
portant function  for  which  it  is  intended,  the 
organ  of  vision  may  be  considered  as  one  of 
the  most  striking  examples  of  the  infallible 
wisdom  and  unerring  skill  of  the  Creator, 
and  must  fill  the  mind,  even  of  the  most 
careless  observer,  with  wonder  and  admira- 
tion. The  office  which  it  performs  in  the 
animal  economy  surpasses,  in  utility  and  va- 
lue, • that  of  any  of  the  other  senses,  and, 
indeed,  of  all ; for  without  sight,  what  a 
helpless  being  is  man  ! He  only,  who  has 
lost  the  power  of  vision,  can  tell  how  irre- 
parable is  his  misfortune,  how  dismal  and 
dependent  his  existence. 

There  is  no  part  of  the  human  frame, 
perhaps,  that  is  subject  to  so  many  important 
diseases,  depending  on  differences  in  the 
structure  and  properties  of  its  several  parts? 
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yet,  while  the  physiology  of  the  eye,  and  the 
theory  and  principles  of  vision,  have  been  in 
all  times,  and  still  are,  objects  of  the  highest 
curiosity  and  research  amongst  philosophers, 
its  pathology  appears  to  have  been  considered 
in  this  country,  until  within  the  last  twenty 
or  thirty  years,  as  almost  unworthy  of  the 
notice  and  attention  of  the  regular  practi- 
tioner. Few  English  authors,  before  that 
time,  appear  to  have  written  on  this  sub- 
ject ; and  the  management  of  the  diseases  to 
which  the  eye  is  liable,  was  generally  suffered 
to  descend  into  the  hands  of  presuming  and 
often  ignorant  empirics,  who,  hiding  their 
pretensions  under  the  mask  of  secrecy,  im- 
posed on  the  credulity,  and  too  frequently 
disappointed  the  misplaced  hopes  of  their 
unhappy  patients. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  present 
century,  however,  the  attention  of  the  pro- 
fession has  been  more  decidedly  directed  to 
the  study  of  this  branch  of  pathology,  by  the 
importation  and  translation  of  many  valuable 
foreign  works  on  the  diseases  of  this  organ, 
and  by  the  publication  of  several  excellent 
treatises  on  the  same  subject  from  the  pens 
of  our  own  countrymen.  But  it  is  to  the 
unremitting  zeal  and  exertions  of  the  late 
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Mr.  Saunders,  that  the  profession  and  the 
world  are  more  particularly  indebted  for 
placing  this  interesting  study  on  a broad 
foundation,  by  the  establishment  of  the  Lon- 
don Infirmary  for  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  in 
Charterhouse  Square,  in  the  year  1805;  which 
is,  I believe,  the  first  public  Institution  in 
London  that  opened  an  extensive  and  ready 
source  of  information  on  these  diseases  to  the 
acquisition  of  the  medical  student.  The  im- 
mense numbers,  of  both  sexes  and  of  all 
ages,  labouring  under  these  complaints,  who 
have  been  annually  admitted  and  discharged 
since  the  first  opening  of  that  excellent  cha- 
rity, together  with  the  large  amount  of  the 
cures  which  have  been  effected,  are  satisfac- 
tory proofs,  not  only  that  such  means  of  re- 
lief have  been  highly  acceptable  and  beneficial 
to  the  lower  orders  of  the  community,  but 
have  served  to  demonstrate,  most  indisput- 
ably, that  the  diseases  of  the  eye  are  as 
easily  understood  by  regular  surgeons,  and 
as  much  under  the  control  of  the  common 
principles  of  the  healing  art,  as  any  other 
disease  to  which  the  human  frame  is  liable*. 

* For  a fuller  and  more  perfect  account  of  this  In-: 
stitution,  and  its  lamented  founder,  the  reader  is  referred 
to  the  Preface  of  his  “ Treatise  on  some  practical  Points 
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Since  that  period,  otlier  Institutions  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor  suffering  from  diseases 
of  tlie  eye,  have  been  opened  in  the  metro- 
polis. . About  two  years  ago,  the  surgeons  of 
St.  George’s  Hospital  turned  their  minds  to 
this  subject;  and,  at  their  suggestion,  a re- 
solution was  passed  by  the  Governors,  at  a 
General  Board,  that  poor  persons,  afflicted 
with  complaints  in  the  eye,  should  thencefor- 
ward be  admitted  as  out-patients  on  their 
own  application,  without  being  called  upon 
to  produce  a letter  of  recommendation  from  a 
Governor.  About  the  same  time,  “ The  Royal 
Infirmary  for  Diseases  of  the  Eye"  was  esta- 
blished in  Mary-le-bone Street,  Golden  Square; 
and  within  the  last  year,  another  Institution, 
of  a similar  nature  and  design,  has  been 
opened  in  the  parish  of  Mary-le-bone,  under 
the  auspices  of  Sir  William  Adams.  All  these 
establishments  are  open  to  the  attendance 
of  medical  students,  and  afford  extensive 
fields  for  observation  and  instruction  in  this 
particular  branch  of  pathological  science. 

Thus  the  diseases  of  the  eye  have  at  length 
begun  to  assume  that  place  in  the  estimation 

relating  to  the  Diseases  of  the  Eye^"  edited  by  Dr.  Farre, 
1816;  a book  replete  with  much  valuable  information. 
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of  the  profession  to  which  they  are  evidently 
-entitled,  and  from  which  they  had  been  so 
long  and  unreasonably  banished  by  the  care- 
lessness or  folly  of  our  predecessors.  The 
practical  knowledge  and  experience  which 
these  several  institutions  afford  to  the  indus- 
trious student j have  already  begun  to  spread 
far  and  wide  over  the  kingdom;  and  sanguine 
hopes  may  now  justly  be  entertained,  that 
the  apathy  and  indifference  which  have  so 
long  been  suffered  to  disgrace  this  branch  of 
our  professional  practice,  will  ere  long  be 
' effectually  remedied  and  removed. 

As  the  slightest  affection  or  derangement 
of  any  part  of  the  eye  becomes  immediately 
a source  of  anxiety  and  alarm  to  the  patient, 
on  that  account  alone  ought  the  diseases  to 
'which  it  is  liable,  to  be  objects  of  interest 
to  the  surgeon:  and  it  may  confidently  be 
asserted,  that  there  is  scarcely  any  other 
branch  of  practice  that  calls  forth  more 
frequently  or  more  powerfully  the  gratitude 
of  his  patient,  nor  one  from  whence,  in  the 
skilful  exercise  of  his  art,  he  is  likely  to 
'derive  a more  genuine  and  honourable  re- 
putation. The  greater  number  of  the  affec- 
tions of  this  delicate  organ  are  laid  open  to 
minute  ocular  inspection;  the  smallest  change 
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for  better  or  worse,  in  most  of  the  complaints 
to  which  it  is  exposed,  is  readily  detected  by 
the  eye  of  an  experienced  observer;  and, 
consequently,  the  progress  or  amendment  of 
the  disease,  the  good  or  bad  effects  of  the 
remedies  employed,  are  there  more  easily 
followed  and  appreciated  than  in  almost  any 
other  part  of  the  system.  The  advantages 
that  are  derived  to  the  practitioner  from 
these  circumstances,  are  too  obvious  to  re- 
quire illustration. 

Of  the  various  forms  of  disease  to  which 
the  eye  is  exposed,  none  comes  more  frequent- 
ly under  observation  than  that  which  is  com- 
monly denominated  Strumous  or  Scrofulous 
Ophthalmia.  It  is  a disease  that  prevails  par- 
ticularly amongst  the  poor  in  large  cities, 
where  they  live  together  in  narrow  streets 
and  alleys,  breathing  an  impure  atmosphere, 
and  exposed  to  all  the  most  powerfully -ex- 
citing causes  of  a scrofulous  predisposition. 
It  is  very  often  the  first  manifestation-  of 
strumous  diathesis,  and,  when  neglected  or 
mismanaged,  may  become  a fruitful  source 
of  blindness.  It  is  a disease  that  appears  to 
me  to  be  well  worthy  of  the  close  attention 
of  the  profession.  I have  reason  to  believe, 
that  it  is  not  generally  well  understood,  or 
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properly  managed : and  as  I am  not  aware 
that  it  has  been  made  the  subject  of  a sepa- 
rate and  distinct  essay  by  any  modern  Eng- 
lish author,  I have  ventured,  in  the  hope 
V that  they  may  render  some  assistance  to  the 
student  in  his  pursuits,  to  throw  together  the 
following  brief  practical  observations  on  its 
history  and  mode  of  treatment;  and  to  illus- 
trate them  by  cases  selected  from  those  which 
have  been  placed  under  my  care  at  the  St. 
George’s  and  St.  James’s  Dispensary ; where 
it  falls  to  my  lot  to  see  a great  deal  of  this 
disease. 


The  parts  belonging  to  the  eye,  that  are 
most  commonly  attacked  by  strumous  affec- 
tions, are,  the  roots  of  the  Cilia,  or  eyelashes; 
the  Tarsi,  or  cartilaginous  edges  of  the  eye- 
lids ; the  Meibomian  glands,  and  the  Con- 
junctiva. 

There  are  two  complaints  to  which  the 
eyelids  are  subject,  which  are  frequent  at- 
tendants upon  Strumous  Ophthalmia,  but  are 
often  met  with  independently  of  that  affec- 
tion; and  it  may,  therefore,  be  convenient 
to  give  some  account  of  their  respective  cha- 
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racters  before  entering  on  tlie  consideration 
of  the  iiiunediate  subject  of  this  paper. 

Tinea  Ciliaris. — The  first  of  these,  and 
that  which  is  most  commonly  observed,  is 
called  Tinea  Ciliaris,  and  shows  itself  in  the 
form  of  small  pimples,  or  pustules,  along  the 
roots  of  the  eyelashes,  which  break  and 
exude  a yellow  puriform  fluid,  that  concretes 
into  thick,  gummy  crusts,  and  during  sleep 
frequently  glues  the  edges  of  the  lids  to- 
gether. The  eyelashes  are  apt  to  fall  out ; 
and,  in  aggravated  cases,  they  are  destroyed 
along  the  whole  edge  of  the  eyelid,  which  be- 
comes tumid,  thickened,  and  red,  and  either 
covered  with  dry  crusts  or  small  ulcers.  The 
eye  feels  hot,  irritable,  and  watery,  and  is 
more  sensible  to  the  impression  of  strong 
light  than  usual ; but  vision  is  little,  or  not  at 
all,  impaired.  It  is  generally  seen  in  the 
chronic  form,  and  is  often  tedious  and  diffi- 
cult of  cure,  like  the  Tinea  Capitis.  It  some- 
times appears  alone,  but  is  very  frequently 
the  concomitant  of  various  affections  of  the 
skin,  and  of  scrofulous  inflammation  of  the 
Conjunctiva.  A person  who  has  once  been 
affected  with  Tinea  of  the  eyelids,  is  liable 
to  a return  of  it  from  very  trivial  causes. 

Lippitudo. — ^The  cartilaginous  edges  of 
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the  eyelids  in  scrofulous  subjects  are  apt  to 
become  red  and  excoriated,  giving  a peculiar 
raw  and  sore  appearance  to  the  eyes.  This 
affection  is  called  Lippitudo,  and  is  generally 
accompanied  by,  and  is  dependent  upon,  a 
morbid  state  of  the  Meibomian  glands  and 
their  secretion,  which  is  increased  in  quan- 
tity, and  becomes  viscid  and  glutinous.  The 
lids  are  glued  together  by  this  altered  se- 
cretion during  sleep ; and,  in  severe  cases, 
the  eyelashes  are  not  unfrequently  entirely 
destroyed.  When  the  disease  has  been  of 
long  duration,  the  lids  become  tumid  and 
thickened  ; and  sometimes  the  Conjunctiva 
lining  the  lids  also  becomes  involved  in  the 
disease,  throwing  out  a fleshy  or  fungous 
excrescence  by  which  the  lids  are  more  or 
less  everted,  occasioning  the  disease  called 
Ectropium.  The  eye  is  more  sensibly  af- 
fected than  ordinary  by  the  admission  of 
strong  rays  of  light,  and  feels  hot,  itchy,  and 
watery.  This  complaint  is  sometimes  mis- 
taken for  Tinea  Ciliaris,  and  vice  versa:  they 
are  not  unfrequently  conjoined. 

Treatment. — The  cure  of  these  two  com- 
plaints is  to  be  attempted  by  the  use  of  an 
alterative  and  tonic  course  of  medicine,  toge- 
ther with  the  exhibition,  at  proper  intervals. 
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of  mercurial  purgatives,  conjoined  with  a 
mild  but  generous  diet,  and  a pure,  dry 
atmosphere.  The  topical  remedies  that  will 
generally  be  found  most  serviceable,  are 
those  which  are  composed  of  astringent  and 
gently  stimulating  materials,  such  as  solu- 
tions of  the  Sulphates  of  Zinc  and  Copper, 
in  the  proportion  of  one  or  two  grains  of  either 
in  an  ounce  of  some  distilled  water.  These 
may  be  used  frequently  during  the  day ; and 
at  bedtime  the  edges  of  the  lids  should  be 
smeared  with  some  ophthalmic  ointment, 
as  Unguentum  Zinci — Unguentum  Hydrar- 
gyri  Nitratis  dilutum — Unguentum  Hydrar- 
gyri  Oxydi  Albi — Unguentum  Tutise,  &c. 
In  mild  and  recent  cases,  a cure  is  sometimes 
speedily  effected : but  where  these  complaints 
have  been  of  eonsiderable  standing,  a long 
perseveranee  in  the  plan  of  cure,  and  an 
occasional  change  in  the  use  of  the  different 
applications,  will  often  be  necessary  before 
the  cure  shall  be  finally  completed. 


12 


SYMPTOMS  OP 


STRUMOUS  OR  SCRO- 
OPHTHALMIA. 

The  Tunica  Conjunctiva  being  the  prin- 
cipal seat  of  Strumous  Ophthalmia,  it  will 
not  be  necessary  in  this  place  to  enter  upon 
a description  of  the  anatomy  of  the  globe  of 
the  eye.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  remind  the 
reader  that  this  membrane,  after  lining  the 
internal  superficies  of  both  eyelids,  is  re- 
flected over  the  anterior  surface  of  the  globe ; 
that  it  is  highly  delicate,  thin,  .and  transpa- 
rent, connected  to  the  lids,  and  (more  par- 
ticularly at  the  angles  of  reflection)  to  the 
parts  beneath,  and  to  the  Tunica  Sclerotica, 
by  a tissue  of  loose  cellular  membrane,  which 
permits  a mutually  free  and  easy  motion  of 
the  lids  and  globe  upon  each  other;  and  that 
this  tissue  becomes  more  close  and  condensed 
as  it  approaches  the  transparent  Cornea,  to 
which  the  Conjunctiva  is  so  firmly  and  inti- 
mately attached  as  to  be  nearly  inseparable. 

In  a perfectly  healthy  state,  the  blood- 
vessels of  this  membrane  carry  little  or  no 
red  blood.  Its  surface  is  kept  moist  and 
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transparent  by  the  tears,  which  are  spread 
over  it  by  the  constant  motion  and  twinkling 
of  the  eyelids.  It  is  exceedingly  irritable  ; 
and  inflammatory  action  is  quickly  excited 
in  it  by  the  application  of  very  slight  causes, 
during  which  the  vessels  become  full  of  red 
blood,  and  are  then  seen  to  be  very  numerous, 
and  to  anastomose  very  freely  with  each  other. 
It  secretes  a transparent  mucus,  which,  as  in 
other  mucous  membranes,  is  augmented  in 
quantity,  and  becomes  of  a puriform  nature, 
when  a state  of  active  inflammation  is  set  up 
in  it. 

Scrofulous  Ophthalmia  may  be  divided 
intor  two  forms,  the  acute  and  the  chronic. 
It  is  a disease  that  seldom  attacks  infants  at 
the  breast : but  from  the  time  they  are 
weaned,  it  is  perhaps  the  most  common  dis- 
order of  the  eye  to  which  young  children  are 
subject,  and  very  often  presents  the  first 
indication  of  the  prevalence  of  a strumous 
diathesis.  Both  sexes  appear  to  be  equally 
liable  to  its  attacks.  When  neglected  and  of 
long  standing,  this  form  of  Ophthalmia  be- 
comes a fruitful  source  of  imperfect  vision  by 
the  specks  and  opacities  it  oizuasions  in  the 
Cornea.  Sometimes  one  eye  only  is  affected, 
at  other  times  both  eyes  are  attacked  at  the 
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same  time : and  it  not  unfrequently  happens^ 
that  the  disease  shall  pass  from  one  to  the 
other,  attacking  one  eye  as  the  other  re- 
covers ; and  this  may  be  repeated  several 
times.  It  is  very  often  accompanied  by 
Tinea  Ciliaris,  and  Lippitiido. 

The  ACUTE  FORM  of  this  disease  is  not 
unusually  preceded,  and  accompanied  in  its 
attack  by  headache,  chilliness,  and  other 
symptoms  of  general  febrile  indisposition; 
the  eyelids  are  slightly  tumefied,  more  espe- 
cially along  their  edges;  the  Conjunctiva 
becomes  full  of  red  vessels,  which  run  near- 
ly in  straight  lines,  or  in  fasciculi,  to- 
wards the  margin  of  the  transparent  Cor- 
nea, where  they  meet  and  inosculate  very 
freely,  and  are  seen  to  be  large,  and  so  su- 
perficial as  to  project  sometimes  above  the 
level  of  the  Conjunctiva.  There  is  more  or 
less  of  pain  in  the  affected  eye,  although  not 
in  proportion  to  that  which  takes  place  in 
many  other  inflammations  of  that  organ, 
with  a sensation  of  some  gritty  matter,  as 
sand,  &c.  having  got  into  it.  The  mucous 
secretion  is  sometimes,  not  ahyays,  increased 
in  quantity;  and,  during  sleep,  frequently 
agglutinates  the  lids  together.  The  quantity 
of  the  tears  is  considerably  augmented,  so  as 
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to  flow  over  the  cheek,  which  in  young  cliil- 
dren  is  sometimes  chafed  and  excoriated,  and 
the  eye  feels  hot,  itchy,  and  irritable.  The 
organ  becomes  more  than  usually  sensible  to 
the  impression  of  light,  so  that  the  patient 
cannot  hold  up  his  head  nor  open  his  eyes 
without  material  inconvenience;  and  the  ad- 
mission of  a very  moderate  degree  of  light  is 
sufficient  to  excite  severe  fits  of  sneezing,  and 
a violent  gush  of  tears.  This  impatience  of 
light  is  one  of  the  peculiar  characteristics  of 
Scrofulous  Ophthalmia;  it  is  often  the  most 
prominent  feature  of  the  disease,  and  may  be 
unattended  by  a corresponding  severity  in  the 
other  symptoms ; and  is  very  different  from 
that  painful  sensibility  to  light  which  is  ma- 
nifested in  some  other  forms  of  Ophthalmia. 

Around  the  circumference  of  the  Cornea 
an  effusion  of  serum  occasionally  takes  place 
from  the  inflamed  vessels,  elevating  the  Con- 
junctiva into  a circular  vesication  about  half 
a line  or  more  in  breadth,  frequently  occu- 
pying the  entire  margin  of  the  Cornea,  and 
exhibiting  a peculiar  reddish  brown  appear- 
ance. Along  with  this  symptom,  there  may 
often  be  seen  clusters  of  minute  vesicles,  or 
pustules,  occupying  the  same  line,  or  scat- 
tered separately  over  the  Cornea  and  Con- 
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junctiva.  These  pustules  vary  in  size  accord- 
ing to  the  part  of  the  Conjunctiva  on  which 
they  appear,  being  commonly  smallest  upon 
the  Cornea,  and  increasing  as  they  approach 
towards  the  angle  where  that  membrane  is 
reflected  over  the  internal  superficies  of  the 
lids ; and  may  be  considered  as  a distinguish- 
ing symptom  of  this  disease.  In  mild  cases 
they  contain  a serous  fluid:  but  where  the 
inflammation  is  of  a more  active  character, 
they  become  filled  with  coagulable  lymph,  or 
albumen ; and,  in  still  severer  cases,  with 
pus. 

When  the  inflammatory  action  nins  high, 
or  is  not  checked  by  the  timely  exhibition  of 
proper  remedies,  the  pustules  are  apt  to  break 
and  form  ulcers,  which  constitute  the  most 
formidable  and  distressing  symptom  of  this 
s}>ecies  of  Ophthalmia.  There  is  then  a 
marked  increase  of  pain,  which,  in  many 
cases,  is  most  excruciating,  owing  to  the 
friction  made  upon  the  ulcer,  and  by  the 
edges  of  the  ulcer  on  the  inflamed  lining  of 
the  lids,  by  the  constant  motion  of  the  globe 
of  the  eye  and  the  eyelids  upon  each  other : 
and  the  intolerance  of  light  is  so  excessive, 
that  few  can  be  persuaded  to  open  the  eye 
affected  even  for  a moment,  and  the  attempt 
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is  generally  followed  by  violent  sneezing  and 
a profuse  flow  of  tears.  Tlie  edges  of  an 
ulcer  on  the  Cornea  are  generally  sharp  and 
abrupt : its  surface  has  a gray  or  ash  colour, 
is  more  or  less  depressed,  and  is  covered 
with  an  adhesive  flocculent-looking  matter. 
The  discharge  from  it  is  either  serous  or  pu- 
rulent; and  when  it  heals,  it  is  by  cicatri- 
zation. 

Increase  of  inflammation  oftentimes  takes 
place  in  consequence  of  the  formation  of  an 
ulcer;  in  which  case  the  ulcer  may  spread 
either  by  the  formation  and  exfoliation  of 
successive  sloughs,  or  by  the  ulcerative  pro- 
cess; and,  unless  checked  by  the  active  ex- 
hibition of  proper  remedies,  may  terminate 
by  penetrating  the  whole  substance  of  the 
Cornea,  and  effecting  an  opening  into  the 
anterior  chamber.  When  this  unfortu- 
nate event  happens,  the  escape  of  the 
aqueous  humour  is  unavoidable;  and  this  is 
followed  by  the  protrusion  of  a larger  or 
smaller  portion  of  the  Iris,  according  to  the 
size  of  the  opening  made  by  the  ulcer,  and 
will  be  attended  with  more  or  less  of  risk  of 
the  loss  of  vision,  proportionate  to  the  quan- 
tity of  Iris  that  may  be  prolapsed,  and  de- 
pending on  the  part  of  the  Cornea  through 
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which  the  ulcer  may  have  penetrated.  The 
aqueous  humour  in  the  posterior  chamber, 
by  pressing  forward  the  Iris,  keeps  it  in  con- 
tact with  the  edges  of  the  ulcer  in  the  Cornea, 
and,  by  filling  the  protruded  part,  forms  of 
it  a little  black  bag,  very  much  resembling 
in  its  appearance  tlie  head  of  a common  fly. 
Any  attempt  to  restore  the  prolapsed  Iris  to 
its  proper  situation  will  commonly  prove  fruit- 
less; in  which  case  adhesion  must  inevitably 
take  place  between  that  membrane  and  the 
edges  of  the  ulcer,  and  a permanent  defor- 
mity of  the  organ  will  ensue.  If  the  ulcer- 
ated opening  be  towards  the  centre  of  the 
Cornea,  a portion,  and  sometimes  the  whole 
of  the  pupillary  margin  of  the  Iris  becomes 
entangled  in  it,  and  either  partial  or  total 
blindness  takes  place. 

Under  a more  moderate  degree  of  inflam- 
matory action,  a different  process  is  carried 
on.  Instead  of  the  ulcer  spreading  by  slough 
or  otherwise,  lymph  becomes  effused  on  its 
surface,  and  a halo  of  lymph  having  a thin- 
ner and  more  transparent  appearance  is 
formed  round  the  margin  of  the  ulcer,  in  the 
manner  described  by  Mr.  Saunders*.  This 

* Vide  Dr.  Farre’s  Edition  of  a Treatise  on  the 
Diseases  of  the  Eye,  by  the  late  J.  C.  Saunders,  Esq. 
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is  always  a favourable  circumstance,  and,  as 
a curative  effort  of  nature,  must  not  be 
checked  or  imprudently  interfered  with. 

Chronic  Strumous  Ophthalmia. — When 
the  acute  stage  does  not  terminate  in  resolu- 
tion, or  in  the  speedy  healing  of  the  ulcers, 
it  becomes  converted  into  the  chronic  form. 
This  form  of  the  disease  is  that  which  is  most 
usually  met  with,  and  differs  from  the  acute 
chiefly  in  its  duration,  and  in  the  absence  of 
active  inflammation.  When,  after  a longer 
or  shorter  period,  this  has  subsided,  the  ves- 
sels of  the  Conjunctiva  remain  in  a state  of 
passive  congestion,  preternaturally  enlarged, 
and  gorged  with  red  blood.  There  is  the 
same  distressing  intolerance  of  light,  and  the 
same  profuse  secretion  of  tears,  as  in  the 
acute;  but  the  ulcers,  instead  of  spreading 
by  slough  or  ulceration,  or  being  covered  with 
effused  lymph,  are  apt  to  remain  stationary, 
and  will  sometimes  assume  a very  different 
appearance.  Instead  of  a redundancy,  there 
is  very  often  a deficiency  of  inflammatory  ac- 
tion in  the  surrounding  vessels;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  ulcer  falls  into  an  indo- 
lent state,  and  becomes  transparent,  or 
nearly  so;  and  can  then  with  difficulty  be 
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clistingTiishecl  from  the  rest  of  the  Cornea,  or 
only  when  the  rays  of  light  are  reflected  from 
it  obliquely  in  sucli  a manner  as  to  show  to 
the  eye  of  an  observer  its  sharp  edges  and 
depressed  surface,  which  will  be  seen  to  be 
devoid  of  the  bright  glistening  cliaracter  of 
the  Conjunctiva. 

In  this  form  of  the  disease,  an  ulcer  pos- 
sessing a peculiar  appearance  and  character 
is  not  unfrequently  met  with  in  the  Cornea, 
which  puzzles  and  perplexes  those  who  are 
unacquainted  with  its  nature,  and  which  I 
will  therefore  endeavour  to  explain.  It  shows 
itself  in  the  form  of  a small  depression  or 
dimple  on  the  surface  of  the  Cornea  with 
smooth  round  edges,  and  a bright  glazed  su- 
perficies reflecting  the  rays  of  light  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  rest  of  the  Conjunctiva 
(with  which  membrane  it  is  in  fact  covered), 
and  is  not  unlike  in  its  appearance  to  an  in- 
dentation in  a piece  of  cut  glass.  It  is  com- 
monly unattended  by  pain;  and  being  trans- 
parent, or  nearly  so,  vision  is  seldom  affected 
by  it,  and  the  patient  is  rarely  conscious  of 
its  existence.  Nevertheless  it  is  of  some  im- 
portance, as  indicating  a particular  state  of 
the  vessels.  It  appears  to  arise  from  the 
absorption  either  of  the  contents  of  a pustule, 
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or  of  the  interstitial  substance  of  the  Cornea 
Propria ; while  there  is,  at  the  same  time,  a 
deficiency,  or  total  absence  of  that  action  in 
the  secreting  vessels,  which  is  necessary  to 
regenerate  and  repair  the  loss  of  substance : 
lymph,  the  medium  of  restoration,  is  not 
thrown  out,  and  the  Conjunctiva  falls  into 
the  little  cavity,  giving  it  the  peculiar  ap- 
pearance that  has  been  described.  It  is 
called  the  interstitial  ulcer ; and  more  than 
one  may  sometimes  be  observed  on  the  same 
eye. 


Op  Specks,  Opacities,  &c.  — When  the 
vessels  of  the  Conjunctiva  are  labouring  under 
a moderate  degree  of  inflammatory  action^ 
lymph  becomes  effused  from  their  extremities, 
so  as  to  occasion  more  or  less  of  obscurity  in 
the  transparent  Cornea ; and  vision  is  inter- 
rupted in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  surface 
over  which  the  effusion  may  take  place,  and 
to  the  density  of  the  opacity  which  it  oc- 
casions. 

When  the  effusion  is  small  in  quantity, 
and  the  opacity  which  it  gives  rise  to  is  thin 
and  semitransparent,  although  it  may  extend 
over  the  whole  of  the  Cornea,  it  is  called  a 
Nebula.  In  this  speeics  of  opacity  the  effu- 
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sion  commonly  takes  place  in  the  substance 
of  the  Conjunctiva,  or  between  that  mem- 
brane and  the  Cornea ; and  when  the  inflam- 
matory action  subsides,  the  cloudiness  which 
it  had  occasioned,  under  proper  treatment, 
will  almost  always  be  dispersed. 

When  effusion  happens  between  the  la- 
minae, or  into  the  substance  of  the  Cornea 
Propria,  the  opacity  that  ensues  is  of  a more 
dense  character,  and  is  more  difficult  of  re- 
moval. It  takes  on  a whiter  and  more  solid 
appearance,  and,  if  situated  over  the  pupil, 
the  interruption  to  the  passage  of  light  is 
sometimes  complete.  This  variety  of  Speck 
has  been  called  Albugo,  Leucoma,  &c. 

The  healing  of  large  and  deep  ulcers  of 
the  Cornea  is  another  mode  by  which  very 
dense  opacities  are  occasioned,  the  lymph 
with  which  they  are  filled  up  not  being  after- 
wards absorbed.  These  Specks  are  commonly 
permanent. 

Where  the  ulcer  has  pierced  into  the  an- 
terior chamber,  and  there  has  been  extensive 
prolapsus  of  the  Iris,  and  the  ulcer  has  after- 
wards been  suffered  to  heal  over  the  project- 
ing portion  of  that  membrane,  a tumour, 
called  a Staphyloma,  is  formed,  which  not 
only  greatly  disfigures  the  eye,  but  is  a fre- 


SCROFULOUS  OPHTHALMIA. 


23 


quent  source  of  distress  and  irritation,  by  the 
constant  friction  it  occasions  against  the  lining 
membrane  of  the  lids. 

In  some  cases,  the  lymph,  forming  these 
Specks  and  Opacities,  becomes  organized  by 
red  vessels,  which  may  be  seen  shooting  into 
it  over  the  Cornea,  from  that  part  of  its  cir- 
cumference which  is  nearest  to  the  Speck. 

In  other  cases  of  chronic  Strumous  Oph- 
thalmia, the  Conjunctiva  lining  the  lids  is  apt 
to  throw  up  a fungous,  or  granulated  flesh, 
which,  making  an  unnatural  degree  of  pres- 
sure on  that  part  of  the  same  membrane  which 
covers  the  globe,  occasions  a high  degree  of 
irritation  in  it ; the  vessels  become  enlarged 
and  varicose,  and  are  seen,  loaded  with  red 
blood,  traversing  the  Cornea  in  all  directions, 
from  the  circumference  to  the  centre.  The 
Cornea  assumes  a dull  foggy  appearance,  and 
vision  is  much  obstructed. 

There  is  no  form  of  Scrofula  in  conjunc- 
tion with  which  the  Strumous  Ophthalmia 
may  not  appear ; but  its  most  usual  conco- 
mitants are  eruptions  on  the  scalp,  face,  and 
about  the  ears,  such  as  the  varieties  of  Porrigo, 
and  the  Crusta  Lactea ; herpetic  eruptions 
about  the  mouth  and  the  angles  of  the  lips ; 
and  the  several  species  of  Lepra  and  Psoriasis. 
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With  these  are  not  unfreqiiently  conjoined 
swellings,  and  abscesses  of  the  glands  behind 
the  ears,  and  in  the  throat  and  neck.  In  chil- 
dren, there  is  commonly  a tumid,  hard,  pro- 
minent abdomen,  a relaxed  fibre,  and  that 
general  delicacy  of  complexion  and  appear- 
ance which  has  been  so  often  described  by 
authors  as  the  characteristic  evidence  of  a 
scrofulous  predisposition. 

Although  the  chronic  state  of  Scrofulous 
Ophthalmia  is  apt  to  remain  long  after  the 
subsidence  of  active  inflammation,  yet,  during 
that  state,  the  organ  may,  and  frequently 
does,  undergo  repeated  recurrences  of  the 
acute  attack  on  exposure  to  cold,  or  any  other 
exciting  cause : and  persons  who  have  once 
suffered  from  an  attack  of  this  disease,  are 
very  liable  to  relapses  as  long  as  their  consti- 
tutions remain  under  the  influence  of  a scro-. 
fulous  diathesis. 

Whatever  is  capable  of  exciting  inflamma-. 
tion  in  general,  may  also  be  productive  of  an 
attack  of  Strumous  Ophthalmia  in  a person 
labouring  under  that  particular  predisposi- 
tion : and  it  is  a very  frequent  sequel,  in  such 
constitutions,  of  other  diseases  arising  from 
peculiar  morbific  poisons,  such  as  Small  Pox, 
Measles,  Scarlatina,  Hooping  Cough,  &c. : 
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that  which  follows  Small  Pox  is  often  very 
tedious  and  difficult  of  cure. 


OF  THE  TREATMENT. 

In  the  Treatment  of  Strumous  Ophthal- 
mia it  is  necessary  that  the  Surgeon  should 
bear  in  mind  that  the  disease  is  dependent 
upon  a particular  diathesis  prevailing  in  the 
patient’s  constitution  ; and  should  direct  the 
curative  process  accordingly. 

Two  indications  present  themselves  in  the 
cure  of  this  form  of  Ophthalmia. 

1st,  To  relieve  the  local  disease. 

2dly,  To  prevent  a relapse,  by  the  exhi- 
bition of  such  remedies  as  will  enable  the 
constitution  to  shake  off  the  morbid  predis- 
position under  which  it  labours. 

The  first  indication  is  to  be  effected  by  a 
judicious  observance  of  what  is  called  the 
antiphlogistic  plan  of  treatment,  viz.  by  the 
use  of  bloodletting,  when  necessary  ; by  the 
exhibition  of  emetics  and  purgatives  ; by  a 
well-regulated  diet ; by  defending  the  eye 
from  the  influence  of  strong  and  vivid  light, 
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and  other  causes  of  excitement,  as  looking  at 
small  objects;  and  by  the  diligent  employ- 
ment of  proper  local  applications. 

The  second  indication  will  require  the 
administration  of  such  alterative  and  tonic 
medicines  as  expeiience  has  proved  to  be 
useful  in  giving  tone  and  vigour  to  the  con- 
stitution ; and  the  observance  of  proper  diet, 
clothing,  and  exercise. 

General  blood-letting  can  hardly  ever  be 
required  in  any  form  of  Strumous  Ophthalmia; 
nor  should  local  bleeding  be  had  recourse  to, 
except  under  circumstances  of  considerable 
aggravation.  Where  the  inflammatory  action 
runs  higher  than  ordinary,  or  where  it  has 
been  suddenly  and  violently  augmented  by 
the  formation  of  ulcers  in  the  Cornea ; or 
where  a rapid  and  extensive  effusion  of  lymph 
is  taking  place,  the  increased  impetus  of  the 
vessels  should  be  moderated  by  the  applica- 
tion of  leeches  to  the  under  eyelids.  It  will 
seldom,  however,  be  necessary  to  have  re- 
course to  this  operation  more  than  once. 

In  children  labouring.under  this  disease, 
there  is  commonly  a full  hard  abdomen,  and 
a loaded  state  of  the  stomach  and  bowels  ; 
more  especially  in  the  children  of  the  lower 
orders,  who  are  frequently' fed  upon  very  im- 
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proper,  and  often  scanty  food.  Here  the  ex- 
liibition  of  an  emetic,  or,  what  is  better,  the 
administration  of  a purgative,  will  be  followed 
by  very  marked  benefit  and  advantage  ; and, 
in  recent  cases,  will  often  be  sufficient  to  re- 
lieve the  attack  altogether.  The  best  purge 
is,  perhaps.  Calomel,  combined  with  Scam- 
mony.  Jalap,  or  Rhubarb,  administered  at 
intervals  of  two  or  three  days,  according  to 
the  urgency  of  the  symptoms.  This  remedy 
not  only  acts  upon  the  bowels  as  a purgative, 
but  it  reduces  very  powerfully  the  force  and 
strength  of  the  arterial  system  ; it  appears  to 
increase  the  action  of  the  absorbents  and 
lymphatics,  and  at  the  same  time  to  restore 
-to  an  healthy  state  the  natural  secretions  of 
the  stomach  and  bowels.  It  is,  in  short,  a 
very  powerful  alterative,  as  well  as  purgative, 
and  its  use,  as  such,  may  be  persisted  in,  in 
many  cases,  for  a length  of  time,  with  very 
decided  benefit.  Care,  however,  must  be 
taken  not  to  push  its  debilitating  action  too 
far. 

In  this  form  of  Ophthalmia,  it  is  desirable 
that  the  patient  should  be  enabled  to  breathe 
a pure,  dry  atmosphere ; but  amongst  that 
class  of  the  community  inhabiting  the  metro- 
polis, who  are  generally  the  objects  of  treat- 
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merit  at  a public  charity,  this  simple  but  va- 
luable remedy  will  be  almost  always  unattain- 
able. A close,  confined,  and  unwholesome 
air,  is  both  a cause  and  support  of  Scrofula 
and  of  Scrofulous  Ophthalmia ; and  a removal 
into  the  country,  or  into  a more  airy  and 
healthful  situation,  will  alone  be  sufficient,  in 
many  cases,  to  effect  the  cure  of  this  disease. 

During  the  continuance  of  an  attack  of 
active  inflammation,  an  abstinence  from  all 
kinds  of  heating  and  fermenting  liquors,  and 
from  animal  food,  should  be  strictly  enjoined; 
but  when  the  acute  symptoms  shall  have 
subsided,  and  the  character  of  the  disease 
assumed  a more  chronic  form,  the  patient 
should  be  put  upon  a more  generous  diet. 
It  is  generally  admitted,  that  the  unwhole- 
some food  on  which  the  child I'en  of  the  poor 
are  fed,  is  one  of  the  most  exciting  causes  of 
the  disease  under  consideration.  It  becomes, 
therefore,  an  object  of  great  importance,  in 
laying  down  a plan  of  cui’e,  to  endeavour  to 
remedy  this  evil  as  much  as  possible,  and  to 
dii’ect  such  a diet  as  will  be  nutritious  and 
invigorating.  This,  however,  in  Dispensary 
practice,  is  too  often  the  part  of  the  treatment 
the  most  difficult  to  be  accomplished. 

Tire  morbid  irritability  of  the  oigan,  aud 


SCROFULOUS  OPHTHALMIA.  29 

the  extreme  intolerance  of  light,  which  gene- 
rally accompany  this  disease  throughout  all 
its  stages,  are  to  be  moderated  by  defending 
the  eye  from  the  admission  of  too  much  light, 
by  the  intervention  of  a green  shade  worn 
upon  the  forehead ; and  by  avoiding  all  em- 
ployment of  the  organ  upon  minute  objects, 
or  in  a strong  light.  But  it  will  not  be  ne- 
cessary to  confine  the  patient  to  a dark  room, 
nor  to  forbid  him  from  going  abroad  in  fine 
weather. 

In  a recent  attack  of  the  acute  form  of 
Strumous  Ophthalmia,  the  inflammation,  pain, 
and  irritation,  may.be  moderated  by  the  pro- 
per use  of  evaporating  and  slightly  astringent 
lotions,  applied  either  warm  or  cold,  accord- 
ing to  the  feelings  or  prejudices  of  the  pa- 
tient ; such  as  the  Liquor  Plumbi  Subacetatis 
dilutus  of  the  London  Pharmacopoeia ; weak 
solutions  of  the  Superacetate  of  I.iead  in  dis- 
tilled water ; lotions  composed  of  the  Decoc- 
tion of  Poppies,  and  small  quantities  of.Liquor 
Ammon.  Acet.  or  Spiritus  Rectificatus,  &c. ; 
or  by  fomenting  the  eye  and  parts  adjacent 
by  means  of  a sponge  and  hot  water  ; or  hot 
Decoction  of  Chamomile  or  of  Poppies,  or 
Solutions  of  Opium,  &c.  &c.  If  there  should 

be  present  symptoms  of  general  febrile  irrita- 
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tion  and  excitement,  it  will  be  proper  to  ad 
minister,  in  addition  to  the  remedies  already 
recommended,  some  gentle  diaphoretic,  as 
the  Saline  Draught,  or  Liquor  Ammon.  Acet. 
combined  with  Antimonials  and  Camphor 
Julep,  in  such  doses,  and  at  such  intervals, 
as  the  urgency  of  the  symptoms  and  the  age 
of  the  patient  may  require. 

When  the  acute  symptoms  shall  have  be- 
gun to  subside,  it  will  be  proper  to  endeavour 
to  restore  the  enlarged  and  loaded  vessels  of 
the  Conjunctiva  to  their  natural  calibre,  and 
to  relieve  the  irritability  of  the  organ,  by  the 
use  of  tonic  and  astringent  collyria,  composed 
of  solutions,  in  some  distilled  water,  of  the 
Sulphate  of  Zinc,  or  of  the  Sulphate  of  Cop- 
per, Alum,  &c.  These  solutions  should  be 
carefully  introduced  between  the  lids  and 
globe  of  the  eye  three  or  four  times  in  the 
day. 

If  there  should  be  an  increased  mucous 
discharge  from  the  Conjunctiva  and  Meibo- 
mian glands,  glueing  the  edges  of  the  lids 
together  during  sleep,  some  of  the  following 
ointments  may  be  applied  between  the  lids, 
and  along  their  inner  edges,  by  means  of  a 
camel’s  hair  pencil,  every  night  before  the 
patient  goes  to  bed,  viz.  Ung.  Plumbi  Super- 


SCROFULOUS  OPHTHALMIA. 


31 


acetatis,  Ung.  Zinci,  Ung.  Hydrargyri  Nitra- 
tis,  Ung.  Ophthalmicuin  (of  Janin  *),  Ung. 
Tutise,  &c.  &c.  These  ointments  should  be 
lowered  to  a proper  degree  of  strength,  by 
mixing  them  with  the  Ung.  Cetacei,  or  Hog’s 
Lard,  in  such  proportions  as  the  patient  can 
well  bear. 

Should  the  extreme  sensibility  of  the  organ 
to  the  admission  of  light  still  continue,  it 
may  be  relieved  by  the  application  of  blisters 
to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  or  behind  the  ears. 
The  counter  irritation  which  this  remedy  ex- 
cites, is  frequently  productive  of  immediate 
and  decided  benefit  in  this  form  of  the  com- 
plaint; and  it  may  be  repeated  at  short  inter- 
vals with  much  advantage.  With  the  same 
view,  Setons  also  are  very  serviceable ; 
more  especially  in  old  cases  attended  with 
nebula,  or  opacity  of  the  Cornea.,  They 
may  be  made  in  the  nape  of  the  neck,  or  be  - 
hind the  ears,  or  in  the  temple,  and  should 
be  kept  open  for  several  months. 

In  the  chronic  stage  of  Strumous  Oph- 
thalmia a more  close  attention  to  constitu- 
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tional  treatment  will  be  necessary.  Care  must 
then  be  taken  to  regulate  the  diet,  which 
ought  to  be  of  the  mildest,  and  most  nutri- 
tious and  digestible  kind.  Tlie  patient  should 
be  kept  clean,  and  warmly  clothed ; and  he 
should  be  made  to  take  a sufficiency  of  mo- 
derate exercise  in  the  open  air.  If  it  is  pos- 
sible, he  should  be  sent  into  the  country,  or, 
which  would  be  better,  to  the  sea-side.  In  this 
form  of  the  disease,  an  alterative  course  of  mild 
mercurials,  administered  at  proper  intervals, 
as  the  Hydrargyri  Suhmui'ias,  Hydrargyrum 
cum  Creta,  or  the  Hydrargyri  Sulphu return 
Nigrum,  will  be  often  productive  of  essential 
service.  At  the  same  time,  such  medicines 
should  be  exhibited  as  are  calculated  to  invi- 
gorate the  constitution,  and  to  give  tone  and 
strength  to  the  solids,  such  as  Cinchona,  the 
mineral  acids,  the  various  preparations  of 
Iron,  Sarsaparilla,  Dulcamara,  &c.  &c. 

To  enter  very  fully  into  a detail  of  the 
constitutional  treatment  of  the  Strumous 
Ophthalmia,  with  a view  to  the  prevention  of 
a relapse,  in  this  place,  would  be  to  depart 
from  the  plan  I had  laid  down,  and  involve 
me  in  a dissertation  on  the  more  extended 
forms  of  Scrofula.  I shall,  therefore,  content 
myself  with  the  few  general  observations  I 
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have  made  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  and 
confine  the  remaining  hints  I have  to  offer  to 

THE. MANAGEMENT  OF  LOCAL  SYMPTOMS. 

The  pustules  which  form  in  this  disease,  and 
are  one  of  its  peculiar  characteristics,  should 
never  be  opened  by  art.  The  matter  which 
they  contain  is  generally  viscid  and  adhesive, 
and  will  not  follow  the  point  of  a lancet. 
When  a successful  mode  of  treatment  has 
been  adopted,  they  will  frequently  disappear 
very  rapidly,  more  particularly  in  recent 
cases.  Under  different  circumstances,  they 
may  degenerate  into  ulcers  ; which,  as  I have 
already  stated,  constitute  the  most  formidable 
and  distressing  symptom  of  the  disease.  When 
this  happens,  increase  of  inflammation  and 
pain,  and  of  intolerance  of  light,  generally 
takes  place.  Under  these  circumstances,  The 
severity  of  the  pain  will  be  relieved  by  the 
application  of  two  or  three  leeches  to  the 
under  eyelid,  assisted  by  a brisk  mercurial 
purge.  The  eye  should,  at  the  same  time,  be 
lightly  covered  with  linen  rags,  wetted  with 
some  cooling  lotion  ; and  the  patient  forbid- 
den to  use  it  on  small  objects,  or  in  a strong 
light. 
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When  the  ulcer  has  pierced  the  Cornea, 
and  prolapsus  of  the  Iris  has  taken  place,  two 
desirable  objects  are  indicated,  viz.  to  stop 
the  further  progress  of  the  ulcer,  and  to  re- 
strain as  much  as  possible  the  descent  of  the 
Iris.  To  accomplish  tliese  ends,  it  is  re- 
commended to  touch  the  surface  of  the  ulcer 
■w^ith  a bit  of  Argenti  Nitras,  scraped  to  a 
point,  every  day  or  every  other  day;  or  to 
inject  over  the  eye  a solution  of  it,  in  the 
proportion  of  two  or  three  grains  to  an  ounce 
of  water  two  or  three  times  a day.  By  this 
mode  of  proceeding  adhesion  quickly  takes 
place  between  the  Iris  and  the  edges  of  the 
ulcer — the  further  escape  of  the  aqueous 
humour  is  prevented — the  pain  and  irritabi- 
lity are  subdued — and  cicatrization  in  gene- 
ral goes  on  well.  If,  after  the  adhesion  of 
the  Iris  to  the  ulcer  has  been  accomplished, 
the  prolapsed  portion  of  that  membrane 
should  project  much  beyond  the  level  of  the 
Conjunctiva,  it  must  either  be  destroyed  by 
repeated  touches  of  the  caustic,  or  snipped 
oil'  with  a pair  of  scissars,  and  the  cut  sur- 
face touched  immediately  with  the  Argenti 
Nitras. 

When  the  ulcer  assumes  a nearly  trans- 
parent appearance,  is  not  surrounded  by  a 
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halo  of  lymph,  and  can  only,  with  difficulty 
be  distinguished  from  the  rest  of  the  Cornea 
when  looked  at  obliquely,  a state  very  oppo- 
site to  inflammatory  action  is  indicated.  There 
is  then,  as  has  been  already  explained,  a 
deficiency  of  that  action  in  the  vessels  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  the  restorative  process.  Here 
a more  stimulating  plan  of  treatment  be- 
comes necessary;  the  languor  of  the  system 
is  to  be  supported  by  a generous  diet,  and 
the  exhibition  of  bark  and  the  mineral  acids, 
more  especially  of  the  diluted  Sulphuric  Acid: 
and  the  vessels  of  the  part  should  be  stimu- 
lated to  increased  action  by  the  use  of  lotions 
containing  Sulphate  of  Zinc,  Sulphate  of 
Copper,  Nitrate  of  Silver,  Oxymuriate  of 
Mercury,  See.  or  by  touching  them  occasion- 
ally with  the  Nitrate  of  Silver  scraped  to  a 
point. 

In  the  transparent  interstitial  ulcer  the 
same  deficiency  of  healthy  action  is  present, 
and  will  require  a mode  of  treatment  nearly 
similar  to  that  just  described;  but,  as  this 
species  of  ulcer  is  still  covered  by  the  Con- 
junctiva, the  application  of  the  Nitrate  of 
Silver  in  substance  will  not  be  necessary  nor 
proper.  This  ulcer  will  sometimes  continue 
tor  a long  time  without  occasioning  any  in- 
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convenience  to  the  patient,  even  after  most  of 
the  other  symptoms  shall  have  subsided. 

The  cloudy  state  of  the  Cornea,  which 
sometimes  attends  a mild  attack  of  the  Stru- 
mous Ophthalmia,  commonly  subsides  as  the 
inflammation  goes  olf^'and  leaves  the  Cornea 
perfectly  clear : but  the  more  dense  and  solid 
opacities,  called  Lencoma,  Albugo,  &c.  are 
more  difiicultly  removed,  and  require  a long- 
continued  use  of  various  stimulating  lotions 
and  ointments.  Solutions  of  Oxymuriate  of 
Mercury  are  sometimes  very  useful,  as  well 
as  many  of  those  lotions  and  ointments  al- 
ready mentioned.  The  vinous  tincture  of 
Opium  may  also  be  tried  with  good  effect ; 
and  I have  known  considerable  advantage  to 
be  derived  from  the  insertion  of  a seton  into 
the  nape  of  the  neck.  Time  alone  is  often 
more  serviceable  than' surgical  treatment. 

Although  all  the  symptoms  of  an  attack 
of  Strumous  Ophthalmia  shall  have  subsided, 
and  the  eye  shall  appear  to  have  perfectly 
Vecovered  its  healthy  state,  the  organ  will 
still  remain  highly  susceptible  of  a relapse 
from  very  slight  causes.  It  behoves,  there- 
fore, the  surgeon  to  put  his  patient  on  his 
guard  against  this  event,  and  to  endeavour  to 
preserve  a state  of  health  by  a perseverance 
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iu  the  use  of  those  remedies,  internal  and  ex- 
ternal, and  in  the  observance  of  those  rules 
of  diet  and  exercise,  &c.  by  means  of  which 
the  attack  has  been  subdued,  for  some  weeks 
after  the  cure  has  been  effected. 
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CASE  I. 

Wm.  Knapp,  eight  years  of  age,  came 
under  my  care  at  the  St.  George’s  and  St. 
James’s  Dispensary,  June  19,  1817,  for  Stru- 
mous Ophthalmia  of  the  left  eye.  The  eye 
was  red  and  inflamed;  there  was  a good  deal 
of  intolerance  of  light  with  flux  of  tears,  and 
a slight  speck  on  the  transparent  Cornea. 
He  had  also  enlargement  of  the  submaxillary 
glands,  and  an  ill-conditioned  scabby  erup- 
tion on  the  face  and  chin,  and  about  the  ears, 
and  looked  out  of  health. 

He  was  directed  to  take  two  grains  of  Ca- 
lomel every  second  night;  and,  on  account  of 
the  eruptions,  twelve  drops  of  the  diluted 
Sulphuric  Acid  in  a draught  of  Decoction  of 
Bark  three  times  a day.  He  was  ordered  to 
bathe  the  eye  frequently  during  the  day  with 
the  Liq.  Plumbi  Subacet.  dilut.  and  to  intro- 
duce some  Ung.  Hydrargyri  Nitratis,  diluted 
with  two  parts  of  Ung.  Cetacei,  between  the 
lids  every  night  at  bedtime. 
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June  24.  The  Ophthalmia  was  subsiding. 

June  28.  There  was  increase  of  Ophthal- 
mia with  a pustule  on  the  edge  of  the  Cornea 
and  pain  in  the  eye.  The  Bark  draughts 
were  omitted.  Three  leeches  were  applied 
to  the  lower  eyelid;  he  was  directed  to  conti 
nue  the  Calomel  every  other  night,  and  the 
morning  after  to  take  the  following  powder: 
Pulv.  Rhei, 

Jalap,  aa  3x.  M. 

/ 

July  3.  The  Ophthalmia  was  less  acute. 

July  12.  The  pustule  was  healed — intole- 
rance much  relieved — eruptions  fading.  The 
Calomel  and  purging  powder  were  continued, 
and  he  returned  to  the  use  of  the  Bark  and 
Sulphuric  Acid. 

July  19.  The  eye  was  free  from  inflam- 
mation, a thin  film  only  remaining  on  the 
Cornea.  The  enlarged  submaxillary  glands 
were  nearly  dispersed,  and  the  eruptions  con- 
tinued to  fade  and  disappear. 

He  followed  up  this  plan  of  treatment  till 
the  beginning  of  August,  when,  being  per- 
fectly well,  he  ceased  to  attend. 

Sept.  1819.  ' His  mother  informed  me 
that  his  health  had  continued  uninterruptedly 
good,  and  that  he  had  had  no  return  of  the 
ophthalmic  attack. 

1)  4 
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CASE  II. 

Eliza  Emerson,  two  years  and  a half  old, 
became  a patient  at  the  St.  George’s  and  St. 
James’s  Dispensary,  June  24,  1817,  with 
Strumous  Ophthalmia  of  both  eyes.  The 
Conjunctiva  in  each  eye  was  highly  red  and 
vascular,  with  disposition  to  form  pustules  on 
the  circumference  of  the  Cornea.  There  was 
general  cloudiness  of  each  Cornea,  with 
specks  of  deeper  opacity;  and  so  much  into- 
lerance of  light,  that  it  was  with  considerable 
difficulty  the  eyes  could  be  got  open  in  order 
to  examine  the  state  they  were  in.  There 
was  scrofulous  swelling  of  the  glands  behind 
the  eeirs  and  in  each  groin,  and  she  had 
otherwise  a scrofulous  appearance.  The  mo- 
ther stated,  that  the  child  had  had  the  scar- 
let fever  in  the  preceding  September ; soon 
after  which  the  eyes  were  attacked  with  this 
complaint,  and  had  not  been  free  from  it 
since.  She  took  one  grain  of  Calomel  every 
other  night,  and  the  morning  'after  the  fol-.  • 
lowing  purge : 

BL.  Pulv.  Rhei  gr.  v. 

Magnes.  Carbon,  gr.  x.  M. 

A saturnine  lotion  wa.s  prescribed  for  the 
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eyes,  and  she  took  six  drops  of  the  diluted 
Sulphuric  Acid  three  times  a day. 

July  3.  The  redness  of  the  Conjunctiva 
was  going  off.  No  appearance  of  pustule 
remained,  and  the  CornecC  were  somewhat 
clearer.  There  appeared  an  eruption  on 
the  head  of  Tinea  Capitis.  A poultice  was 
applied  to  the  head,  the  hair  having  been 
first  shaved;  and  after  the  scabs  had  sepa- 
rated, the  mother  was  desired  to  apply  the 
Ung.  Hydrarg.  Nit.  dil.  twice  a day. 

July  22.  The  inflammation  had  consider- 
ably subsided ; the  intolerance  of  light  was 
much  relieved ; and  the  cloudiness  of  the 
Cornese  was  going  off. 

An  eruption  resembling  Scabies  had  now 
appeared  upon  the  back  and  abdomen,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  rubbed  three  or  four  times 
a day  with  Sulphur  ointment. 

July  24.  There  was  a relapse  of  inflam- 
mation, with  pain  and  intolerance;  and  a 
leech  was  applied  to  each  under  eyelid. 

The  eruption  on  the  back  and  abdomen 
had  aliriost  disappeared. 

July  29.  A small  transparent  ulcer  had 
formed  on  the  left  Cornea.  There  was  no 
appearance  of  that  halo  of  lymph  surrounding 
the  ulcer,  which  marks  the  healing  process. 
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and  therefore  the  Calomel  was  omitted  ; but 
she  was  directed  to  continue  the  Sulphuric 
Acid,  and  to  take  it  in  Decoction  of  Bark  three 
times  a day,  to  put  a blister  on  the  neck, 
and  to  bathe  the  eye  with  a solution  of  the 
Sulphate  of  Zinc  instead  of  the  saturnine  lo- 
tion. The  bowels  were  kept  open  with  Rhu- 
barb and  Jalap. 

Another  blister  was  applied  to  the  neck 
on  the  9th  of  August.  On  the  14th  there  was 
increase  of  pain  and  intolerance,  with  febrile 
excitement ; and  she  was  ordered  two  grains 
of  Calomel  every  second  night,  and  a purg- 
ing powder  the  morning  after,  and  to  take 
the  following  draught  three  times  a day. 

R.  Liq.  Ammon.  Acet.  ; 

Decoct.  Cinchon.  ^vj  ; 

Ext.  Cinchon.  gr.  v. 

M.  fiat  Haustus. 

Aug.  24:  The  intolerance  was  much  re- 
lieved; the  redness  of  the  Conjunctiva  was 
subsiding;  and  the  ulcer  on  the  Cornea 
healing. 

Sept.  9.  The  ulcer  of  the  Cornea  was 
healed  ; the  vascularity  and  intolerance  nearly  - 
gone  ; the  opacity  of  the  Cornea  in  the  right 
eye  disappearing.  Om'  Calomel.  Rep*^  alia. 

Sept.  30.  There  was  recurrence  of  pus- 
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tular  Ophthalmia,  accompanied  with  into- 
lerance of  light  and  sneezing,  in  the  left  eye. 
In  the  right  eye,  the  opacity  of  the  Cornea 
continued  to  subside.  The  Bark  draughts 
with  Sulphuric  Acid  were  therefore  omitted, 
and  recourse  again  had  to  Calomel  every 
other  night,  in  doses  of  two  grains,  which 
were  purged  off  the  following  morning  by  the 
Pulv.  Scammou.  co. ; and  the  saturnine  lotion 
was  substituted  for  the  solution  of  the  Sul- 
phate of  Zinc. 

Oct.  4.  A blister  was  put  on  the  nape  of 
the  neck. 

Oct.  9.  The  intolerance  and  inflammation 
were  much  subsided.  She  could  open  the 
eyes  without  sneezing.  The  same  plan  was 
persisted  in,  with  the  addition  of  the  Bark 
and  Sulphuric  Acid. 

Oct.  25.  The  redness,  intolerance,  and 
cloudiness  had  nearly  disappeared  from  both 
eyes.  The  Calomel  was  left  off*. 

Nov.  1.  All  appearance  of  inflammation 
was  removed  from  both  eyes.  The  specks 
were  absorbed  from  the  right  Cornea.  She 
could  use  her  eyes  in  a strong  light  without 
inconvenience.  The  Bark  was  changed  for 
ten  drops  of  the  diluted  Sulphuric  Acid 
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three  times  a day ; and  in  the  beginning  of 
December  she  was  discharged  cured. 

This  child  was  again  admitted  on  the 
books  of  the  Dispensary,  Sept.  10,  1818, 
with  impetiginous  eruptions  on  the  face,  body, 
nates,  pudenda,  and  extremities,  in  patches 
of  various  sizes,  hot,  painful,  and  irritable, 
and  discharging  a thin  ichorous  matter,  ex- 
coriating the  sound  parts,  and  some  of  the 
pustules  had  gone  into  ulceration.  She  had  a 
quick  pulse,  white  tongue,  and  a full,  hard 
abdomen ; but  the  bowels  were  stated  to  be 
regular.  She  had  been  attacked  two  months 
before  her  admission  ; and  soon  after  the  at- 
tack, had  been  sent  into  the  country,  where 
she  lived  chiefly  on  milk  : but,  nevertheless, 
the  disease  had  continued  to  gain  ground. 
She  was  directed  to  go  into  a warm  bath 
twice  a day,  and  afterwards  to  be  itibbed  all 
over  with  an  ointment  composed  of  equal 
parts  of  Unguent.  Plumbi  Superacet.  and 
Ung.  Zinci ; to  take  five  grains  of  Hydrarg. 
c Greta  every  night,  and  fifteen  grains  of 
Pulv.  Scammon,  c.  twice  a week. 

Under  this  treatment,  the  action  of  the 
bowels  was  increased ; the  belly  became  less 
prominent  and  softer ; the  eruption  less  vivid 
and  irritable;  with  loss  of  ichorous  discharge;' 
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and  the  ulcerated  pustules  put  on  a healing 
appearance. 

Sept.  24,  she  had  an  attack  of  Strumous 
Ophthalmia  in  the  left  eye,  with  intolerance 
of  light,  and  a pustule  on  the  edge  of  the 
Cornea. 

A saturnine  lotion  was  directed  for  the 
eye ; and  she  took  two  grains  of  Calomel 
every  second  night,  and  the  morning  after 
fifteen  grains  of  Pulv.  Scammon.  comp. 

On  the  25th,  she  was  seized  with  sick- 
ness and  vomiting,  followed  on  the  succeed- 
ing day  by  Erysipelas  on  the  right  cheek. — 
On  the  1st  of  October,  this  had  nearly  sub- 
sided ; the  impetiginous  ulcers  were  healed ; 
the  eruptions  had  dried  up,  leaving  deep, 
purple-coloured  stains  on  the  skin;  and  there 
was  less  of  inflammation  and  intolerance  in 
the  eye. 

She  was  now  ordered  to  take  the  diluted 
Sulphuric  Acid  three  times  a day,  and  to 
bathe  the  eye  with  a colly rium  of  Sulphate 
of  Zinc-. 

Under  this  treatment  her  health  appeared 
at  first  to  be  mending ; but  the  subsidence  of 
the  Ophthalmia,  and  the  disappearance  of  the 
stains  from  the  eruption,  went  on  very  slowly; 
and  towards  the  end  of  the  month  a siibax-' 
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illary  gland  inflamed  and  swelled,  and  a 
gland  enlarged  in  the  left  axilla;  besides  this, 
there  took  place  a large  discharge  of  ill-con-, 
ditioned,  offensive  matter  from  the  nostrils, 
mixed  with  lumps  of  inspissated  mucus,  oc- 
casionally tinged  with  blood. 

She  was  desired  to  take  the  Sulphuric 
Acid  in  Decoction  of  Bark. 

The  gland  in  the  neck  suppurated,  and 
burst  by  a small  opening  about  the  middle  of 
November.  This  opening  gradually  enlarged, 
and  gave  vent  to  a quantity  of  slough,  and 
exposed  some  diseased  gland  at  the  bottom  of 
the  abscess.  During  this  time  the  eye_  got 
quite  well,  the  stains  of  the  eruption  died 
away,  and  her  health  evidently  improved. 

In  the  end  of  December  the  ulcer  in  the 
neck  had  still  a sloughy  surface  and  dis- 
eased irregular  edges  ; but  her  health  conti- 
nued to  improve,  although  slowly,  and  the 
discharge  from  the  nose  to  diminish. 

In  this  state  she  quitted  the  Dispensary, 
as  her  parents  were  going  to  reside  in  the 
country  ; and  I have  not  since  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  hearing  any  thing  concerning  her. 
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CASE  III. 

Anne  Sullivan,  setat.  three  years,  was  ad- 
mitted, July  24,  1817,  having  Strumous  Oph- 
thalmia, with  much  intolerance  of  light,  in 
both  eyes.  In  the  right  eye  there  was  great 
vascularity  of  the  Conjunctiva,  and  a number 
of  pustules  round  the  margin  of  the  Cornea. 
The  sight  of  this  eye  was  destroyed,  in  con- 
secfuence  of  a large  prolapsus  of  the  Iris 
through  an  ulcer  in  the  Cornea,  which  had 
taken  place  upon  a former  occasion,  and 
obliterated  the  pupil. 

She  had  been  suffering  from  the  present 
attack  four  months. 

She  was  ordered  to  take  two  grains  of 
Calomel  every  other  night,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing twelve  grains  of  Pulv.  Scammon.  comp, 
and  to  keep  some  linen  wetted  with  the  sa- 
turnine lotion  upon  the  eyes. 

July  29.  The  redness  of  the  Conjunctiva, 
and  the  intolerance  of  light,  had  much  sub- 
sided. The  pustules  in  the  right  eye  were 
healed. 

August  9.  'file  left  eye  was  quite  reco- 
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vered,  and  there  was  very  little  redness  re- 
maining in  the  right. 

August  19.  She  was  discharged  cured. 


CASE  IV. 

Elizabeth  French,  ten  years  of  age,  was 
admitted,  August  21,  1817,  with  redness  and 
inflammation  of  the  Conjunctiva  of  the  right 
eye,  slight  intolerance  of  light,  and  pustules 
on  the  margin  of  the  Cornea  : clusters  of  red 
vessels  were  seen  passing  to,  and  terminating 
in,  the  pustules ; there  was  also  Tinea  Cili- 
'aris  occupying  the  margin  of  the  eyelids. 

She  had  been  ill  ten  days. 

She  took  two  grains  of  Calomel  every 
second  night,  and  the  following  morning  a 
powder,  composed  of  equal  parts  of  Jalap 
and  Rhubarb  ; and  the  saturnine  lotion  was 
applied  to  the  eye. 

August  25.  The  redness  and  inflamma- 
tion were  very  little  relieved,  and  two  leeches 
were  put  on  the  under  eyelid. 

August  30.  The  inflammation  and  in- 
tolerance were  much  subsided,  and  the  pus- 

t 

tides  healing. 

Sept.  4.  The  pustules  were  healed,  and 
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no  appearance  of  inflammation  was  remain- 
ing ; but  the  Tinea  Ciliaris  still  continued. 
The  alterative  plan  was  persisted  in,  and  she 
was  directed  to  apply  some  diluted  Citrine 
Ointment  to  the  edges  of  the  eyelids  every 
night  at  bedtime.  The  strength  of  the  oint- 
ment was  gradually  increased ; but  the  dis- 
ease yielded  very  slowly  to  its  influence. 

Dec.  27.  She  had  a relapse  of  inflamma- 
tion in  the  same  eye,  followed  by  a pustule 
on  the  Cornea,  which  gave  way  to  the  appli- 
cation of  two  leeches,  and  the  continued  use 
of  the  alterative  plan  ; and  in  January  follow- 
ing she  ceased  to  attend; 

CASE  V. 

Anne  Lewis,  six  years  and  a half  old,  was 
admitted  a patient  of  the  St.  George’s  and 
St.  James’s  Dispensary,  November  25,  1817.. 
She  was  of  a scrofulous  habit  of  body,  with 
ricketty  softness  of  the  ends  of  the  long 
bones ; and  the  lower  extremities  were  twisted 
and  distorted  in  all  directions  from  the  same 
cause. 

The  mother  stated,  that  the  child  had 
had  the  natural  small-pox  two  months  be- 


B 


50 


CA9B9  OF 


fore ; and  when  she  was  recovered  from  that 
complaint,  the  left  eye  was  observed  to  be 
affected  with  violent  inflammation. 

At  the  time  of  her  admission,  the  Con- 
junctiva, covering  the  ball  of  that  eye,  was 
of  a deep  uniform  red  colour,  resembling  a 
piece  of  red  cloth,  and  had  a flabby  relaxed 
look.  The  whole  substance  of  the  Cornea 
had  a dense  white  appearance,  nearly  resem- 
bling the  inside  of  an  oyster-shell,  and  was 
so  opaque  as  completely  to  hide  the  Pupil. 
There  was  a good  deal  of  intolerance  of  light, 
and  the  lids  were  glued  together  in  the  morn- 
ing. The  child  was  weakly  and  owt  of 
health,  and  had  an  impaired  and  irregular 
appetite ; but  the  bowels  were  regular,  and 
the  tongue  tolerably  clean. 

She  was  ordered  ten  drops  of  the  diluted 
Sulphuric  Acid  three  times  a day  in  a little 
water,  sweetened  with  sugar ; to  bathe  the 
eye  with  a lotion  composed  of  two  grains  of 
the  Sulphate  of  Zinc  in  an  ounce  of  water, 
and  to  introduce  some  diluted  Citrine  Oint- 
ment between  the  lids  every  night  at  going 
to  bed.  She  was  also  directed  one.  grain  of 
Calomel  every  other  night,  and  twelve  grains 
of  Rhubarb  every  other  morning. 
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Dec.  6.  She  had  a blister  to  the  nape  of 
the  neck. 

Dec.  13.  Her  general  health  was  im- 
proving ; the  Conjunctiva  was  less  vascular ; 
the  intolerance  of  light  was  not  so  trouble- 
some ; and  the  opacity  of  the  Cornea  was 
somewhat  diminished.  Her  physic  generally 
procured  three  copious  evacuations  from  the 
bowels.  Another  blister  was  applied  to  the 
neck,  and  directed  to  be  kept  open  with  the 
Cerat.  Sabinae.  The  effect  of  this  plan  of 
treatment  was  well  marked  and  highly  satis- 
factory. The  redness,  opacity,  and  intole- 
rance of  light,  rapidly  diminished;  and  on 
the  3d  of  January  1818,  the  Conjunctiva 
had  nearly  regained  its  natural  appearance ; 
the  Cornea,  instead  of  being  perfectly  dense 
and  white,  had  now  acquired  a light  blueish 
semi-transparent  appearance,  and  was  be- 
coming daily  clearer.  A good  deal  of  dis- 
charge was  kept  up  from  the  blister ; and  her 
health  had  greatly  amended. 

January  22.  One  or  two  drops  of  the 
following  Solution  were  ordered  to  be  drop- 
ped into  the  eye  every  night : 

R.  Hydragyri  Oxymuriat.  gr.  ij  ; 

Aquae  distill,  ^j- 
Ft.  solutio. 
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This  application  excited  a good  deal  of 
pain;  but  the  action  of  the  absorbents  was 
much  accelerated  by  it,  and  the  dispersion 
of  the  opacity  was  more  rapid  than  before. 

Feb.  3.  The  blister  was  now  nearly  healed, 
and  it  was  observed,  that,  as  the  discharge 
from  it  ceased,  the  opacity  again  became 
more  dense.  The  blister  was  therefore  suf- 
fered to  heal  up,  and  as  soon  as  that  had 
taken  place  a fresh  blister  was  put  on,  and  a 
large  dischai’ge  kept  up  from  it  by  Cerat.  Sa- 
binse;  and  she  was  able  to  bear  the  drops 
to  be  put  into  the  eye  in  the  morning  as  well 
as  at  night. 

In  the  middle  of  March,  a small  trans- 
parent interstitial  ulcer  formed  in  the  centre 
of  the  opacity.  The  Calomel  was  now  left 
off,  and  in  a week  the  little  ulcer  was  filled 
up.  From  this  time  her  attendance  was  at 
long  intervals,  having  no  active  complaint  in 
the  eye ; but  she  continued  to  take  the  Sul- 
phuric Acid,  and  to  apply^the  sublimate  so- 
lution as  usual.  The'  absorption  of  the  opacity 
went  on  slowly  but  progressively,  and  vision 
gradually  improved.  In  August  the  Acid 
was  changed  for  the  Vinum  Ferri,  of  which 
she  took  a drachm  three  times  a day  in  a 
wine  glass  full  of  porter.  This  medicine 
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agi’ced  very  well  with  her,  and  under  its  use 
she  gained  health,  flesh,  and  strength. 

Feb.  3,  1819.  The  opacity  was  reduced 
to  a mere  film. 

March  6.  She  was  brought  to  the  Dispen* 
sary,  suffering  great  pain  from  a violent  at- 
tack of  inflammation  in  the  same  eye.  The 
eye  was  closed  by  great  tumefaction  of  the 
upper  lid.  The  Conjunctiva  lining  the  lid 
was  covered  with  matter  resembling  slough — 
the  eyeball  had  a fiery  red  appearance,  and  the 
entire  Cornea  presented  a dull,  obscure  look, 
as  if  about  to  slough.  This  alarming  attack 
had  been  brought  on  by  a too  liberal  and  un- 
guarded administration  of  the  solution  to  the 
eye. 

By  the  free  use  of  leeches,  Calomel  purges, 
and  an  active  antiphlogistic  treatment,  the 
threatened  mischief  was  averted ; and  at  the 
end  of  a week  the  eye  was  nearly  in  the  same 
state  as  before  the  attack. 

She  could  now  see  almost  as  well  with- 
this  eye  as  with  the  other ; the  film  was 
scarcely  discernible,  and  her  friends  thought 
it  unnecessary  that  she  should  continue  any 
longer  to  attend.  The  ends  of  the  long 
bones  of  the  extremities  were  still  enlarged 
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and  bulbous,  but  the  distortion  and  deformity 
of  the  limbs  had  ceased  to  increase. 


CASE  VI. 

Mary  Austin,  five  years  of  age,  having  a 
fair  complexion,  light  hair,  and  blue  eyes, 
came  under  my  care  at  the  St.  George’s  and 
St.  James’s  Dispensary,  April  2,  1818.  There 
was  increased  vascularity  of  the  Conjunctiva 
in  each  eye,  the  vessels  running  in  fasciculi 
towards  pustules  on  the  margin  of  the  Cor- 
nea, intolerance'  of  light,  and  flux  of  tears. 
In  the  right  eye  there  was  a speck  on  the 
Cornea,  of  a twelvemonth’s  standing. 

On  the  ears  and  chin  there  were,  also, 
patches  of  Porrigo  Favosa.  Bowels  regular 
—tongue  clean. 

These  complaints  had  followed  a severe 
attack  of  scarlet  fever. 

She  was  directed  a grain  of  Calomel  every 
night ; and  every  morning  a purging  powder 
of  Rhubarb  and  Jalap,  of  each  six  grains : 
to  apply  a lotion  of  the  Sulphate  of  Zinc  to 
the  eyes,  and  an  ointment  of  equal  parts  of 
Ung.  Plumbi  Superacet.  and  Ung.  Zinci  to  the 
eruption. 
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April  14.  The  Ophthalmia  was  consider- 
ably relieved,  and  the  pustules  healed.  The 
eruption  on  the  ears  and  chin  was  dying 
away. 

The  gums  were  affected  by  the  Calomel, 
and  bled  occasionally.  She  was,  therefore, 
ordered  to  take  it  only  every  second  night. 
Undiluted  Ung.  Zinci  was  ordered  for  the 
eruptions. 

April  21.  Mouth  better — the  eruptions 
continued  to  fade : but  there  was  slight  in- 
crease of  vascularity  in  the  Conjunctiva,  with 
disposition  to  pustule,  and  intolerance  of 
light. 

She  was  desired  to  take  three  grains  of 
Hydrarg.  h Creta  every  night  at  bedtime ; 
and  ten  drops  of  the  diluted  Sulphuric  Acid 
three  times  a day. 

April  28.  The  increased  vascularity  had 
subsided. 

May  19.  Eyes  were  nearly  well — the 
speck  on  the  right  Cornea  was  much  re- 
duced, and  the  eruption  scarcely  visible. 

June  16.  No  complaint  remaining;  the 
speck  on  the  Cornea  hardly  perceptible. 
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CASE  VII, 

\ 

Mary  Sullivan,  seven  years  of  age,  was 
admitted,  November  19,  1818.  She  had 
been  subject  to  inflamed  and  sore  eyes  for  six 
months.  At  the  time  of  her  admission  there 
was  strumous  inflammation  of  both  eyes,  a 
considerable  degree  of  intolerance,  accompa- 
nied with  sneezing,  and  watering  of  the  eyes ; 
mucous  discharge  from  the  Meibomian  glands 
agglutinating  the  lids  during  sleep ; and  in 
the  centre  of  the  left  Cornea,  a small  trans- 
parent interstitial  ulcer. 

She  .took  two  grains  of  Calomel  every 
other  night,  and  the  morning  after,  the  fol- 
lowing powder : 

Pulv.  Rhei, 

Pulv.  Jalap,  aa  gr.  viij. 

M.  Fiat  Pulv. 

She  was  directed  to  bathe  the  eye  during 
the  day,  with  a lotion  of  the  Sulphate  of  Zinc, 
and  to  smear  the  edges  of  the  eyelids  at  bed- 
time, with  some  diluted  Citrine  Ointment. 

December  3.  The  eyes  were  better ; but 
the  interstitial  ulcer  did  not  fill  up^  and  was 
still  transparent. 
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The  Calomel  and  purging  powder  were 
discontinued;  and  she  took  eight  drops  of 
the  diluted  Sulphuric  Acid  three  times  a day. 

Dec.  12.  The  interstitial  ulcer  was  slightly 
cloudy,  and  nearly  filled  up.  The  intolerance 
of  light  was  much  abated. 

Dec.  22.  There  was  slight  increase  of  in- 
tolerance of  light.  A blister  was  applied  to 
the  nape  of  the  neck ; and  she  was  again 
directed  to  take  the  Calomel  and  purging 
powder  as  before. 

January  2,  1819.  The  .interstitial  ulcer 
was  healed ; and  the  vascularity  of  the  Con- 
junctiva much  reduced;  but  the  intolerance 
of  light  continued.  She  went  on  with  the 
Calomel  and  purging  powder  every  other 
day,  and  on  the  7th  of  January  she  was  per- 
fectly salivated,  with  ulceration  of  the  tongue 
and  swelled  face.  The  intolerance  was 
greatly  relieved  by  this  circumstance ; and 
the  eyes  appeared  to  be  nearly  well.  She 
was  now  ordered  to  omit  the  Calomel,  and 
the  dose  of  the  acid  was  increased  to  ten 
drops. 

Jan.  14.  The  mouth  was  nearly  well. 

Jan.  28.  The  intolerance  had  again  be- 
come troublesome,  and  was  accompanied  by 
mucous  discharge  from  the  Meibomian 
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glands,  and  redness  of  the  Conjunctiva  lining 
the  lids. 

The  Sulphuric  Acid  was  again  left  off. 
She  took  three  grains  of  Hydrarg.  h Creta 
every  night,  and  had  a collyrium  for  the  eyes, 
composed  of  ten  grains  of  the  Sulphate  of 
Copper  in  six  ounces  of  water. 

Feb.  11.  Very  little  improvement. 

Five  grains  of  the  Sulphate  of  Copper 
were  added  to  the  collyrium : a blister  was 
put  on  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  kept  open 
by  the  Cerat.  Sabinse. 

Feb.  16.  The  intolerance  did  not  go  off; 
abdomen  prominent  and  full. 

Fifteen  grains  of  the  Pulv.  Scammon. 
Co.  were  directed  to  be  taken  every  other 
morning,  in  addition  to  the  rest  of  the  plan. 

March  10.  The  eyes  had  nearly  resumed 
their  natural  appearance ; the  intolerance  had 
subsided ; and  there  was  scarcely  any  in- 
creased secretion  of  mucus  from  the  glands, 

Soon  after  this  she  ceased  to  attend  at  the 
Dispensary. 

CASE  VIII. 

Sarah  Grascomb,  aged  three  years,  was 
brought  to  the  St.  George’s  and  St.  James’s 
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Dispensary,  August  15,  1818,  [with  chronic 
Strumous  Ophthalmia  of  the  right  eye.  The 
vessels  of  the  Conjunctiva  were  enlarged 
and  varicose;  and  there  was  intolerance  of 
light,  and  increased  secretion  of  tears. 

She  took  a grain  of  Calomel  every  night ; 
and  a purging  powder  of  Rhubarb  and  Ja- 
lap every  other  morning ; and  used  a lotion  of 
the  Sulphate  of  Zinc  to  the  eye. 

But  very  little  amendment  took  place,  the 
vessels  remained  enlarged  and  varicose ; and 
on  the  29th,  she  was  desired  to  take  six  drops 
of  the  diluted  Sulphuric  Acid,  three  times  a 
day,  in  a little  sugar  and  water. 

Sept.  12.  Increased  action  had  taken 
place  in  the  vessels  of  the  Conjunctiva,  with 
a deposition  of  lymph  in  the  Cornea,  over 
the  pupil ; and  the  lids  were  glued  together, 
during  sleep,  by  mucus  from  the  Meibomian 
glands.  This  was  attributed  to  exposure  to 
cold. 

The  Sulphuric  Acid  was  discontinued. 
She  was  ordered  to  return  to  the  use  of  the 
Calomel  and  purging  powder  as  before ; and 
to  apply  some  Unguentum  Zinci  between  the 
eyelids  every  night  at  bedtime. 

Sept.  18.  The  increased  action  was  sub- 
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siding',  and  the  cloudiness  of  the  Cornea 
beginning  to  disappear. 

Oct.  15.  All  redness,  and  intolerance  of 
light,  had  quite  subsided,  and  the  opacity  of 
the  Cornea  had  almost  disappeared.  The  in- 
creased secretion  of  mucus  had  ceased. 

November  19.' She  had  ceased  to  attend, 
the  eye  having  been  quite  well : but  she  re- 
turned this  day  with  a slight  relapse  of  in- 
flammation in  the  same  eye,  and  increase  of 
the  nebulous  opacity  of  the  Cornea. 

The  Calomel  and  purging  powder  were 
repeated  as  before ; and  the  Sulphate  of  Zinc 
lotion. 

Nov.  *28.  The  inflammation  had  much 
subsided. 

Dec.  10.  The  inflammation  had  quite  sub- 
sided : but  the  opacity  of  the  Cornea  was  very 
little  altered. 

B;.  Hydrargyri  Oxymuriatis  gr.  j ; 

Aquae  distillat.  M!. 

Imponantur  oculo  gutt.  j vel  ij  omni  nocte. 

Jan.  9,  1819,  Opacity  disappearing. 

Imponantur  oculo  guttae  nocte  maneque. 

Feb.  13.  The  speck  was  scarcely  visible. 

o 
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CASE  IX. 

Phoebe  Hales,  nine  years  of  age,  of  a 
scrofulous  habit  of  body,  and  who  had  been 
subject  to  complaints  of  the  eyes  for  several 
years,  was  admitted  on  the  books  of  the  Dis- 
pensary, August  18,  1818,  having  acute 
Strumous  Ophthalmia  of  the  left  eye.  There 
was  considerable  redness  and  inflammation  of 
the  Conjunctiva,  intolerance  of  light,  in- 
creased mucous  discharge,  and  a large  inter- 
stitial ulcer,  full  of  recent  lymph,  on  the 
Cornea,  towards  the  outer  angle  of  the  eye. 
A cluster  of  red  vessels,  more  enlarged  and 
deeper  coloured  than  the  rest  of  the  eye,  was 
seen  shooting  along  the  Conjunctiva,  and  ter- 
minating in  this  ulcer. 

Two  leeches  were  applied  to  the  lower 
eyelid ; and  a saturnine  lotion  was  ordered 
to  be  kept  constantly  on  the  eye.  She  took 
two  grains  of  Calomel  at  bedtime,  and  the 
next  morning  a scruple  of  the  Pulv.  Jalap. 
Co. 

August  20.  The  redness  of  the  Conjunc- 
tiva had  very  much  subsided ; the  ulcer  was 
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nearly  healed,  and  the  effused  lymph  ab- 
sorbed. 

The  Calomel  and  purging  powder  were  re- 
peated, and  she  was  ordered  to  use  the  Sul- 
phate of  Zinc  lotion.  But  she  did  not  again 
return. 

CASE  X. 

Thomas  Watkins,  three  years  of  age,  be- 
came a patient  at  the  St.  George’s  and  St. 
James’s  Dispensary,  July  21,  1818,  with 

chronic  Strumous  Ophthalmia  in  both  eyes. 
The  Conjunctiva,  in  both  eyes,  was  of  a deep 
red  colour,  and  its  vessels  were  enlarged  and 
varicose ; there  was  extensive  and  thick  opa- 
city of  each  Cornea,  very  much  obstructing 
vision,  especially  in  the  right  eye,  with  pustules 
on  the  Conjunctiva,  and  a good  deal  of  into- 
lerance of  light.  This  boy  had  a fair  com- 
plexion, with  thick  upper  lip,  and  other 
marks  of  a scrofulous  predisposition.  His 
mother  stated,  that,  when  he  was  ten  months 
old,  he  was  attacked  with  an  eruptive  fever, 
resembling  small-pox,  but  she  was  not  sure  it 
was  that  disease.  Soon  after  his  recovery,  his 
eyes  became  affected  with  Ophthalmia;  but 
the  right  one  suffered  more  severely  than  the 
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Other,  and  there  had  been  general  opacity  of 
that  Cornea  ever  since.  The  left  Cornea  be- 
came cloudy  about  a year  ago;  but  in  a 
much  less  degree  than  the  other.  He  had  a 
large  tumid  belly,  sluggish  bowels,  bloated 
face,  and  an  unhealthy  appearance. 

He  took  a grain  of  Calomel  every  other 
night,  and  a powder  of  Rhubarb  and  Jalap 
every  other  morning ; and  had  the  Sulphate 
of  Zinc  lotion  for  the  eyes. 

July  28.  The  pustules  were  healed ; the 
intolerance  of  light  was  less  troublesome ; and 
there  was  diminished  redness  of  the  Con- 
junctiva. V 

August  4.  He  had  a slight  relapse  of  in- 
flammation, with  pustules  on  the  Conjunc- 
tiva, and  increase  of  the  intolerance  of 
light. 

He  was  ordered  to  continue  the  same  re- 
medies, and  to  put  a blister  on  the  nape  of 
the  neck,  and  keep  it  open  with  Ceratuin 
Sabinse. 

August  10.  The  increased  Ophthalmia 
had  subsided,  and  the  pustules  were  healed. 
But  the  Conjunctivse  were  highly  red  and  vas- 
cular, and  red  vessels  were  seen  shootino- 
over  the  Cornea  in  both  eyes. 

The  medicine  acted  . very  .moderately  on 
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the  bowels.  It  was,  therefore,  changed  foi-' 
the  following  powder,  which  he  was  desired 
to  take  twice  a week : 

B.  Hydrargyrl  Submuriatis  gr.  ij  j 
Pulv.  Scaramon.  Co.  gr.  x. 

M.  Fiat  Pulv. 

He  was  also  directed  to  take  six  drops  of 
the  diluted  Sulphuric  Acid  three  times  a day; 
and  to  apply  some  diluted  Citrine  Ointment 
between  the  eyelids  every  night  at  bedtime. 

August  15.  The  blister  having  healed, 
another  was  applied  on  the  same  part. 

August  25.  In  the  right  eye,  the  redness 
had  very . much  diminished,  and  the  opacity 
had  greatly  subsided,  leaving  a speck,  of  a 
denser  appearance  than  the  rest,  upon  the 
Cornea  over  the  pupil.  The  left  Cornea  was 
vascular. 

His  bowels  had  been  well  purged;  the 
abdomen  was  softer  and  less  prominent ; and 
his  general  health  improved.  He  was  ordered 
to  follow  up  the  plan  of  treatment. 

Sept.  8.  The  redness  had  entirely  disap- 
peared from  both  eyes  ; and  the  opacity"  con- 
tinued to  clear  olf. 

Sept.  22.  A very  small  speck,  not  larger 
than  a pin’s  head,  was  remaining  in  the  centre 
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of  tlic  ('onieaof  the  right  eye.  The  opacity 
of  tlie  left  Cornea  continued  to  disperse. 

Oct.  27.  The  right  Cornea  was  quite 
transparent ; the  left  nearly  so. 

Dec.  1.  A very  slight  degree  of  opacity 
was  remaining  in  the  left  Cornea. 

Dec.  15.  The  right  eye  remained  quite 
well.  He  had  been  ill  with  slight  cold  for 
about  a week,  and  there  was^  now,  a cluster 
of  enlarged  vessels,  carrying  red  blood,  pass- 
ing to  the  speck  in  the  left  eye,  and  inf  the 
centre  of  the  speck  a small  interstitial  ulcer. 
A blister  was  applied  to  the  nape  of  the 
neck. 

Jan.  15,  1819.  The  interstitial  ulcer  was 
filled  up  ; the  speck  diminishing. 

Feb.  18.  He  returned  to  the  Dispensary 
with  a relapse  of  inflammation  in  both  eyes. 
There  was  a high  degree  of  redness  of  the 
Conjunctiva,  and  pustules  on  the  Cornea,  in 
each  eye,  with  considerable  pain,  flux  of  tears, 
and  intolerance  of  light. 

The  saturnine  lotion  was  ordered  for  the 
eyes ; and  he  was  directed  to  take  two  grains 
of  Calomel  every  second  night,  and  the  fol- 
lowing morning  ten  grains  of  Pulv.  Scam- 
mon.  Co. 

March  9.  There  was  cloudiness  of  the 
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Cornea  in  each  eye ; but  the  pustules  were 
healing.  Another  blister  was  applied  to  the 
nape  of  the  neck. 

March  30.  The  redness  and  inflammation 
had  subsided,  and  the  pustules  were  healed ; 
leaving  small  specks  on  each  Cornea. 

Sumat  Hydrargyri  c.  Greta  gr.  iv.  omni  nocte. 

Lotio  Zinci  Sulphatis. 

May  4.  The  specks  were  slowly  dispers- 
ing; and  he  discontinued  to  attend. 


CASE  XL 

Samuel  Rawlins,  six  years  of  age,  a thin, 
sickly,  weak  child,  whose  body  and  limbs  were 
covered  with  numerous  patches  of  Lepra 
Vulgaris,  applied  at  the  St.  George’s  and  St. 
James’s  Dispensary,  August  12,  1818,  on 
account  of  an  attack  of  acute  Strumous  Oph- 
thalmia in  the  right  eye. 

There  was  great  increased  vascularity 
and  tumefaction  of  the  Conjunctiva,  accom- 
panied with  a puriform  discharge,  tumid 
eyelids,  and  so  much  pain  and  intolerance  of 
light,  that  he  could  not  open  his  eyes  without 
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sneezing ; the  lids  were  glued  together  during 
sleep. 

The  complaint  in  the  eye  had  existed  a 
fortnight ; and  was  attended  with  a good 
deal  of  febrile  excitement,  a furred  tongue, 
and  quick  pulse. 

He  had  been  the  subject  of  leprous  erup- 
tions for  half  a year ; and  had  been  a delicate 
child  fi^)in  his  birth. 

Two  leeches  were  applied  to  the  under 
eyelid,  and  afterwards  the  saturnine  lotion. 
He  was  directed  to  take  two  grains  of  Ca- 
lomel every  other  night,  and  a purge  of  Rhu- 
barb, J alap,  and  Ginger,  eveiy  other  morning. 

August  15.  No  improvement  had  taken 
place. 

Three  more  leeches  were  applied  to  the  ' 
eyelid,  and  a cold  saturnine  poultice  at  night. 

He  continued  the  same  medicines. 

August  18.  The  inflammation  and  into- 
lerance had  begun  to  subside. 

He  was  ordered  to  use  the  lotion  of  Sul- 
phate of  Zinc  during  the  day ; and  to  smear 
the  edges  of  the  lids  with  Unguentum  Zinci 
at  bedtime. 

August  22.  The  redness  continued  to  sub- 
side ; the  discharge  had  nearly  ceased. 
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Sept.  12.  There  was  little  or  no  complaint 
remaining  in  the  eye. 

During  this  time  no  change  had  taken 
place  in  the  appearance  of  the  eruptions, 
which  were  covered  with  thick,  dry,  white 
scales. 

The  Calomel  and  purging  powder  were 
continued ; and  he  was  desired  to  take  ten 
drops  of  the  diluted  Sulphuric  Acic^  three 
times  a day. 

. He  continued  this  plan  till  the  17th  of 
October,  when  he  had  a relapse  of  inflamma- 
tion in  the  eye,  accompanied  with  a small 
pustule  on  the  circumference  of  the  Cornea 
next  the  inner  angle. 

The  saturnine  lotion  was  substituted  for 
that  of  Sulphate  of  Zinc ; and  the  other  me- 
dicines were  repeated. 

Oct.  27.  No  improvement  had  taken 
place ; the  pustule  was  nearly  transparent, 
and  the  vessels  of  the  Conjunctiva  appeared 
relaxed  and  varicose. 

• The  Calomel  and  purging  powder  were 
now  omitted.  He  took  each  dose  of  the  Sul- 
phuric Acid,  in  an  ounce  of  the  decoction  of 
Dulcamara.  And  he  was  ordered  the  Sul- 
phate of  Zinc  lotion  during  the  day,  and  the 
diluted  Citrine  Ointment  at  night. 
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Nov.  7.  All  traces  of  inflamination  luid 
nearly  disappeared  from  the  eye ; and  the 
scales  were  beginnings  to  separate  and  fall 
off  from  the  leprous  patches  : bowels  slug- 
gish. 

The  dose  of  the  decoction  of  Dulcamara 
was  increased  to  5jfs ; and  he  was  ordered  to 
take  the  following  powder  two  or  three  times 
in  a week : 

B.  Pulv.  Rhei  gr.  x ; 

Potass.  Sulj)hat.  3ij ; 

Pulv.  Zingib.  gr.  iij. 

M.  Fiat  Pulv. 

Nov.  17.  The  eyes  were  weak  and  watery, 
with  slight  intolerance ; the  scales  conti- 
nued to  fall  off  in  small  quantities : the  fol- 
lowing ointment  was  ordered  to  be  rubbed 
over  the  eruptions  twice  a day : 

R.  Ung.  Picis, 

Ung.  Zincl,  aa  p.  se.  M. 

Dec.  1.  The  eye  appeared  to  be  free  from 
complaint,  the  scales  continued  to  fall  off, 
and  the  eruptions  to  fade.  Health  much 
improved. 

Dec.  26.  Two  pustules  had  appeared  on 
the  margin  of  the  Cornea,  and  a fasciculus 
of  red  vessels  passing  to  each. 
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The  eruptions  had  ceased  to  improve. 

The  same  applications  were  continued  to 
the  eye;  and  he  was  directed  to, take  ten 
drops  of  Liquor  Potassse,  three  times  a day,  in 
some  barley  water. 

Jan.  21,  1819.  He  had  an  attack  of  in- 
flammation in  the  left  eye,  with  intolerance 
of  light,  and  flux  of  tears. 

In  consequence  of  this,  the  plan  of  treat- ' 
ment  was  changed;  he  had  the  saturnine 
lotion  for  the  eye ; and  he  took  two  grains 
of  Calomel  every  other  night,  and  worked  it 
off  the  next  morning  with  a purge  of  Jalap 
and  Rhubarb. 

Jan.  23.  Both  eyes  were  affected. 

Feb.  6.  The  inflammation  of  the  left  eye 
rather  increased. 

A blister  was  applied  to  the  nape  of  the 
neck. 

Feb.  11.  The  inflammation  was  subsiding. 
No  improvement  had  taken  place  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  eruptions. 

The  Sulphate  of  Zinc  lotion  was  substi- 
tuted for  the  saturnine;  and  he  took  two 
ounces  of  the  decoct.  Dulcamarse  three  times 
a day. 

Feb.  18.  The  eyes  were  quite  recovered; 
the  scales  were  falling  ofi’  from  the  eruptions. 
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March  6.  The  eyes  remained  well.  The 
•scales  had  separated  from  the  eruptions,  and 
the  stains  of  .them  were  dying  away.  His 
health,  flesh,  and  appetite,  were  greatly 
.amended;  and  his  mother  thought  she  had 
never  seen  liim  looking  so  well,  and  in  sueh 
excellent  health. 

May  8.  The  eyes  were  quite  well.  No 
traces  of  the  eruption  were  remaining;  and 
he  was  discharged  cured. 

August  5,  1819.  This  boy  was  again 
brought  to  the  Dispensary,  having  an  attack 
of  acute  Strumous  Ophthalmia  in  the  right 
eye,  accompanied  with  intolerance  of  light, 
n muddy  Cornea,  and  a porriginous  eruption 
nbout  the  neck.  This  attack  had  existed  a 
fortnight. 

He  took  two  grains  of  Calomel  every 
other  night,  and  the  following  morning  fif- 
teen grains  of  Pulv,  Jalap.  Comp.  A blister 
was  put  on  the  nape  of  the  neck ; nnd  he  had 
a saturnine  lotion  for  the  eye. 

August  12.  The  inflammation,  rednesa, 
and  intolerance,  had  quite  subsided  ; but  the 
Cornea  was  still  cloudy.  The  porriginous 
(eruption  had  disappeared. 

The  purging  medicines  were  discontinued; 
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and  he  wis  ordered  to  take  ten  diops  of  the 
diluted  Sulphuric  Acid  three  times  a day. 

I did  not  see  him  again  until  the  14th  of 
September,  when  he  returned  to  the  Dispen- 
sary with  another  attack  of  Ophtlialmia  oc- 
cupying the  Conjunctiva  on  the  lower  cii- 
cumference  of  the  Cornea,  where  a larjre 
pustule  was  established. 

The  same  purgatives  were  again  prescrib- 
ed with  the  saturnine  lotion ; and  he  was 
directed  to  attend  more  regularly;  but  he 
did  not  come  again  until  the  2d  of  October ; 
when  his  mother  said,  he  had  been  in  the 
country,  where  the  eyes  had  got  nearly  well ; 
but  he  had  become  worse  again  within  the 
last  day  or  two.  At  this  time  there  was 
much  increased  vascularity  of  the  Conjunc- 
tiva, with  pustules  on  the  margin  of  the 
Cornea,  and  considerable  intolerance  of  light: 
the  lids  were  glued  together  during  sleep. 

The  same  medicines  yrei'e  repeated.  A 
blister  was  put  on  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and 
some  diluted  Citrine  Ointment  was  intro- 
duced along  the  edges  of  the  lids  every  night 
at  bedtime. 

Oct.  7.  The  left  eye  was  likewise  affected. 

Oct.  19.  He  had  not  attended  since  the 
li^st  report ; but  he  hatl  continued  to  take  his 
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medicines  regularly,  and  the  eyes  liad  been 
nearly  well.  But  there  was,  now,  a relapse 
in  both,  with  much  vascularity  and  great  in- 
tolerance. 

I now  ordered  him  to  take  five  grains  of 
Ilydrarg.  c.  Creta  every  night,  witli  an  occa- 
sional purge  of  Rhubarb,  and  the  Sulphate 
of  Potass,  and  to  foment  the  eyes  with  decoc- 
tion of  Poppies. 

Oct.  23.  There  were  pustules  on  the  edge 
of  each  Cornea,  with  nebulae  in  both. 

The  Sulphate  of  Zinc  lotion  was  substi- 
tuted for  the  saturnine  ; he  took  ten  drops  of 
the  diluted  Sulphuric  Acid  three  times  a day : 
and  continued  the  purging  powder  occasion- 
ally. 

Oct.  30.  The  pustules  were  healed;  the  in- 
flammation and  intolerance  were  subsiding; 
and  the  Cornea  was  more  transparent.  The 
lids  were  agglutinated  in  the  morning. 

An  eruption  of  Lepra,  similar  to  what 
he  had  been  formerly  subject  to,  had  come 
out  all  over  his  body  and  limbs,  and  on  his 
’ head,  where  they  were  very  numerous,  and 
covered  with  thick,  dry,  powdery  crusts. 

Nov.  6.  Very  little  improvement  had 
taken  place  in  the  eyes ; and  none  in  the 
eruption.  He  was,  therefore,  ordered  to  take 
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two  ounces  of  the  decoction  of  Dulcamara 
three  times  a day,  and  to  discontinue  the 
Sulphuric  Acid. 

By  mistake,  he  took  only  one  dpse  of  the 
decoction  in  the  course  of  the  day  for  the 
first  four  or  five  days.  Nevertheless  the  im- 
provement that  began  to  show  itself  in  the 
state  both  of  the  eyes  and  of  the  eruption, 
was  very  decided-  By  the  beginning  of  De- 
cember, all  signs  of  redness  and  intolerance 
had  disappeared  from  the  former ; the  scalp 
was  freed  from  the  crusts  with  which  it  had 
been  covered,  and  the  scaliness  had  fallen  oflf 
from  the  eruption  on  his  body  and  limbs,  the 
stains  of  which  were  fading,  and  disap- 
pearing- 


CASE  XII. 

Eleanor  Hales,  fifteen  years  of  age,  having 
light  eyes  and  a fair  complexion,  and  who 
had  been  subject  to  repeated  attacks  of  Stru- 
mous Ophthalmia  from-  her  infancy,  became 
a patient  under  my  care  at  the  SL  George’s 
and  St.  James’s  Dispensary,  June  21,  1817. 
There  was  considerable  redness  and  inflam- 
mation of  the  Conjunctiva  of  the  right  eye, 
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whose  vessels  were  numerous,  large,  and  va- 
ricose. There  was  great  sensibility  and  into- 
lerance of  light,  accompanied  with  flux  of 
tears  ; the  Cornea  was  nebulous  and  vascular, 
and  around  its  circumference  a strong  dis- 
position to  form  pustules  was  manifested. 
She  complained  of  pain  and  weight  in  her 
head,  to  which  she  was  much  subject ; and 
her  bowels  were  naturally  sluggish  and  con- 
fined. 

Three  leeches  were  applied  to  the  lower 
eyelid ; and  she  was  directed  to  keep  soft 
linen  rags  wetted  with  a saturnine  lotion  over 
the  eye.  A pill  containing  two  grains  of 
Calomel  was  ordered  to  be  taken  every  other 
night,  and  the  morning  after,  the  following 
powder : 

li.  Pulv.  Rhei, 

Pulv.  Jalap,  aa  gr.  X ; 

Pulv.  Zingib.  gr.  v.  M. 

June  28.  The  irritability  of  the  eye  was 
nearly  gone ; the  opacity  of  the  Cornea  was 
considerably  subsided ; and  the  vascularity  of 
the  Conjunctiva  diminished. 

July  5.  The  Cornea  was  nearly  transpa- 
rent, except  a small  speck  which  remained. 
The  admission  of  light  gave  her  little,  or  no 
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uneasiness ; but  some  of  tlie  vessels  of  the 
Conjunctiva  continued  enlarged  and  varicose. 

The  Calomel  purge  was  now  omitted; 
and  she  was  directed  the  following  draught 
three  times  a day ; 

li.  Decoct.  CinchonaB  ^ifs  ; 

Magnes.  Sulphatis  5fs; 

Acidi  Sulphur.  D.  gutt.  xv.  M. 

A lotion,  containing  two  grains  of  Sul- 
phate of  Zinc  in  an  ounce  of  water,  was  or- 
dered for  tlie  eye,  and  she  was  desired  to  in- 
troduce a small  portion  of  diluted  Citrine 
Ointment  between  the  lids,  every  night  before 
going  to  bed. 

She  persevered  in  this  plan  till  the  23d  of 
August,  at  which  time  the  speck  was  con 
siderably  reduced.  But  she  had,  now,  with- 
out any  evident  cause,  a return  of  redness, 
pain,  and  intolerance  of  light  in  the  same 
eye,  although  in  a less  degree  than  before. 

The  applications  last  prescribed  were  con- 
tinued to  the  eye ; the  Calomel  pill  and 
purging  powder  were  again  had  recourse  to, 
and  she  took  the  diluted  Sulphuric  Acid  in 
water  instead  of  the  decoction  of  Bark. 

At  the  end  of  a Aveek  this  attack  had" 
subsided ; and  she  then  repeated  the  Calomel 
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and  purging  po^vder  only  once  a week,  but 
continued  the  other  part  of  the  treatment  as 
before. 

Oct.  1.  The  speck  had  nearly  disappeared, 
and,  in  other  respects,  the  eye  seemed  to 
be  perfectly  well.  She  was  desired  to  perse- 
vere in  the  plan  of  treatment ; but  there  was 
reason  to  believe,  that  she  attended  to  this  in- 
junction in  a very  careless  manner. 

Nov.  4.  Slie  returned  to  the  Dispensary 
with  a second  relapse  of  inflammation,  ac- 
companied with  pustules  and  intolerance  of 
light,  headache,  and  a costive  state  of  the 
bowels. 

She  was  directed  to  take  two  of  the  fol- 
lowing pills  immediately,  and  to  repeat  one 
every  two  hours  until  the  bowels  should  be 
well  evacuated  ; and  afterwards  to  take  one 
or  two  every  night  at  bedtime.  A saturnine 
lotion  was  ordered  for  the  eye. 

B.  Ext.  Colocynth.  Co.  5fs; 

Hyclrarg.  Subm.  gr.  x; 

01.  Menth.  Pip.  gutt.  ij, 

M.  Fiat  pil.  x. 

I 

Nov.  8.  The  symptoms  were  considerably 
relieved ; but  the  lids  were  glued  together 
during  sleep  by  an  increased  mucous  dis- 
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charge  from  the  Conjunctiva  and  Meibomian 
glands ; and  'red  vessels  were  seen  passing 
over  the  transparent  Cornea. 

She  was  now  directed  to  discontinue  the 
pills  and  saturnine  lotion,  and  to  return  to 
the  use  of  the  diluted  Sulphuric  Acid,  the 
Sulphate  of  Zinc  lotion,  and  the  diluted 
Citrine  Ointment. 

Nov.  18.  A blister  was  applied  behind 
the  right  ear,  and  kept  open  by  means  of  the 
Ceraturn  Sabinae. 

Nov.  22.  The  right  eye  was  considerably 
improved. 

But  there  was,  now,  an  attack  of  inflam- 
mation and  intolerance  of  light  in  the  left 
eye. 

A blister  was  applied  behind  the  left  ear ; 
and  she  was  desired  to  resume  the  pill  of 
Calomel  and  the  compound  extract  of  Colo- 
cynth  every  night,  in  addition  to  the  plan  she 
was  already  following. 

Dec.  4.  The  inflammation  had  subsided 
from  the  left  eye;  but  the  vessels  of  the  Con- 
junctiva, in  each  eye,  remained  in  a varicose 
state,  and  the  Corneae  were  dull  and  cloudy. 

Dec.  23.  A blister  was  applied  to  the  nape 
of  the  neck  (those  behind  the  ears  having 
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healed  up),  and  was  kept  open  with  the 
Cerat.  Sabin  se. 

Jan.  3,  1818.  The  Cornea  in  the  right 
eye  was  more  transparent ; that  in  the  left 
was  cloudy  and  opaque,  and  the  vessels  of 
the  Conjunctiva,  in  both,  were  still  turgid 
and  varicose.  In  the  evening  of  this  day  she 
experienced  a relapse  of  inflammation  in  the 
left  eye : and  when  she  came  to  the  Dispen- 
sary on  the  6th,  a small  interstitial  ulcer  had 
formed  in  the  centre  of  the  Cornea,  attended 
with  a good  deal  of  pain,  redness,  and  into- 
lerance of  light. 

Two  leeches  were  applied  to  the  lower 
eyelid  ; she  took  two  grains  of  Calomel  at 
night,  and  the  next  morning  a dose  of  the 
Pulv.  Jalap.  Comp.  Cold  saturnine  lotion 
was  applied  to  the  eye. 

Jan.  8.  The  leeches'  and  purge  were  re- 
peated. 

Jan.  10.  The  inflammation,  pain,  and  in- 
tolerance had  much  abated;  but  both  Cor- 
neae  were  cloudy  and  opaque. 

The  blister  on  the  nape  of  the  neck  hav- 
ing healed,  a seton  was  made  in  its  stead. 

Jan.  13.  The  ulcer  was  filled  with  lymph  ; 
the  inflammation  had  subsided. 

She  was,  now,  put  upon  three  grains  of 
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Pil.  Ilycli-ai'gyri  every  niglit,  and  the  lotion 
of  Sulphate  of  Zinc  was  ordered  for  the  eyes. 
The  setou  discharged  freely.  And  under  this 
treatment  the  opacity  formed  by  the  healing 
of  the  ulcer  in  the  left  eye  rapidly  disappear- 
ed ; but  the  old  speck  in  the  centre  of  the 
right  Cornea  was  more  slow  in  diminishing, 
and  the  conjunctival  vessels  continued  to  carry 
too  much  red  blood.  Nevertheless,  she  suffered 
very  little  inconvenience  or  pain ; the  lids  no 
longer  adhered  during  sleep ; her  vision  was 
nearly  perfect ; and  the  speck  continued,  al- 
though very  slowly,  to  disperse. 

..  April  28.  She  suffered  another  attack  of 
inflammation  in  the  left  eye,  with  pustule, 
and  redness  on  the  Cornea.  This  attack  was 
milder  than  the  former,  and  yielded  to  the_ 
application  of  two  leeches.  Towards  the  end 
of  June,  she  had  a similar  attack  in  the 
right  eye,  with  disposition  to  pustule,  which 
was  checked  by  the  application  of  one  leech 
and  a dose  of  Pulv.  Scammon.  Co.  In  the 
middle  of  July  the  attack  was  renewed,  and 
again  yielded  to  a similar  mode  of  treatment 
in  a few  days.  These  repeated  attacks,  al- 
though slight,  retarded  the  absorption  of  the 
speck  on  the  Cornea;  but  she  was  now 
put  again  under  the  influence  of  the  diluted 
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Sulphuric  Acid,  and  a solution  of  the  Nitrate 
of  Silver,  two  grains  in  an  ounce  of  distilled 
water,  of  which  she  put  two  or  three  drops 
into  the  eye  at  bedtime.  Towards  the  end  of 
August  the  speck  was  reduced  to  a mere  film. 
In  other  respects  the  eyes  were  free  from 
complaint ; and  as  she  had  an  opportunity  of 
going  into  the  country,  I recommended  her  to 
avail  herself  of  it,  and  she  was  discharged 
from  the  Dispensary. 

September  1819.  I again  saw  this  patient, 
and  learnt  that  she  had  experienced  a few 
trifling  relapses ; but  the  eyes  were  at  that 
time  free  from  complaint. 


IMPERFECT  VISION  FROM  OPAQUE 
CORNEAE. 

Case  of  great  Imperfection  of  Sight  from 
opaque  Cornece,  successfully  treated. 

The  following  case  is  so  striking  an  illus- 
tration of  the  practical  advantages  which  at- 
tend the  mode  of  treating  opacity  of  the  Cor- 
nea, arising  from  a granular  state  of  the 
lining  membrane  of  the  lids  in  the  chronic 
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form  of  the,  purulent,  or  Egyptian  Ophtlial- 
mia,  as  recommended  by  Dr.  Vetch  in  his 
Account  oj  that  Disease,  as  it  appeared  in 
England,  after  the  Return  of  the  British 
Army  from  Egypt  (8vo.  1807),  that  I cannot 
refrain  from  offering  it  to  the  notice  and  at- 
tention of  the  reader  in  this  place.  It  is  the 
more  remarkable,  inasmuch  as  it  had  baffled 
the  skill  of  two  professed  oculists,  practising 
in  this  metropolis  ; and  the  cure  appears  to  be 
permanent. 

Elizabeth  Pick  man,  fifty-one  years  of  age, 
came  under  my  care,  at  the  St.  George’s  and 
St.  James’s  Dispensary,  in  November  1817, 
being  nearly  blind  from  chronic  purulent 
Ophthalmia  in  both  eyes,  of  eight  years’ 
standing. 

In  the  left  eye,  the  Conjunctiva  lining,  the 
lids,  was  tumid,  red,  and  granulated  ; the 
Cornea  was  white  and  opaque,  having  nearly 
the  appearance  of  the  inside  of  an  oyster- 
shell  ; in  its  lovver  hemisphere  was  an  old  pro- 
lapsus Iridis ; and  the  pupil,  as  well  as  it 
could  be  seen,  was  small  and  contracted. 

In  the  right  eye,  the  internal  superficies 
of  the  lids  was  in  the  same  condition  as  that 
in  the  left ; but  the  opacity  of  the  Cornea  was 
more  dense;  with  the  addition  of  a speck 
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directly  over  the  pupil.  There  was  a good 
deal  of  thick  purulent  discharge  from  both 
eyes;  and  her  sight  was  so  much  impaired, 
that  she  could  hardly  distinguish  a person’s 
figure  between  herself  and  the  light;  and  had 
been  in  that  state  for  several  years. 

She  said  that  she  had  been  under  the 
care  of  two  oculists,  at  different  times,  for 
the  last  three  years,  and  had  attended  each 
of  them  with  great  punctuality,  for  more  than 
a twelvemonth  at  a time.  One  of  them  had 
at  last  told  her,  that  she  was  incurable ; and 
the  other  had  given  her  the  same  opinion, 
with  the  addition,  that  she  might  occasion- 
ally apply  a blister  to  the  nape  of  the  neck, 
when  suffering  more  than  usual  irritation  in 
the  eyes.  She  added,  that  they  had  both 
scarified  her  eyes  repeatedly;  and  she  thought 
that  they  were  worse, -and  her  vision  more 
impaired,  for  the  treatment  she  had  under- 
gone. 

The  plan  she  was  at  first  put  upon,  after 
she  came  under  my  care,  afforded  her  no  relief, 
and  in  about  three  weeks  she  went  into  the 
country,  and  I did  not  see  her  again  until  the 
middle  of  February  following.  At  that  time 
the  granulations  upon  the  lids  were  more 
exuberant  than  on  her  first  application  ; the 
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Corneae  more  opaque,  and  her  sight  was  more 
defective. 

I now  determined  on  destroying  the  pro- 
minent granulations  by  touching  them  re- 
peatedly with  caustic  applications,  in  the 
manner  recommended  by  Dr.  Vetch ; and 
on  the  19th  of  February,  this  plan  was  com- 
menced by  rubbing  the  internal  superficies 
of  the  lids  of  both  eyes  with  the  Sulphate  of 
Copper.  This  application  gave  a consider- 
able degree  of  pain,  which  generally  lasted 
for  several  hours.  She  was  desired  to  attend 
every  second  day,  that  the  same  operation 
might  be  repeated  ; but  she  seldom  came  to 
the  Dispensary  oftener  than  twice  a week,  and 
sometimes  onlv  once.  I therefore  directed 
her  to  put  into  each  eye  tmce  in  the  day  (on 
those  days  that  the  Sulphate  of  Copper  was 
not  applied),  two  or  three  drops  of  a so- 
lution of  Lunar  Caustic,  containing  five 
grains  in  an  ounce  of  water.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  irregularity  of  her  attendance,  the 
beneficial  effect  of  this  mode  of  treatment 
was  soon  visible,  in  the  gradual  reduction  of 
the  redundant  granulations,  and'  the  increas- 
ing transparency  of  the  Corneje.  Vision  im- 
proved in  the  same  proportion,  and  on  the 
1 (ith  of  Apnl  was  so  much  restored,  that  she 
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could  see  to  thread  a needle,  and  to  read  a 
large  print. 

By  the  middle  of  May,  the  lids  had  re- 
sumed their  natural  smooth,  pale,*  shining  ap- 
pearance, and  the  Corneee  were  perfectly  clear 
and  transparent,  except  where  the  prolapsus 
of  the  Iris  had  taken  place  in  the  left  eye,  and 
where  the  speck  existed  in  the  right ; the  latter, 
however,  was  much  diminished  in  size,  as 
well  as  in  obscurity ; and  she  could  see  well 
enough  to  resume  her  occupation  of  a wig- 
maker,  which  she  had  been  unable  to  follow 
for  many  years.  Nevertheless,  the  disposition 
to  granulate  was  still  slightly  manifest,  and  it 
was  necessary  to  persist  in  the  occasional  use 
of  the  Sulphate  of  Copper,  but  at  wider  in- 
tervals, for  a fortnight  or  three  weeks  longer. 
In  the  end  of  June  she  ceased  to  attend  at 
the  Dispensary. 

I have  had  frequent  opportunities  of  see- 
ing this  patient  since,  and  am  happy  to  add, 
that  her  eyes  continued,  at  the  time  I am 
writing  this  account,  December  1819,  per- 
fectly sound,  and  her  vision  clear  and  good. 
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CASES 

ILLUSTRATING  THE  SEDATIVE  POWERS 

OF 


Cartar  Cmetif, 

IN  THE  CURE  OF 

1 A ) C A L I N F L A M M A T 1 0 xN  S, 

WHEN  ADMINISTERED  INTERNALLY. 


The  powerful  effects  of  Tartar  Emetic,  not 
only  when  administered  as  a vomit,  but  also 
when  exhibited  with  a view  to  excite  nausea 
and  sweating,  have  been  long  known  and 
acknowledged.  With  the  latter  intentions,  it 
was  formerly  directed  in  many  diseases,  in 
small  doses ; and,  in  more  recent  times,  it 
has  been  recommended  in  certain  inflamma- 
tions of  the  eyes,  and  in  Amaurosi.'?,  by  some 
authors,  upon  the  same  principle.  Other 
virtues  have  likewise  been  attributed  to 
this  medicine ; and  it  is  said  to  be  cathartic, 
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deobstruent,  antispasmodic,  and  capable  of 
exciting  an  increased  action  in  the  absorbent 
vessels.  Its  use  has  been  applauded  in  se- 
veral diseases  of  the  viscera,  where  obstruc- 
tion and  congestion  have  prevailed;  it  has 
been  administered  with  much  advantage  in 
Hernia  Hiimoralis  ; and  beneficial  effects  liave 
even  been  attributed  to  it,  when  exhibited 
by  the  mouth,  and  in  the  form  of  clyster,  in 
strangulated  hernia. 

But  notwithstanding  these  valuable  pro- 
perties, Tartic  Emetic  has  never  been  a po- 
pular medicine ; and  of  late  years,  I believe, 
it  has  seldom  been  directed  but  as  an  emetic, 
or  diaphoretic.  A strong  prejudice  is  gene- 
rally entertained,  that  its  action,  when  given 
in  repeated  and  large  doses,  is  very  violent  on 
many  constitutions,  keeping  up  an  incessant 
retching  and  vomiting  for  several  hours,  and 
reducing  the  patient  to  a state  of  great  debi- 
lity and  exhaustion  ; while,  at  the  same  time, 
it  is  apt  to  excite  equally  violent  effects  on  thq 
bowels,  increasing  their  peristaltic  motion,  and 
producing  long-continued  and  severe  purg- 
ing. That  such  disagreeable  consequences  do 
sometimes  follow  the  exhibition  of  this  article 
of  the  Materia  Medica,  in  particular  constitu- 
tions, cannot  be  denied ; but  that  they  are 
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a general  result  of  its  administration,  is  not 
borne  out  by  experience ; and  because  the 
ill  effects  alluded  to  are  now  and  then  pro- 
duced, can  no  more  be  accepted  as  a full  and 
sufficient  reason  for  expelling  it  from  prac- 
tice, than  it  would  be  to  decline  the  use 
of  Opium,  Corrosive  Sublimate,  Arsenic,  and 
many  other  drugs  and  medicines  in  daily  use, 
merely  because  they  are  hurtful,  and  disagree 
in  certain  idiosyncrasies. 

As  an  emetic  and  a diaphoretic,  this  me- 
dicine is  highly  valuable ; but  its  beneficial 
actions  on  the  human  frame,  are  not  confined 
to  these  points,  and  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  our  knowledge  of  its  powers  as  a 
very  active  alterative  and  sedative  is  as  yet  but 
imperfectly  developed.  In  a recent  publica- 
tion, by  Dr.  Balfour  of  Edinburgh,  entitled, 
‘‘  Illustrations  of  the  Power  of  Tartar  Emetic 
in  the  Cure  of  Fever,  Inflammation,  Asthma, 
and  in  preventing  Consumption  and  Apoplexy  f 
some  new  views  of  the  powers  and  effects 
of  this  medicine  have  been  unfolded,  which 
appear  to  me  to  be  worthy  of  the  attention 
and  consideration  of  the  profession,  inasmuch 
as  they  are  supported  by  the  histories  of 
cases,  that  seem  to  be  judiciously  selected 
and  faithfully  narrated. 
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The  gi'eat  object  of  tlie  author  is,  “ to 
“ show,  that  Emetic  Tartar  is  eminently  effi- 
“ cacious  in  chronic  as  well  as  in  acute  clisor- 
“ dera  ; in  topical  affections,  as  well  as  in  ge- 
“ neral  derangement ; and  that  its  efficacy  in 
“ either  case  is  not  confined  to  nauseating 
“ doses.  Nay,  more,”  he  continues,  “ I will 
“ demonstrate  that,  in  many  cases  of  local  in- 
“ fiammation,  accompanied  with  violent  re- 
“ action,  blood-letting  to  one  third  of  the  ex- 
“ tent  generally  practised,  is  not  necessary  to 
“ the  cure ; that  a speedy  and  perfect  cure 
“ can  be  obtained  with  the  loss  of  so  mo- 
“ derate  a quantity  of  blood,  as  to  warrant 
“ the  conclusion  that  it  may  safely  be  omit- 
“ ted  altogether,  even  in  circumstances  in 
“ which  it  is  generally  considered  the  only 
“ means  of  saving  the  patient.”  (2d  edit.  p.  8.) 
He  then  goes  on,  at  some  length,  to  inveigh 
against  the  too  prevalent  use  of  blood-letting, 
of  which'  many  practitioners  are,  in  his  opi- 
nion, guilty,  and  to  point  out  the  debilitating 
effects  that  often  follow  the  too  liberal  use  of 
the  lancet ; after  which,  he,  rather  abruptly, 
enters  upon  a detail  of  the  Cases,  which  he 
has  been  enabled  to  offer  in  support  of  his 
doctrine,  scattering,  en  passant,  many  prac- 
tical remarks  on  the  powers  and  mode  of 
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action  of  his  remedy.  These  cases  are  in 
number  fifty-six,  of  which  about  fourteen  are 
strictly  surgical ; and  these  consist  of,  one 
case  (2)  of  inflammation  and  gangrene  of  the 
leg  from  abrasion;  four  case^  (14,  15,  16, 
17)  of  Hernia  Humoralis  ; one  (18)  of  Go- 
norrhoea, accompanied  with  tumefaction  and 
inflammation  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cow- 
per’s  glands  ; two  (19  and  20)  of  affections  of 
the  bladder;  two  (23  and  27)  of  Ophthal- 
mia; one  (34)  of  slight  injury  from  a fall  out 
of  a window ; and  three  (45,  46,  47)  of 
scrofulous  affections.  I recommend  the  pe- 
rusal of  this  publication  to  all  practitioners 
desirous  of  being  in  possession  of  an  active 
additional  means  of  combating  increased 
action  of  the  arterial  system,  whether  arising 
in  general  or  topical  affections,  by  the  aid  of 
which  they  may  very  often  be  enabled  to 
supersede  the  frequent  and  debilitating  use 
of  blood-letting.  But  I cannot  help  quoting 
a part,  at  least,  of  the  conclusions  which  the 
author  has  drawn  from  the  cases  he  has  re- 
lated. “ From  the  facts  narrated,  it  may  be 
“ fairly  inferred,  I think,  that  Emetic  Tartar 
“ must  be  highly  beneficial  in  every  genus 
“ and  species  of  inflammation,  whether 
chronic  or  acute;  not  excepting  those  af- 
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‘^fections  even  (Cases,  31,  37,  48)  in  which 
“ it  has  been  supposed  the  medicine  could 
“ not  be  retained  in  sufficient  quantity  to  have 
“ much  effect  on  the  circulation.  We  have 
“ seen  its  effects,  in  symptomatic  fever,  in- 
“ duced  by  local  injury;  in  several  severe 
“cases  of  pneumonia;  in  inflammatory 
“ gout ; in  rheumatism,  chronic  and  acute ; 
“ in  cynanche  tonsillaris  ; in  hernia  humo- 
“ rails  ; in  chronic  inflammation  of  the  blad- 
“ der ; in  inflammation  of  the  mamma ; in 
“ ophthalmia ; in  chronic  hepatitis ; in  ne- 
“ phritis  ; in  croup  ; in  measles  ; in  dyspepsia; 
“ in  asthma ; in  haemoptysis ; in  consump- 
“ tion  ; in  apoplexy.  It  certainly  is  not  car- 
“ rying  analogy  too  far  to  anticipate  similar 
“ beneficial  effects  from  it  in  other  kinds  of  in- 
“ flammation,  and  in  inflammatory  affections 
“of  other  organs (pp.  211  and  212.)  and 
he  deduces  it  as  an  axiom,  that  “ increased 
“ arterial,  or  inflammatory  action,  is  incom- 
“ patible  with  the  presence  of  Emetic  Tartar 
“ in  the  system.''  P.  213. 

The  mode  in  which  this  medicine  is  ex- 
hibited by  the  author,  with  the  intention  of 
fulfilling  those  high-sounding,  and,  it  must 
be  confessed,  desirable  results,  is  in  the  pro- 
portion of  two,  three,  or  four  grains,  dis-^ 
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solved,  with  the  addition  of  an  ounce  of 
Epsom  salts,  in  six  or  eight  ounces  of  water. 
Of  this  mixture,  he  sometimes  makes  his 
patient  take  two  or  three  table  spoons  full 
every  half  hour  or  oftener,  until  vomiting  is 
excited ; after  which  the  dose  is  repeated  at 
the  interval  of  three,  four,  or  six  hours,  ac- 
cording as  circumstances  may  require.  At 
other  times  he  exhibits  it  from  the  beginning, 
only  at  long  intervals  ; and  upon  these  occa- 
sions, it  may  be  more  convenient  to  make  It 
up  into  the  form  of  pills,  each  pill  containin_g 
from  a quarter  to  half  a grain  or  more  of  the 
medicine.  The  former  is  the  mode  in  which 
it  is  generally  administered  in  acute  cases, 
the  latter  in  chronic  affect  ion  s. 

I am  aware,  that  there  are  many  excel- 
lent practitioners,  who  would  receive  the  hig;h 
encomiums  passed  on  the  sedative  powers  of 
Emetic  Tartar,  by  Dr.  Balfour,  with  great 
diffidence  and  doubt;  and  I must  confess,  that, 
when  I first  read  his  publication,  I could  not 
bring  myself  to  give  full  credence  to  all  his 
assertions  respecting  its  efficacy  in  the  variety 
of  instances  in  which  he  has  administered  it. 
But  the  cases  appeared  to  me  to  be  so  fairly 
related  ; and  it  is  of  so  much  consequence  in 
the  Medical  and  Surgical  practice  of  a public 
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Charity,  especially  of  one  so  recently  esta- 
blished, as  that  to  vrhich  I have  the  honour 
to  belong,  to  endeavour  to  economize  its  re- 
sources, and  to  limit  the  expenditure  to  its 
income,  by  every  means  within  the  power  of 
the  medical  officers;  and  the  consumption  of 
leeches  is  in  general  so  large  and  so  expen- 
sive, that  it  became  an  object  with  me,  on 
that  account  alone,  to  put  the  powers  of 
this  medicine  fairly  to  the  test.  The  result 
has  certainly  far  surpassed  any  expectations 
that  I could  have  formed  of  it,  and  has  been 
sufficient  to  satisfy  my  mind  that  its  sedative 
powers  are  such,  as  not  only  to  reduce  very 
considerably  the  necessity  of  general  and 
local  blood-letting,  in  a great  variety  of  to- 
pical inflammations,  but,  in  many,  to  super- 
sede it  altogether. 

The  cases  in  which  I have  administered 
the  Tartar  Emetic,  have  been  exclusively  sur- 
gical, with  the  exception  of  one  case  of 
Cynanche  Parotidsea,  or  Mumps ; and  the 
inode  of  its  exhibition  has  been  that  which  I 
have  already  related,  as  practised  by, Dr. 
Balfour.  In  order  that  its  powers  might  be 
uncontrolled  and  undivided,  I have,  in  the 
generality  of  the  cases,  carefully  abstained 
IVom  the  use  of  leeches ; and  the  local  appli- 
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crrtions  have  been  as  simple  as  possible.  Upon 
the  whole,  the  result  of  this  practice  lias  sur- 
prised and  pleased  me;  and  I cannot  bnt 
feel  highly  indebted  to  Dr,  Balfour  for  the 
acquisition  of  a very  valuable  and  safe  addi- 
tion to  the  list  of  oiir  antiphlogistic  reme- 
dies^ Exhibited  in  the  manner  I have  de- 
scribed, this  medicine  appears  to  exercise  a 
very  powerful  influence  over  the  arterial  sys- 
tem, restraining  its  action,  and  diminishing 
its  vigour  in  a manner,  and  with  a rapidity, 
that  is  possessed  by  few  other  remedies,  that 
I am  acquainted  with.  In  many  cases 
the  velocity  and  the  strength  of  the  pulse 
yield  to  it  in  a few  hours;  the  tumefaction, 
pain,  and  inflammation  of  the  part  affected 
subside,  almost,  as  by  a miracle ; the  febrile 
excitement,  thirst,  and  restlessness,  which  ac- 
company and  mark  the  symptomatic  fever 
arising  from  local  inflammation,  are  relieved 
and  disappear  with  the  same  rapidity.  And 
in  none  of  the  cases  in  which  I have  directed 
it,  and  among  them  have  been  some  delicate 
and  weakly  women,  have  I met  with  anj  com- 
plaints of  its  violent  action,  nor  any  objec- 
tions to  its  continued  use.  In  other  in- 
stances these  effects  are  more  slow  in  taking 
place ; but  in  none,  in  which  I have  tried  it, 
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has  it  failed  to  moderate  the  inflammatory 
action,  and  very  considerably  to  reduce  the 
necessity  of  general  and  local  blood-letting. 

The  following  cases  have  been  selected, 
as  they  have  occurred,  and  Mull  be  accepted, 
I am  persuaded,  as  faithful  illustrations  of 
the  truth  of  what  has  been  advanced,  by  all 
unprejudiced  readers ; and  will  be  received 
by  Dr.  Balfour  as  a satisfactory  corroboration 
of  the  practical  result  of  his  doctrine. 


CASES. 


CASE  I. 

HERNIA  HUMORALIS. 

Richard  Neil,  thirty-two  years  of  age,  was 
admitted  a patient  at  the  St.  George’s  and  St. 
James’s  Dispensary,  under  my  care,  June  22, 
1819,  for  a Gonorrhoea  of  eight  days’  stand- 
ing. 

There  was  a copious,  thin,  white  discharge 
from  the  urethra,  oedema  of  the  prepuce,  ardor 
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urmae,  and  a painful  enlargement  of  a gland 
in  the  left  groin. 

At  this  time  I was  taking  every  opportu- 
nity of  ascertaining  the  efficacy  of  the  Cubeb 
pepper,  as  a remedy  for  this  disease ; and  it 
was  administered  in  the  form  of  tincture  to 
this  man.  At  the  end  of  a fortnight  the 
symptoms  were  very  little  abated,  and  he  was 
then  put  upon  the  use  of  Copaiva,  under 
which  the  discharge,  &c.  ceased  in  two  days, 
and  on  the  17th  of  July,  he  was  discharged 
cured. 

On  the  3d  of  August  he  was  re-admitted 
with  a return  of  the  discharge  from  the  ure- 
thra, and  some  degree  of  ardor  urinas.  He 
was  again  directed  to  take  the  Copaiva,  but 
he  followed  his  usual  occupations,  and  the 
symptoms  did  not  diminish.  He  said,  that 
he  formerly  had  strictures,  and  was  appre- 
hensive that  they  had  returned,  as  his  stream 
of  urine  was  lessened  in  size,  and  he  voided  it 
with  more  frequency  than  usual.  In  order  to 
satisfy  his  mind,  I passed  a bougie,  which 
met  with  a spasmodic  contraction  in  the 
urethra,  at  4|  inches,  and  then  went  very 
readily  into  the  bladder.  This  was  on  the 
14th  of  September,  and  on  the  16th  he  com- 
plained of  pain  in  the  left  testicle.  After  this 
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I did  not  see  him  again  until  the  30th,  when 
he  told  me  he  had  been  into  St.  George’s  Hos- 
pital for  a swelled  testicle,  and  had  been  dis- 
charged from  thence  the  preceding  day.  At 
this  time  the  inflammation  had  much  sub- 
sided, but  the  testicle  was  still  as  large  as 
a billiard  ball,  hard,  and  heavy,  but  not  very 
painful. 

I desired  him  to  rub  on  the  testicle  5fs  of 
Mercui-ial  Ointment  with  Camphor,  every 
night  on  going  to  bed ; and  to  take  two  table 
spoonsful  of  the  following  mixture  three  times 
a day : 

Antiraonii  Tartans,  gr.  iij  ; 

Magnes.  Sulphat.  ; 

Aquae  fontan.  ^vj.  M. 

This  medicine  excited  nausea,  at  first,  and 
purged  him  smartly;  but  he  did  not  vomits 
The  pain,  swelling,  and  induration,  subsided 
veiy  rapidly ; and  on  the  9th  of  October, 
the  testicle  was  very  little  larger  than  na- 
tural. He  was  directed  to  take  his  mixture 
twice  a.day. 

I did  not  see  him  again  till  the  23d, ' 
at  which  time  the  testicle  was  nearly  of  the 
same  size  as  the  other,  and  in  every  respect 
natural  in  its  feel  and  appearance,  r ' 
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CASE  II.  - 

HERNIA  HUMORALIS. 

Garratt  M‘Ewen,  twenty-eight  years  of 
age,  was  admitted  on  the  books  of  the  Dis- 
pensary, August  31,  1819,  for  a Gonorrhoea, 
of  three  weeks’  standing,  and  Hernia  Humo- 
ralis  of  the  left  testicle.  The  testicle  was 
large,  hard,  and  painful,  and  the  chord  all 
the  way  up  to  the  ring,  and  through  it  into 
the  abdomen,  was  enlarged  to  the  size  of  a 
man’s  finger,  and  very  painful. 

Cold  saturnine  lotion  was  applied  to  the 
testicle,  and  chord ; and  he  was  ordered  to 
take  two  table  spoonsful  of  the  Taitar  Emetic 
mixture,  prescribed  in  the  preceding  case, 
three  times  a day. 

Sept.  2.  He  said,  that  the  morning  dose, 
which  he  took  before  breakfast,  purged,  and 
vomited  him,  and  he  brought  up  a good  deal 
of  bile.  Tlie  testicle  was  diminished  in  size, 
and  freer  from  pain  ; but  the  chord  continued 
enlarged,  and  very  painful  all  the  way  to  the 
abdomen. 

He  was  desired  to  continue  the  mixture, 
but  to  take  the  first  dose  after  breakfast. 
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Four  leeches  were  applied  along  the  course  of 
the  chord,  and  afterwards  a linseed  meal 
poultice. 

Sept.  7.  The  testicle  was  reduced  to  much 
less  than  half  its  former  size,  and  was  free 
from  pain.  The  pain  and  swelling  of  the 
chord  were  considerably  diminished;  and  the 
discharge  from  the  urethra  nearly  stopped. 

He  was  ordered  to  continue  his  mixture 
twice  a day,  and  to  apply  the  Lotio  Ammo- 
niae  Muriatis  to  the  testicle.  But  I saw 
him  no  more. 


CASE  III. 

HERNIA  HUMORALIS. 

Randall  Payne,  aged  twenty-four  years, 
was  admitted  a patient  at  the  Dispensary, 
November  18,  1819,  having  a Hernia  Humo- 
ralis  of  the  left  testicle,  which  had  attacked 
him  nearly  a week  before,  in  consequence  of 
the  sudden  subsidence  of  a Gonorrhoea  under 
the  use  of  Copaiva. 

The  testicle  was  as  large  as  a moderate- 
sized orange,  hard,  heavy,  and  exquisitely 
painful  and  tender  to  the  touch. 

He  was  directed  to  take  the  Tartar  Eme- 
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tic  mixture  every  three  hours  in  doses  of  three 
table  spoonsful ; and  to  apply  the  Sal  Ammo- 
niac lotion  to  the  testicle. 

Nov.  20.  He  had  taken  his  medicine  regu- 
larly ; had  been  well  purged,  but  not  made 
sick.  The  testicle  was  less  painful  and  tender 
to  the  touch ; and  reduced  to  half  its  former 
size,  but  remained  hard. 

He  was  desired  to  take  a dose  of  his  medi- 
cine three  times  a day. 

Nov.  23.  The  morning  dose  made  him 
slightly  sick  ; but  he  had  not  vomited.  For 
the  last  two  days  he  had  had  but  one  stool  a 
day.  The  testicle  continued  to  subside  very 
rapidly,  and  was  free  from  pain.  The  Epidi- 
dymis remained  harder  than  natural. 

By  mistake  he  had  merely  washed  the 
testicle  with  his  lotion  two  or  three  times  a 
day,  instead  of  keeping  rags  wetted  with  it 
constantly  applied  to  the  part. 

Nov.  30.  The  testicle  vvas,  now,  only 
about  half  as  large  again  as  the  other,  and 
perfectly  natural,  except  in  the  Epididymis, 
which  reimiined  somevdiat  indurated. 

The  mixture  was  therefore  left  off,  and  he 
was  desired  to  rub  on  the  testicle  sfs  of  the 
Mercvrial  Ointment  with  Camphor,  every 
niglit  at  bedtime. 
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Dec.  16.  The  testicle  had  nearly  resumed 
its  natural  size  and  appearance. 

Jan.  1,  1820.  No  induration  whatever 
was  remaining  in  the  Epididymis ; and  the 
testicle  liad  its  natural  feel  and  appearance. 


CASE  W. 

INFLAMMATION  AND  SWELLING  OF  THE  LABIUM 
PUDENDI,  AND  NYMPHA,  THREATENING  TO 
SLOUGH. 

Deliverance  Walkington,  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  a thin,  delicate,  unhealthy  looking 
woman,  came  under  my  care  at  the  St.. 
George’s  and  St.  James’s  Dispensary,  August 
18,  1819,  for  an  ulcer  on  the  mucous  mem- 
brane lining  the  left  labium  pudendi,  near 
to  its  junction  with  the  vagina,  about  the 
size  of  a sixpence,  with  a foul  surface,, 
slightly  elevated  edges,  and  a somewhat  in- 
durated base.  In  each  groin  was  a painful 
enlargement  of  an  absorbent  gland  of  the 
size  of  a large  olive.  She  had  been  ill  se- 
veral weeks,  and  had  contracted  the  disease 
from  her  husband,  who  was,  at  the  same  time, 
under  my  care,  for  both  primary  and  secondary 
symptoms  of  Lues  Venerea. 
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She  was  ordered  to  take  a small  dose  of 
Epsom  Salts  every  morning ; to  apply  a solu- 
tion of  Opium,  Cicuta,  and  Sulphate  of 
Zinc  to  the  sore ; and  cold  saturnine  lotion 
to  the  groins. 

Aiig.  24.  I was  requested  to  call  upon 
her,  as  she  was  unable  to  leave  her  bed,  and 
found  her  suffering  very  severely  from  a con- 
siderable tumefaction  and  inflammation  of 
the  left  labium  pudendi,  and  nympha.  The 
swelling  was  as  large  as  a middling-sized 
orange,  highly  red,  tense,  and  so  exquisitely 
painful  that  she  could  scarcely  suffer  it  to  be 
touched  in  the  most  gentle  manner.  It  had 
at  the  same  time  a semi-pellncid  appearance, 
resembling  that  of  the  praepuce  in  a violent 
phymosis,  accompanied  with  rigors,  and  so 
much  febrile  disorder  of  the  system,  that 
I was  apprehensive  the  parts  were  about  to 
slough ; the  sore,  nevertheless,  had  assumed 
a clean  appearance.  The  gland  in  the  left 
groin  was  more  enlarged  and  painful. 

A cold  saturnine  poultice  was  applied  to 
the  pudenda ; and  she  took  a drachm  of  the 
Liquor  Antimonii  Tartarisati  three  times  a 
day  in  a glass  of  water.  This  medicine  ex- 
cited a good  deal  of  vomiting,  and  purged  her 
smartly. 
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I was  unable  to  see  her  again  till  the 
26th,  when  1 found  that  the  tumefaction, 
pain,  and  inflammation  of  the  labium  and 
nympha,  were  very  considerably  abated ; 
while  the  swelling  of  the  gland  in  the  left 
groin  continued  to  advance.  She  was  desired 
to  leave  off  the  aiitimonial  wine. 

Aug.  28.  There  were  no  remains  of  the 
swelling  of  the  pudenda.  Being  unable  to 
maintain  herself  any  longer  in  her  lodgings, 
her  husband  being  too  ill  to  work,  she  went 
into  St.  George’s  Hospital  on  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember, the  ulcer  within  the  labium  being 
then  in  a healing  state,  the  swelling  of  the 
gland  in  the  right  groin  having  receded, 
while  that  in  the  left  was  beginning  to  sup- 
purate. 

This  was  one  of  the  first  eases  in  which  I 
tried  the  sedative  effects  of  the  Emetic  Tar- 
tar in  such  large  doses,  and  I must  candidly 
confess  I never  before  saw  such  a severe  attack 
of  inflammation  in  these  parts  so  rapidly  re- 
duced. It  will  be  observed,  that,  in  this  case, 
its  powers  of  arresting  inflammation  in  an 
absorbent  gland  were  not  correspondent  to 
those  it  exercised  over  the  inflammation  of 
the  labium  ; and  I have  noticed  the  same  re- 
sult in  other  cases. 
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CASE  V. 

INFLAMMATION  AND  SWELLING  OF  THE  PENIS, 
WITH  PHYMOSIS,  FROM  ULCERS  WITHIN  THE 
PR.EPUCE. 

John  Morgan,  thirty-six  years  of  age,  be- 
came my  patient  at  the  St.  George’s  and  St. 
James’s  Dispensary,  Sept.  28,  1819,  having 
been  visited  the  preceding  day  by  my  friend 
and  colleague.  Dr.  Gregory  (in  the  absence 
of  Dr.  Cloves,  whose  duty  he  was  performing), 
who  found  him  suffering  great  torture  from  a 
violent  tumefaction  and  inflammation  of  the 
penis  and  prjepuce,  accompanied  with  phy* 
mosis,  and  a high  degree  of  symptomatic 
fever;  a hot  burning  skin;  quick  full  pulse;  a 
white  tongue;  thirst  and  restlessness. 

Dr.  Gregory  very  properly  directed  eigh- 
teen ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  from  the 
arm ; and  prescribed  eight  grains  of  the  Pulvis 
Antimonialis  to  be  taken  directly. 

The  blood,  when  cold,  was  highly  cupped, 
and  buffy. 

When  I saw  him  on  the  28th,  the  whole 
penis  was  exceedingly  swollen,  red,  and 
semi-pellucid,  and  he  complained  of  exquisite 
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pain  and  tenderness ; a copious  discharge  of 
thin,  discoloured  sanies  had  begun  to  exude 
from  within  the  prmpuce,  on  whose  under 
part  could  be  felt  a considerable,  circum- 
scribed induration,  as  large  as  a shilling, 
marking  the  site  of  an  ulcer  on  its  inner  sur- 
face. He  had  a great  deal  of  fever  ; a quick, 
full,  hard  pulse ; a white  furred  tongue ; and 
the  pain  was  so  increased  at  night,  as  to  de- 
prive him  of  rest. 

On  inquiring  into  the  history  of  his  case, 
it  appeared  that  he  had  been  ill  three  months 
with  sores  on  the  internal  surface  of  the  prse- 
puce;  and  during  the  last  month  had  been 
also  affected  with  phymosis ; that  when  this 
symptom  supervened,  he  had  applied  to  an 
apothecary,  who  gave  him  pills,  which  he 
took  for  three  weeks  ; that  they  had  made  his 
gums  and  mouth  very  sore,  and  excited  sali- 
vation; and  while  these  effects  were  taking 
place,  the  symptoms  he  was  now  suffering 
from,  had  come  on.  He  was,  at  the  time 
I saw  him,  in  a state  of  salivation. 

I directed  the  penis  to  be  enveloped  in  a 
large  bread  and  water  poultice,  and  laid  upon 
the  belly ; and,  before  each  poultice  was  ap- 
plied, that  he  should  inject  some  saturnine 
lotion  between  the  prsepuce  and  glans  penis. 
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in  order  to  wash  away  the  sordes  and  dis- 
charge. He  was  put  on  a low  diet,  and  took 
two  large  table  spoonsful  of  the  Tartar  Emetic 
mixture  three  times  a day. 

Sept.  29.  The  medicine  had  excited  some 
degree  of  nausea,  but  no  vomiting;  and  he 
had  had  but  three  purging  stools.  The  tu- 
mefaction and  inflammation  of  the  prsepuce 
and  penis  were  diminished,  and  he  had  less 
pain.  There  was  a profuse  discharge  of  dark- 
coloured  matter  from  the  orifice  of  the  prse- 
puce.  His  skin  was  soft,  and  moist;  pulse 
softer  and  more  natural ; tongue  cleaner. 

The  dose  of  the  mixture  was  increased  to 
three  spoonsful. 

Oct.  1.  He  had  three  or  four  stools  in 
twenty-four  hours;  but  no  sickness  or  unea- 
siness at  the  stomach. 

The  inflammation  of  the  penis  and  prse- 
puce  was  nearly  reduced ; but  there  was  still 
a good  deal  of  thickening  of  the  latter  re- 
maining, and  its  orifice  was  contracted  and 
confined.  The  discharge  was  profuse  ; and  he 
began  to  complain  of  much  soreness  within 
the  prsepuce. 

The  mixture  was  continued,  and  he  had  a 
sedative  lotion  to  inject  between  the  prsepuce 
and  glans  penis,  three  or  four  times  a day. 
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Oct.  7.  A large  slough  had  been  dis- 
charged from  within  the  prsepuce  during  the 
preceding  night.  The  thickening  of  the  prae- 
puce,  which  now  remained,  was  no  more  than 
what  very  frequently  follows  such  an  attack 
as  this  man  had  suffered,  and  is  often  kept 
up  for  a length  of  time  by  the  induration  that 
continues  after  the  cicatrization  of  ulcers  on 
its  internal  superficies. 

The  mixture  was,  therefore,  left  off ; and 
in  about  a fortnight  afterwards  the  ulcers 
were  healed  by  local  applications ; but  he 
was  unable  to  retract  the  praepuce,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  induration  and  thickening  of 
the  cicatrices. 


CASE  VI. 

ACUTE  OPHTHALMIA. 

Robert  Onis,  sixteen  years  of  age,  was 
admitted,  August  28,  1819,  being  convales- 
cent after  an  attack  of  natural  small  pox,  the 
scabs  not  having  all  separated  from  the  ex- 
tremities, and  suffering  from  a sharp  attack  of 
pustular  Ophthalmia  in  the  left  eye,  accom- 
panied with  inflammation  of  the  Sclerotica, 
marked  by  a rose-coloured  zone  of  minute 
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vessels  round  the  margin  of  the  Cornea ; 
slight  muddiness  of  the  pupil;  dimness  of 
vision  ; intolerance  of  light;  and  a good  deal 
of  pain  in  the  brow  and  temple. 

He  was  directed  to  apply  a saturnine 
lotion  to  the  eye;  and  to  take  three  table 
spoonsful  of  the  Tartar  Emetic  mixture  three 
times  a day. 

Aug.  31.  The  second  dose  of  his  medicine 
excited  nausea,  but  he  did  not  vomit,  and 
had  not  felt  sick  since ; had  been  well  purg- 
ed. He  said,  he  had  had  no  pain  in  the  eye, 
nor  in  the  head  and  temple,  since  the  second 
dose ; the  pustules  were  healed  ; the  red  zone 
was  much  fainter,  and  vision  clearer. 

To  continue  the  medicine. 

Sept.  7.  No  complaint  was  remaining  in 
the  eye — vision  perfect. 


CASE  VII. 

ACUTE  OPHTHALMIA. 

Elizabeth  Burroughs,  forty-nine  years  of 
age,  was  admitted  a patient  at  the  St. 
George’s  and  St.  James’s  Dispensary,  Nov. 
16,  1819,  for  an  acute  Ophthalmia  of  the 
Conjunctiva,  in  one  eye,  of  ten  days’  existence. 
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The  Adnata  of  that  eye  was  highly  red, 
and  inflamed;  and  the  vessels  of  the  Conjunc- 
tiva were  enlarged  and  distinct.  She  com- 
plained of  much  pain  in  the  eye,  with  a sense 
of  distention  in  the  globe,  and  of  dimness  of 
sight.  These  symptoms  were  accompanied 
with  headache  and  a white  tongue. 

She  said,  that  she  had  been  subject  to 
similar  attacks  for  thirty  years  on  exposure  to 
cold,  or  getting  wet  in  the  feet. 

Cold  saturnine  lotion  was  applied  to  the 
€ye,  and  she  was  directed  to  take  three  table 
spoonsful  of  the  Tartar  Emetic  mixture  every 
hour  until  she  vomited ; and  afterwards  to 
repeat  the  same  dose  every  three  hours. 

Nov.  18.  She  said,  the  first  dose  had  vo- 
mited her  for  two  hours.  She  had  since  taken 
one  every  three  hours,  and  had  been  a good 
deal  purged,  but  not  made  sick.  Her  head 
was  much  relieved.  The  redness,  inflamma- 
tion, and  pain  of  the  eye  were  considerably 
abated,  and  vision  was  greatly  improved. 

She  was  desired  to  take  two  spoonsful  of 
the  mixture  every  four  hours. 

Nov.  20.  Scarcely  any  redness  was  re- 
maining ; vision  nearly  perfect ; the  lids 
slightly  gummed  in  the  morning. 

She  was  now  ordered  to  take  the  medicine 
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three  times  a day;  and  the  Sulphate  of  Zinc 
lotion  was  substituted  for  the  saturnine. 

Nov.  23.  No  complaint  remained  in  the 
eye. 


CASE  VIII. 

ACUTE  OPHTHALMIA. 

Charlotte  Whitehead,  twenty-nine  years 
of  age,  was  admitted,  November  23,  1819, 
with  violent  inflammation  of  one  eye. 

She  said,  that  three  weeks  ago,  the  child 
she  was  nursing,  had  thrust  one  of  its  fingers 
into  her  eye,  and  scratched  it  severely  with 
the  nail.  It  had  ever  since  been  inflamed 
and  painful ; and  during  the  last  week,  the 
symptoms  had  so  increased,  that  she  was 
nearly  blind. 

There  was  now  inflammation  of  the  con- 
junctival and  sclerotic  coats;  a large  pustule 
on  the  Cornea,  full  of  yellow  matter,  and, 
apparently,  on  the  point  of  bursting  into  an 
ulcer ; under  the  inflamed  Conjunctiva  was  a 
zone  of  red  vessels,  surrounding  the  Cornea ; 
cloudiness,  but  no  irregularity  of  the  pupil ; 
muddiness  of  the  Cornea ; considerable  dim- 
ness of  vision ; and  she  complained  of  great 
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pain  and  distention  in  the  eye.  There  was, 
also,  headache,  with  pain  in  the  brow,  and 
in  the  inner  angle  of  the  eye ; she  had  a 
white  tongue ; confined  bowels ; and  her 
pulse  was  110,  full  and  hard. 

Cold  saturnine  lotion  was  applied  to  the 
eye ; and  she  was  desired  to  take  three  table 
spoonsful  of  the  Tartar  Emetic  mixture  every 
hour  till  she  vomited ; and  afterwards  to 
repeat  the  same  dose  every  four  hours. 

Nov.  27.  She  said,  that  after  taking  two 
doses  she  was  sick,  and  vomited ; she  had 
since  taken  the  medicine  as  she  had  been  di- 
rected, and  had  been  at  first  well  purged,  but 
had  experienced  no  return  of  the  nausea. 
Yesterday,  the  bowels  had  not  acted  at  all ; 
and  to-day  only  once. 

The  red  zone  was  much  diminished  ; the 
pustule  was  almost  healed  ; the  redness  of 
the  Conjunctiva  had  nearly  disappeared  ; the 
Cornea  and  pupil  were  much  clearer ; and  she 
had  no  pain  remaining,  either  in  the  eye  or 
head : tongue  still  white ; pulse  92. 

Nov.  30.  No  complaint  whatever  was  re- 
maining in  the  eye. 
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CASE  IX. 

PAINS  IN  THE  LIMBS  AND  INFLAMMATION  OF 
THE  SCLEROTIC  COAT  OF  THE  EYE,  AFTER 
AN  ULCER  ON  THE  PENIS. 

John  Ingles,  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
was  admitted  a patient  at  the  St.  George’s 
and  St.  James’s  Dispensary,  October  12, 
1819,  complaining  of  pains,  resembling  those 
of  rheumatism,  in  all  the  larger  joints,  in  the 
shoulders,  and  in  the  shins,  so  severe  as  to 
keep  him  awake  at  night.  He  had  also  a 
quick  pulse,  and  white  tongue. 

He  said  that,  four  months  ago,  he  had  an 
ulcer  on  the  under  side  of  the  penis,  near  to 
the  scrotum,  for  which,  by  the  advice  of  a 
very  intelligent  surgeon,  he  took  a pill  night 
and  morning,  for  about  five  weeks ; that  the 
sore  healed  in  about  a fortnight  after  he  had 
begun  this  course,  and  towards  the  termina- 
tion of  it,  his  mouth  was  made  sore,  and  he 
spat  more  than  usual.  A slight  thickening 
of  the  cicatrix  still  remained,  where  the 
ulcer  had  been  situated. 

Oct.  19.  He  was  attacked  with  sclerotic 
inflammation  in  the  left  eye,  accompanied  by 


1 


114  SEDATIVE  POWERS  OF 

pain  in  the  eye  and  temple,  somewliat  muddy 
pupil,  and  dimness  of  vision.  He  had,  also, 
pain  in  the  left  side,  increased  by  coughing, 
or  a deep  inspiration  ; pulse  not  quickened. 

He  was  directed  to  foment  the  eye  occa- 
sionally by  means  of  a sponge  and  hot  water; 
and  to  take  three  table  spoonsful  of  the  Tar- 
tar Emetic  mixture  every  four  hours. 

Oct.  21.  Had  been  slightly  purged;  but 
not  sick.  The  pain  in  the  side  and  in  the  eye 
and  temple  was  much  relieved,  and  the  red- 
ness of  the  sclerotic  coat  somewhat  dimi- 
nished.. 

y Oct.  26.  The  pain  in  the  eye  was  removed; 
but  the  red  zone  was  not  subsiding,  and 
vision  did  not  improve. 

The  mixture  was,  therefore,  discontinued, 
having  taken  it  a week ; and  he  was  put  on  a 
course  ’ of  jj  the  blue  pill,  under  which,  his 
pains,;  and  the  . inflammation  in  the  eye,  ra^ 
pidly  disappeared ; and  on  the  30th  of  No- 
veipber  he  had  no  complaint  remaining,  but 
that  of.,  weakness.  The  blue  pill  was  now 
left  oflT,  and  he  was  directed  to  take  the 
Decoct.  Ulmi  Comp. 

Dec.  11.  He  had  a relapse  of  inflamma- 
tion in  the  same  eye ; there  was  a pale  red 
zone  surrounding  the  Cornea,  muddy  aque- 

2 


TARTAR  EMETIC. 


115 


Oils  humour,  and  impaired  vision,  but  no 
irregularity  of  the  pupil ; and  he  complained 
of  aching  pain  in  the  ball  of  the  eye,  and  in 
the  temple.  The  pains  in  the  limbs  and 
joints  had,  also,  returned  in  a slight  degree, 
and  on  his  body  and  extremities  was  an  erup- 
tion of  Lichen  Simplex,  very  well  marked. 

On  the  14th,  the  inflammation  of  the  eye, 
and  dimness,  continuing  to  increase,  the  De- 
coct. Ulmi  Comp,  was  discontinued,  and  I 
directed  him  to  take  three  times  a day  a pill, 
containing  half  a grain  of  Tartar  Emetic, 
and  half  a grain  of  extract  of  Opium. 

Dec.  18.  The  pills  excited  nausea,  and 
he  had  vomited  once.  He  still  complained  of 
considerable  pain  in  the  eye,  and  there  was 
no  diminution  of  the  red  zone,  nor  of  the 
dimness.  The  paing  in  the  limbs  were  re- 
lieved, and  the  eruption  was  beginning  to 
fade. 

Two  leeches  were  ordered  to  be  applied  to 
the  under  lid  ; and  he  went  on  with  the  pills. 

Dec.  23.  He  had  put  one  leech  on  the  side 
of  the  nose,  and  the  other  on  the  temple; 
nevertheless,  the  pain  in  the  eye  and  temple 
was  diminished  ; the  red  zone  had  much  sub- 
sided, and  vision  was  improved.  ^ 

Dec.  28.  Very  little  appearance  of  inflam-’ 
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mation  was  remaining  in  the  eye,  and  the 
sight  of  it  was  nearly  as  good  as  in  the  other. 

Jan.  6,  1820.  The  eye  was  quite  well. 
The  eruption  of  Lichen  had,  also,  disappear- 
ed^ but  the  pains  in  his  limbs  were  no  better. 


CASE  X. 

INFLAMED  LEGS, 

George  Crowther,  twenty-seven  years 
old,  applied  at  the  Dispensary,  September 
30,  1819,  having  an  extensive  inflammation 
of  the  skin  surrounding  the  ankle,  and  the 
small  of  each  leg,  accompanied  with  some  de- 
gree of  oedema,  and  a hot,  pungent,  burning 
pain.  It  had  come  on  the  preceding  day,  and 
had  rather  an  erysipelatous  appearance ; but 
the  redness  and  tumefaction  were  diffused 
and  undefined,  and  surrounded  by  spots,  and 
smaller  patches.  He  had  not  noticed  having 
had  any  rigors.  He  had  a white  furred 
tongue,  and  his  pulse  was  100  in  the  minute, 
and  rather  thready. 

Spirit  lotion  was  applied  to  the  legs  ; and 
he  took  three  table  spoonsful  of  the  Tartar 
Emetic  mixture  every  four  hours. 

Oct.  2.  He  said,  he  had  sweated  and 


tartar  BMETIG. 


117 


purged  freely ; but  had  had  no  nausea  nor 
vomiting. 

The  inflammation,  swelling,  and  pain  of 
the  legs  were  greatly  abated ; and  the  skin 
had  assumed  a blueish  colour  with  much 
itching;  pulse  76;  tonge  furred. 

He  was  desired  to  take  the  medicine  three 
times  a day. 

Oct,  5.  He  had  vomited  several  times 
since  the  last  report ; all  appearance  of  red- 
ness and  swelling  of  the  legs  had  entirely 
subsided,  and  his  tongue  was  clean. 


CASE  XL 

HEMORRHAGE  FROM  THE  NOSE. 

Henry  Gasenser,  a German,  thirty-two 
years  of  age,  became  my  patient  at  the  St. 
George’s  and  St.  James’s  Dispensary,  Aug. 
31,  1819. 

He  said,  that  for  the  last  two  months  he 
had  been  subject  to  daily  discharges  of  blood 
from  the  nostrils,  occasionally  mixed  with 
coagula,  more  especially  on  first  rising  in  the 
morning  ; and  had  lost  as  much  as  half  a pint 
at  a time.  There  was  no  appearance,  that 
could  be  seen,  of  disease  within  the  nostrils, 
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He  was  of  a thin,  spare  frame ; but  his  ge- 
neral health  appeared  to  be  unaffected. 

He  was  desired  to  snuff  some  of  the  Sul- 
phate of  Zinc  lotion  up  the  nostrils  three  or- 
four  times  a day ; and  to  take  two  table 
spoonsful  of  the  Tartar  Emetic  mixture  three 
'times  a day. 

Sept.  2.  Had  been  a good  deal  purged ; 
but  had  no  nausea  nor  vomiting.  He  had 
had  bleeding  from  the  nose  only  once  since  he 
began  the  medicine;  and  then  lost  about  a 
wine  glass  full. 

Sept.  7.  Had  had  discharge  of  blood  occa- 
sionally in  the  morning;  but  in  very  dimi- 
nished quantity. 

Sept.  1*2.  The  discharge  of  blood  had  en- 
tirely cecised  for  several  days. 


CASE  XII. 

INFLAMMATION  AND  ABSCESS  IN  THE  HAND. 

I ' 

Sarah  Newton,  twenty-seven  years  old, 
was  admitted,  September  30,  1819,  having  a 
large  deep-seated  abscess  under  the  fascia  in 
the  palm  of  the  left  hand,  accompanied  with 
very  considerable  swelling  of  the  whole  hand, 
and  forearm.  The  integuments  covering  the 


TARTAU  EMETIC. 


119 


back  of  the  hand  were  excessively  swollen, 
red,  and  oedematous  ; and  the  lymphatics, 
all  the  way  up  to  the  axilla,  were  inflamed, 
and  painful,  forming  a broad  jed  line  along 
the  arm.  Over  the  inner  condyle  of  the  hu- 
merus was  an  absorbent  gland,  considerably 
enlarged,  and  very  painful.  She  was-suffer- 
ing  a great  deal^of  pain  in  all  the  inflamed 
parts;  with  a considerable  degree  of  symp- 
tomatic fever ; a quick,  full  pulse,  and  white 
tongue. 

She  said,  the  abscess  had  been  forming  a 
week,  and  had  been  occasioned  by  washing 
linen  clothes  with  pearl  ash,  when  she  had  an 
open  cut  between  the  fore  and  middle  fingers. 

I opened  the  abscess  in  the  palm  of  the 
hand  very  extensively,  and  let  out  a con- 
siderable quantity  of  thick  pus.  It  was  then 
fomented,  and  covered  with  a large  linseed 
poultice;  and  she  was  desired  to  take  three 
spoonsful  every  four  hours  of  the  Tartar 
Emetic  mixture, 

. Oct.  2.  She  had  had  nausea,  but  no  vo- 
miting; and  had  been  well  purged.  The 
swelling  and  oedema  of  the  hand,  and  the  in- 
flammation of  the  lymphatics  in  the  arm,  had 
much  subsided.  There  was  a large  healthy 
iliseharge  from  the  abscess.  The.  febrile  symp- 
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toms  were  abated,  her  pulse  was  quiet,  and 
tongue  cleaner. 

She  was  desired  to  take  her  medicine 
twice  or  three  times  in  the  day. 

Oct.  5.  The  enlarged  gland  at  the  elbow 
had  disappeared ; the  swelling  of  the  hand, 
and  the  inflammation  of  the  lymphatics,  had 
entirely  subsided ; and  the  wound  was  granu- 
lating and  healthy. 

Her  medicine  was  now  discontinued  ; and 
on  the  16th  she  was  discharged  cured. 


CASE  XIII. 

INFLAMMATION  AND  ABSCESS  IN  THE  GROIN, 
FROM  A BLOW. 

Mary  Cre'slett,  aged  thirty-six  years, 
was  admitted,  October  14,  1819,  having  a 
fortnight  before  received  a violent  blow  in  the 
left  groin,  from  the  end  of  a bedpost,  which 
fell  upon  her  as  she  was  taking  it  down. 

At  the  time  of  her  admission,  the  glands 
in  that  groin  were  swollen  to  the  size  of  an 
orange,  and  were  surrounded  by  a very  exten- 
sive tumefaction  and  inflammation  of  the 
soft  parts  covering  the  upper  part  of  the 
thigh,  the  groin,  and  lower  part  of  the  abdo- 
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men  , the  skin  occupying  this  space  was  red 
and  inflamed  ; and  underneath  it  there  was  a 
considerable  quantity  of  extravasated  blood. 
She  complained  of  a great  deal  of  shooting 
pain  in  all  these  parts ; and  in  the  centre  of 
the  enlarged  glands  was  an  indistinct  feel  of 
suppuration  having  commenced.  She  labour- 
ed under  a good  deal  of  symptomatic  fever ; 
had  a quick,  full  pulse,  and  white  tongue. 

Cold  saturnine  lotion  was  applied  to  the 
groin ; and  she  took  three  table  spoonsful  of 
the  Tartar  Emetic  mixture  every  four  hours. 

Oct.  16.  The  medicine  had  not  disagreed 
with  her  stomach ; but  she  had  been  well 
purged.  A large  abscess  was  evidently  form- 
ing in  the  groin ; and  her  sufferings  were  by 
no  means  mitigated.  She,  however,  conti- 
nued her  medicine ; and  put  a linseed  poul- 
tice to  the  groin.  I did  not  see  her  again  till 
the  21st,  when  she  told  me  that  the  abscess 
had  burst  on  the  18th,  and  discharged  a large 
quantity  of  grumous  blood  and  pus  by  a small 
opening. 

She  now  left  off  the  mixture. 

It  may  be  satisfactory  to  state,  that  the 
tumefaction  of  the  soft  parts  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  abscess  quickly  dispersed, 
and  the  opening  was  healed  up  on  the  26th, 
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leaving',  however,  a considerable  degree  of 
glandular  induration.  For  this  she  made  use 
of  small  quantities  of  the  Unguent.  Hydrarg. 
Mitius,  and  on  the  2d  of  November  it  was  so 
far  reduced,  that  she  ceased  to  attend. 


CASE  XIV. 

INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  BREAST. 

Mary  Montgomery,  twenty-nine  years  of 
age,  and  having  a child  at  the  breast  eight 
months  old,  was  admitted  under  my  care, 
November  2,  1819. 

She  stated  that,  four  days  before,  she  had 
got  wet  in  the  feet,  and,  on  the  day  preced- 
ing her  application  for  relief,  had  been  at- 
tacked with  pain  and  swelling  in  the  right 
breast,  shiverings  succeeded  by  great  heat; 
headache,  giddinesss,  thirst,  and  a quick  fe^ 
brile  pulse. 

There  was,  now,  great  enlargement  of  the 
whole  breast,  and  over  the  edge  of  the  pec- 
toral muscle  a tumour  under  the  skin,  as 
large  as  a hen’s  egg,  painful,  and  moveable. 
The  gland  of  the  breast  u'^as,  also,  enlarged 
and  painful ; the  nipple  was  sore  and  excori- 
ated ; and  in  the  axilla  wiis  an  enlarged  and 
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painful  gland  as  big  as  a Spanish  olive.  She 
said,  the  breast  had  been  drawn  the  pre- 
ceding night,  but  nothing  but  blood  had  been 
extracted  from  it. 

I 

She  had  a spirituous  lotion  to  apply  upon 
the  breast;  and  I directed  her  to  take  three 
table  spoonsful  every  three  hours,  of  the  Tar- 
tar Emetic  mixture. 

The  first  dose  made  her  vomit,  and  sweat- 
ed her  profusely;  but  the  succeeding  doses 
ceased  to  have  that  effect.  She  had  four  or 
five  stools  daily. 

Nov.  4.  The  pain  and  inflammation  in  the 
breast  were  quite  relieved ; but  the  swelling 
and  induration  did  not  subside. 

The  Sal  Ammoniac  lotion  was  substituted 
for  the  spirituous  embrocation  ; and  she  was 
desired  to  take  the  medicine  three  times  a 
day.  It  continued  to  purge  her  moderately, 
without  exciting  nausea. 

Nov.  6.  There  was  increased  pain,  and 
throbbing  in  the  tumour,  and  the  breast  was 
hard  and  heavy.  Six  leeches  were  ordered  to 
be  applied  to  the  tumour;  and  she  persever- 
ed in  the  use  of  the  mixture. 

Nov.  9.  A large  abscess  was  forming  in 
the  tumour,  and  the  further  continuance  of 
the  Tartar  Emetic  appearing  to  be  of  no 
avail,  it  was  left  off. 
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• CASE  XV. 

INFLAMMATION  AND  SWELLING  OF  A GLAND  IN 
THE  GROIN,  FROM  COLD. 

Mary  Janson,  fifty  years  of  age,  came 
under  my  care  as  a patient  at  the  St.  George’s 
and  St.  James’s  Dispensary,  October  18, 
1819,  for  a tumour  in  the  left  groin.  She 
had  been  visited  for  three  or  four  days  by 
the  physician,  who  found  her  labouring  undei* 
violent  pain  in  the  head,  and  so  much  fe- 
brile excitement,  that  he  had  judged  it  right 
to  order  her  to  be  bled  in  the  arm,  together 
with  other  antiphlogistic  remedies:  but  on 
discovering  that  she  had  a tumour  in  the 
groin,  she  was  transferred  to  my  care. 

She  had  an  inflamed  gland,  £is  large  as  a 
M'aliiut,  in  the  left  groin,  hard,  and  painful ; 
a considerable  degree  of  symptomatic  fever ; 
a white  furred  tongue,  and  a quick,  full 
pulse;  thirst  and  loss  of  appetite. 

She  attributed  this  attack  to  cold  ; and 
had  no  affection  of  the  pudenda. 

The  blood  taken  from  the  arm  was  cupped 
and  buffy. 

1 directed  a cold  saturnine  wash  to  be 
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kept  constantly  applied  to  the  groin,  and  that 
she  should  take  three  table  spoonsful  of  the 
Tartar  Emetic  mixture  every  four  hours.  ' 

This  medicine  vomited  and  purged  her 
very  freely,  and  had  the  effect  of  reducing 
the  fever  and  the  quickness  and  strength  of 
her  pulse  very  considerably ; but  on  the  in- 
flammation in  the  gland  it  appeared  to  pro- 
duce little  or  no  effect,  although  assisted  on 
the  2 1st  by  the  application  of  four  leeches  to 
the  groin,  and  afterwards  of  the  Sal  Ammo- 
niac lotion.  Suppuration  took  place  in  the 
inflamed  gland  ; and  on  the  29th  the  mixture 
was  discontinued. 

CASE  XVI. 

INFLAMMATION  AND  SWELLING  OP  THE 
TESTICLE. 

Win.  Lawrence,  an  apprentice  to  a clock 
and  watch  maker,  twenty  years  of  age,  was 
admitted  a patient  at  the  St.  George’s  and 
St.  James’s  Dispensary,  Dec.  3,  1819,  for 
swelling  and  inflammation  of  the  right  testicle. 

The  testicle  was  enlarged  to  the  size  of  a 
large  orange,  somewhat  irregular  in  its  shape, 
hard,  heavy,  and  exceedingly  painful  and 


126 


SEDATIVE  POWERS  OF 


tender  to  the  touch.  The  chord,  all  the  way 
' up  to  the  external  ring,  was  as  large  as  a 
man’s  finger,  and  very  painful  and  tender. 
The  scrotum  was  much  swollen  and  dis- 
tended by  oedematous  effusion  into  its  cellu- 
lar membrane ; and  the  whole  tumour  vVas  as 
large  as  a clenched  fist. 

This  attack  had  come  on  two  days  before, 
without  having  been  preceded  by  Gonorrhoea, 
and  was  attended  with  rigors,  pain  in  the 
groin,  back,  and  stomach,  and  a consider- 
able degree  of  nausea,  faintness,  and  gene- 
ral febrile  excitement.  He  had  a furred 
tongue,  and  a quick,  rather  hard  pulse. 

He  was  ordered  to  apply  the  Sal  Ammo- 
niac lotion  to  the  testicle  and  chord ; and  to 
take  three  table  spoonsful  of  the  Tartar 
Emetic  mixture  every  half  hour  till  vomiting 
should  be  excited,  and  afterwards  to  repeat 
the  same  dose  every  four  hours.  He  was  ex- 
pressly enjoined  to  remain  in  bed  on  low 
diet,  and  to  wear  a bag  truss. 

The  third  dose  vomited  him  ; he  brought 
up  a good  deal  of  bile  off  the  stomach ; 
and  he  had  five  or  six  copious  purging  stools 
in  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours. 

The  next  day  (Saturday)  being  what  he 
called  his  “ windhg  dcty,"  he  left  his  bed. 
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and  was  out  several  hours  in  rainy  weatlier, 
sroinsT  from  house  to  house  to  wind  up  his 
customers’  clochs.  Nevertheless,  in  spite  of 
such  unfavourable  circumstances,  the  swell- 
ins:  of  the  testicle  was  reduced  to  half  its 
former  size  ; there  was  less  pain  and  ten- 
derness in^  it;  he  could  bear  eto  have  it 
examined  without  flinching;  the  chord  was 
less  swollen;  and  the  oedematoiis  tumefac- 
tion of  the  scrotum  had  much  subsided. 

He  was  desired  to  lie  in  bed  the  next 
day  (Sunday),  and  to  continue  his  mixture 
every  four  hours.  On  Monday  he  went  out, 
and  had  a great  deal  of  walking  exercise,  and 
I did  not  see  him  till  Tuesday.  He  then 
told  me,  that  his  medicine  gave  him  about 
three  stools  in  twenty-four  hours,  without 
producing  nausea.  The  oedema  of  the  scro- 
tum had  nearly  disappeared ; the  swelling  of 
the  chord  had  considerably  diminished,  and 
the  testicle  was  reduced  to  the  size  of  an 
hen’s  egg  ; w'as  free  from  pain,  and  rapidly 
recovering  its  natural  shape  and  appear- 
ance. 

He  was  desired  to  sho-w  himself  again  in  a 
day  or  two,  but  he  returned  no  more. 
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CASE  XVII. 

INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  KNEE. 

Mary  Holding,  a young  girl  thirteen 
years  of  age,  was  admitted  a patient  at  the 
St.  George’s  and  St.  James’s  Dispensary,  De- 
cember 2,  1819,  with  inflammation,  swell- 
ing, and  redness  of  the  integuments  qovering 
the  inside  of  the  left  knee,  and  diffused  tu- 
mefaction and  induration  of  the  soft  parts 
underneath,  threatening  abscess.  She  com- 
plained of  pricking,  shooting  pain  in  this 
part,  and  of  stiffness  and  lameness  in  the 
limb;  and  the  lymphatics  of  the  thigh  were 
inflamed  and  hard  all  the  way  up  to  the 
groin.  Cold  saturnine  lotion  was  applied  to 
the  inflamed  parts,  and  she  was  ordered  to 
take  two  table  spoonsful  of  the  Tartar  Emetic 
mixture  every  four  hours. 

This  medicine  vomited  her  occasionally 
for  the  two  first  days,  and  purged  her  plen- 
tifully. 

Dec.  7.  The  redness  and  swelling  of  the 
parts  had  entirely  disappeared;  but  she  still 
complained  of  some  degree  of  pain,  and  of 
stiffness  and  lameness  in  the  knee. 
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She  was  directed  to  take  the  mixture  twice 
a day,  and  to  apply  the  Sal  Ammoniac  lotion 
instead  of  the  saturnine  to  the  parts;  and  in 
a few  days  more  she  was  quite  well. 
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THE  HISTORY 


or 

A FATAL  CASE  OF  STRICTURE  AND  ULCERATION 
IN  THE  (ESOPHAGUS, 

WITH  THE  APPEARANCES  ON  DISSECTION. 


Philip  Vicliery,  sixty-one  years  of  age,  by 
trade  a cordvvainer,  was  admitted  a patient 
under  rny  care,  at  the  St.  Geoi'ge’s  and  St. 
James’s  Dispensary,  May  14,  1818. 

He  stated,  that  he  had  resided  in  London 
about  eight  years,  having  previously  enjoyed 
very  good  health,  and  been  a hard-working 
sober  man="  ; but  that  since  he  had  lived  in 
town,  he  had  been  subject  to  cough  and  ex- 
pectoration of  phlegm  on  the  return  of  every 
winter.  These  symptoms  were  not  severe, 
and  went  off  on  the  approach  of  spring  and 
warmer  weather.  During  the  last  winter 
they  had  been  more  troublesome  than  for- 

* I was  afterwards  informed  by  his  friends,  that  he 
had  always  drank  very  freely  of  malt  liquors. 
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luerlVs  and  had  left  him  about  six  weeks 
previous  to  his  application  for  relief.  About 
that  time,  he  said,  he  had  begun  to  feel  an 
uneasiness  in  his  throat,  and  a difficulty  of 
swallowing  solid  food,  except  in  very  small 
quantities  and  much  masticated.  This  had 
gradually  increased,  accompanied  with  pain 
in  the  throat  and  stomach,  and  loss  of  flesh. 

At  the  time  of  his  admission,  the  diffi- 
culty of  swallowing  was  very  considerable, 
and  could  only  be  effected  with  great  care 
and  caution,  and  was  always  attended  with 
pain.  The  morsel  was  stopped  at  a parti- 
cular part  in  the  throat,  immediately  behind 
the  cricoid  cartilage,  and  after  remaining 
there  a moment  or  two,  it  appeared  to  him 
to  pass  suddenly  through  some  obstruction. 

There  was  then  a sensation  of  much  uneasi- 
ness towards  the  lower  part  of  the  CEsopha- 
gus,  and  of  soreness  and  distention  in  the 
stomach,  which  after  a few  minutes  was  re- 
lieved by  the  eructation  of  large  quantities  of  ^ 
flatus.  Besides  the  pain  in  the  throat,  which 
was  constant,  there  was  also  a sense  of  con- 
striction about  the  root  of  the  tongue,  and 
pain  and  shooting  up  the  throat  into  the 
ears  and  behind  the  angles  of  the  lower  jaw, 
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which  was  considerably  aggravated  by  blow- 
ing the  nose  hard,  and  by  sneezing. 

At  times  when  the  morsel  had  been  ar- 
rested for  a few  moments  in  the  throat,  and 
he  attempted  by  increased  efforts,  or  by 
drinking  any  kind  of  fluid,  io  force  it  down, 
it  would  be  suddenly  rejected  with  great  im- 
petus, and  along  with  it  a quantity  of  thick, 
tough  mucus,  or  phlegm. 

He  had  evidently  lost  flesh  ; but  in  other 
respects  his  health  did  not  appear  to  have 
suffered.  He  had  no  cough  remaining;  his 
appetite  was  very  good,  his  bowels  regular, 
and  his  voice  unimpaired. 

A full-sized  urethra  bougie,  properly 
curved  and  oiled,  being  carefully  passed  down 
the  CEsophagus,  was  arrested  at  that  part  of 
the  canal  to  which  he  uniformly  pointed  with 
his  finger  as  the  seat  of  his  pain  and  diffi- 
culty. The  distance,  measured  from  the  cut- 
ting edge  of  the  upper  teeth,  in  the  manner 
directed  by  Sir  Everard  Home,  proved  to  be 
seven  inches  and  a half.  On  examining  the 
point  of  the  bougie  after  it  was  withdrawn, 
it  appeared  to  be  marked'  by  a very  slight 
circular  indentation.  A bougie  under  the 
middling  size  was  then  passed,  but  it  could 
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not  be  got  further  than  the  other,  and  there 
was  no  mark  or  impression  formed  on  its 
point.  A good  deal  of  cough  and"  straining 
to  retch  was  excited  by  the  introduction  of 
' the  bougies,  and  he  spat  up  a quantity  of 
mucus  slightly  streaked  ^vith  blood. 

May  15.  He  suffered  a more  than  usual 
degree  of  pain  in  the  stomach. 

May  16.  This  was  relieved,  and  he 
thought  he  swallowed  his  breakfast  with  less 
difficulty.  A full-sized  urethra  bougie  was 
passed  ; but  being  too  hard  and  dry  it  bent, 
and  would  not  take  any  impression  on  its 
point.  He  was  desired  to  inhale  the  steam  of 
hot  chamomile  tea  frequently,  and  to  take  a 
pill  containing  five  grains  of  the  extract  of 
hemlock  twice  a day. 

He  had  less  pain  on  this  and  the  follow- 
ing day,  than  after  the  first  time  of  passing 
the  bougie.  On  the  18th,  in  attempting 
to  swallow  some  meat  at  his  dinner,  the 
morsel  was  stopped  at  the  usual  point,  and 
brought  on  a good  deal  of  retching  of  thick 
mucus.  He  cut  the  pills  into  pieces,  and  got 
them  down  in  that  state  without  much  diffi- 
culty. 

May  19.  He  got  down  some  bread  and 
butter  at  breakfast  with  greater  case  than  he 
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had  been  able  to  do  for  a long  time.  He 
complained  of  tightness  in  his  breathing, 
and  of  soreness  round  the  margin  of  the 
diaphragm. 

'A  middling-sized  plain  white  bougie  was  - 
passed,  and  app'eared  to  go  through  the  stric- 
ture as  if  through  a piece  of  lawn  paper. 

May  28.  He  thought  he  could  swallow 
larger  morsels,  and  with  less  difficulty.  But 
he  complained  of  pain  about  the  Scrobiculus 
Cordis,  shooting  up  the  throat  into  the  ears 
and  temples  ; of  difficulty  of  breathing,  sore- 
ness, and  tightness  in  the  chest;  and  of  pains 
flying  about  his  body  and  limbs ; the  bougie, 
therefore,  was  not  passed. 

May  23.  These  symptoms  had  much 
subsided,  and  he  thought  he  continued  to 
swallow  better. 

A nearly  full-sized  urethra  bougie  ap- 
peared to  pass  through  the  stricture. 

May  26.  There  was  less  irritation  in  the 
CEsophagus,  and  he  continued  to  swallow 
with  more  ease.  He  was  much  troubled  with 
flatus  in  the  stomach  and  bowels,  and  fre- 
quent eructations. 

The  same  bougie  was  again  passed,  ap- 
parently through  the  stricture. 
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May  28.  His  ’spirits  were  much  exhila- 
rated by  the  improvement  which  he  thought 
had  taken  place.  He  expressed  much  confi- 
dence, and  said  he  was  better  than  he  had 
been  since  the  attack  first  came  on.  Never- 
theless he  was  obliged  to  swallow  his  food 
with  great  care  ; and  if  by  accident  a larger 
morsel  than  he  intended  slipped  into  the 
throat,  it  was  instantly  rejected  with  great 
impetus  and  the  retching  of  mucus. 

The  bougie  appeared  to  pass  through  the 
stricture.  It  excited  more  pain  than  it  had 
done  lately,  with  retching  of  mucus  slightly 
streaked  with  blood.  - On  this  and  the  follow- 
ing day  he  suffered  a good  deal  of  pain  in  the 
stomach,  and  vomited  a considerable  quan- 
tity of  phlegm. 

June  2 and  4.  The  bougie  was  passed, 
and  appeared  to  meet  with  less  resistance 
than  before. 

July  7.  He  had  been  in  the  country  since 
the  last  report,  and  was  returned,  looking  in 
better  health.  He  said  his  swallowing  was 
improved,  and  that  he  could  get  down  larger 
morsels. 

The  same  bougie  was  again  passed,  and 
appeared  to  go  through  the  stricture. 

He  returned  into  the  country  for  a week. 
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July  14.  A larger  bougie  was  passed  ap- 
parently through  the  stricture. 

His  bowels  being  in  a costive  state,  he 
was  ordered  to  take  small  doses  of  Epsom 
salts  occasionally. 

July  16.  He  complained  of  soreness  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  Oesophagus.  The  bougie 
was  passed,  but  it  could  not  be  got  through 
the  stricture. 

July  21.  The  bougie  was  again  stopped  at 
the  stricture.  It  brought  on  a fit  of  cough- 
ing and  retching,  and  he  spat  up  a barley 
groat  that  he  had  swallowed  in  some  gruel 
early  in  the  morning,  and  which  had  been 
arrested  at  the  stricture.  A caustic  bougie, 
bent  to  the  form  of  the  white  one,  and  with 
the  distance  of  the  stricture  from  the  cut- 
ting edge  of  the  upper  incisors  measured  on 
it,  was  passed  down  to  the  stricture,  and  re- 
tained there  a few  seconds.  It  excited  a 
sensation  of  burning  in  the  (Esophagus,  but 
did  not  seem  to  produce  so  much  irritation 
as  the  plain  one. 

July  25.  He  thought  he  had  swallowed 
better  since  the  passing  of  the  caustic  bougie. 
The  same  bougie  was  again  passed  down  to 
the  stricture. 

July  28.  He  complained-  of  great  soreness 

4 


ULCERATION  IN  THE  CESOPHAGUS.  137 

about  the  stricture,  with  cough  ; the  bougie 
was,  therefore,  not  passed. 

August  1.  The  pain  and  soreness  in  the 
throat  had  subsided  ; but  he  complained  of 
much  pain  in  the  head  and  behind  the  angles 
of  the  lower  jaw.  The  caustic  bougie  was 
again  applied.  This  was  followed  by  increased 
soreness  in  the  throat,  pain  behind  the  ears, 
and  in  the  forehead,  accompanied  with  dim- 
ness of  vision  ; and  his  swallowing  was  more 
difficult. 

August  4.  These  unpleasant  symptoms 
had  gone  off,  and  the  caustic  was  repeated. 

August  6,  8,  11,  and  13.  The  caustic  was 
repeated.  It  occasioned  more  soreness,  but 
less  irritation  and  retching  of  phlegm. 

August  18.  He  was  suffering  much  from 
pain  in  the  throat  and  stomach.  He  swal- 
lowed with  increased  difficulty,  and  his  voice 
was  becoming  weak  and  hoarse.  He  was  de- 
sired to  inhale  the  steam  of  hot  water. 

August  ‘22.  These  symptoms  were  much 
abated,  and  the  caustic  was  again  applied. 
On  the  following  day  he  swallowed  with  more 
ease ; but  the  difficulty  was  again  increased 
on  the  24th,  with  much  headache  and  pain 
behind  the  ears ; and  he  now  began  to  com- 
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plain  of  shortness  of  respiration,  especially 
after  the  application  of  the  caustic. 

He  was  desired  to  inhale  the  steam  of 
hot  decoction  of  poppies. 

August  25.  The  caustic  bougie  was  ap- 
plied to  the  stricture. 

August  27.  He  thought  he  dei*ived  relief 
from  inhaling  the  steam  of  the  hot  decoction 
of  poppies,  and  that  he  could  swallow  with 
rather  more  ease. 

The  caustic  bougie  was  again  passed. 

In  the  evening,  being  much  oppressed 
with  flatus  in  the  stomach,  he  swallowed  a 
tea  spoonful  of  gin  : it  occasioned  great  pain 
in  the  throat,  and  he  got  it  down  with  con- 
siderable difficiiltv. 

August  29.  He  complained  of  great  pain 
in  the  head,  behind  the  ears,  and  around  the 
tip  of  the  throat.  He  had  more  cough,  but 
it  was  not  accompanied  with  much  expecto- 
ration, except  when  he  attempted  to  swallow 
any  kind  of  solid  food.  His  voice  became 
daily  weaker,  and  his  sleep  was  disturbed  at 
night  by  pain  and  irritation. 

The  caustic  was  applied.  In  the  after- 
noon he  spat  up  mucus  streaked  with  blood, 
and  a few  small  clots  of  coagulum.  The  dis- 
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tressing  pain  about  the  stomach  and  the  mar- 
gin of  the  chest  continued  to  increase ; the 
pain  in  the  CEsophagus,  and  the  difficulty  of 
swallowing,  were  aggravated  ; and  for  the 
last  fortnight  he  had  been  unable  to  get  down 
any  thing  but  fluids,  and  this  he  could  now 
only  accomplish  by  tea  spoonfuls,  and  with 
much  care  and  caution.  The  quantity  of 
mucous  secretion  in  the  throat  became  aug- 
mented, especially  in  the  night,  when  it  was 
frequently  so  abundant  as  nearly  to  choke 
him.  He  emaciated  rapidly,  and  his  pulse 
were  above  90  in  a minute,  very  weak  and 
small.  Added  to  all  this  misery,  he  was  in- 
cessantly tormented  by  a craving  appetite, 
which  he  had  no  power  to  allay. 

The  caustic  had  now  been  used  eleven 
times,  and,  although  its  application  appeared 
occasionally  to  suspend,  for  a short  period, 
the  pain  and  irritation  in  the  stricture,  it  was 
evident,  not  only  that  no  other  advantage 
had  been  gained,  but  that  the  progress  of  the 
unfavourable  symptoms  was  constant  and  un- 
interrupted, if  not  aggravated  under  its  use  : 
it  was  therefore  discontinued,  and  I con- 
tented myself  with  passing  a plain  white 
bougie  down  to  the  stricture  every  second 
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or  third  day,  but  I was  not  again  able  to 
get  one,  even  of  the  smallest  size,  through  it. 

The  sensation  of  hunger  was  most  dis- 
tressing, and  was  accompanied  with  aching, 
sinking  pain  in  the  stomach.  He  complained 
of  great  debility,  with  pain  in  the  loins ; his 
urine  became  of  a deep  red  colour,  and  de- 
posited a 'thick,  brown  sediment,  that  ad- 
hered to  the  sides  and  bottom  of  the  cham- 
ber-pot ; his  tongue  assumed  a white  iippear- 
aijce ; and  his  pulse  became  very  quick,  ir- 
regular, and  intermitting. 

October  1.  The  pain  in  the  stomach  was 
increased;  and  it  was  with  much  difficulty 
he  could  stand  upright.  The  distress  in 
swallowing  was,  occasionally,  so  great,  that 
lie  could  not  even  get  down  a tea  spoonful  of 
milk  or  tea.  It  was  stopped  at  the  stricture, 
and  after  a few  moments  thrown  up  again 
with  considerable  force,  and  retching  of  mu- 
cus. Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  at- 
tempted to  support  nature  by  clysters  of  milk, 

beef-tea,  calf’s-foot  jelly,  &c. 

It  was  'impossible  not  to  view  the  poor 
man’s  sufferings  with  more  than  ordinary 
commiseration  and  anxiety;  and  being  de- 
sirous that  he  should  have  every  advantage 
and  assistance  in  my  power  to  procure  for 
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him,  I took  him  to  St.  George’s  Hospital, 
and  submitted  his  case  to  the  examination 
and  consideration  of  Sir  Everard  Home,  and 
the  other  Surgeons  of  that  establishment. 
The  result  of  tlie  consultation  was,  the  deter- 
mination to  resume  the  use  of  the  caustic 
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bougie,  as  the  only  means  likely  to  effect  a 
passage  through  the  stricture. 

October  3.  A full-sized*  urethra  bougie, 
armed  with  caustic,  was  passed  down  to  the 
stricture,  and  retained  there  nearly  half  a 
minute : it  excited  the  usual  burning  sensa- 
tion, and  brought  on  a fit  of  retching  and 
straining.  The  whole  of  that  evening,  and 
the  next  morning,  his  swallowing  was  more 
painful  and  difficult;  but  it  afterwards  gra- 
dually improved,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
6th  he  contrived  to  get  down  nearly  the  half 
of  a stale  penny  roll  soaked  in  chocolate,  the 
largest  meal  he  had  taken  for  some  weeks. 
He  now  complained,  in  addition  to  his  other 
symptoms,  of  severe  pain  under  the  left 
breast ; there  was  also  increased  soreness  in 
his  throat,  and  his  voice  was  nearly  extin- 
guished. His  bowels  were  costive  and  con- 
fined. 

October  6.  The  same  bougie  was  passed 
down  to  the  stricture. 
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October  8.  He  continued  to  swallow  bet- 
ter, and  was  able  to  get  down  a French  roll 
soaked  in  broth  : his  spirits  were  improved, 
and  he  felt  strengthened  by  the  increased 
quantity  of  food.  But  the  pain  in  the  breast 
was  unabated : it  was  more  severe  after  eat- 
ing, and  he  was  much  oppressed  with  flatus 
and  frequent  eructations.  His  pulse  were  80 
in  the  minute,  and  intermitted  every  fourth 
beat. 

The  caustic  bougie  was  applied. 

October  13.  The  pain  in  the  breast  had 
been  so  severe  as  to  prevent  his  attending. 
He  complained  much  of  the  soreness  in  his 
stomach,  and  of  pain  and  confused  noises  in 
his  head.  He  still  thought  he  could  swallow 
with  more  ease  ; and  had  taken  some  cider, 
Avhich  kept  his  bowels  more  open. 

The  caustic  was  applied. 

October  15.  The  caustic  was  again  ap- 
plied. 

October  20.  He  was  exceedingly  debili- 
tated : there  was  increase  of  soreness  in  the 
throat  and  stomach  ; violent  pain  in  the  head 
and  temples,  and  behind  the  jaws ; and  his 
voice  was  scarcely  audible : his  bowels  sel- 
dom acted ; tongue  white  ; pulse  84,  weak 
and  intermitting.  Nevertheless  he  thought 
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liimsclf  better,  and  could  still  get  down 
very  small  quantities  of  sopped  bread. 

A plain  white  bougie  was  passed  down  to 
the  stricture : when  withdrawn,  a rough  ir- 
regular impression  was  observed  on  its  point, 
which  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion  I had 
long  entertained,  that  there  was  ulceration 
of  the  GEsophagus  in  the  vicinity  of  the  stric- 
tured  part.  He  afterwards  spat  up  several 
lumps  of  coagulated  blood. 

October  22.  The  difficulty  of  swallowing 
was  increased;  he  could  only  get  down  fluids. 
He  sat  in  his  chair,  by  the  fireside,  a mere 
shadow,  sipping  out  of  a teaspoon  the  small- 
est quantity  at  a time  of  broth,  jelly,  or 
any  other  nourishing  fluid  that  he  could  ob- 
tain. The  drop,  for  it  was  scarcely  more, 
appeared  to  rest  for  a few  seconds  at  the 
stricture  ; retching  then  took  place,  and  he 
spat  up  a large  quantity  of  mucus  and  saliva, 
mixed  with  lumps  of  yellow  puriform  matter. 
This  was  his  employment  all  day  long.  Four 
or  five  times  a day  he  had  a clyster  of  beef 
tea,  or  jelly. 

October  27.  For  the  last  two  days  he 
had  been  totally  unable  to  swallow ; and  the 
attempt  brought  on  violent  convulsive  efforts 
in  the  stomach  and  diaphragm,  and  a pro- 
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fuse  expectoration  of  saliva,  phlegm,  and 
pnriforin  matter,  in  lumps. 

From  this  time  he  declined  rapidly.  He 
complained  more  of  parched  thirst  than  of 
Imnger,  although  the  mouth  and  fauces  were 
constantly  moistened  with  an  abundant  secre- 
tion of  saliva ; he  spat  up  a profuse  quantity 
of  phlegm  and  puriform  yellowish  matter. 
The  sensation  of  hunger  was  constant,  but 
apparently  not  So  distressing  as  it  had  been, 
for  he  only  spoke  of  it  when  his  mind  was 
particularly  directed  to  it  by  questions  from 
the  by-standers,  or  when  victuals  were  placed 
within  his  sight.  He  attempted  to  relieve 
the  heat  and  sensation  of  dryness  in  the 
throat  and  mouth,  by  constantly  sipping  cider, 
or  wine  and  water,  out  of  a teaspoon  : when 
he  endeavoured  to  swallow  these  fluids,  they 
were  always  rejected  in  the  manner  already 
described.  The  pulse  continued  very  weak, 
irregular,  and  intermitting;  but  seldom  ex- 
ceeded 80  beats  in  a minute.  His  tongue  was 
covered  with  whitish  fur ; his  urine  was 
passed  in  small  quantities,  high-coloured,  and 
turbid . 

He  was  supported  (if  it  can  be  so  called) 
by  injections  of  calfs-foot  jelly,  with  wine  in 
it;  and  at  night  he  had  one,  containing  a 
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scruple  of  Dover’s  Powder.  These  clysters, 
to  within  a few  clays  of  his  death,  occasionally 
brought  away  feculent  matter : but  for  the 
last  three  days  before  his  decease  his  stools 
resembled  tar  in  colour  and  consistence.  He 
had  a very  frequent  cough,  and  his  respira- 
tion was  so  oppressed,  that  he  could  only 
breathe  with  tlie  window  of  his  room  open, 
and  was  incessantly  calling  out  for  air.  He 
ceased  to  cojiiplain  much  of  the  pain  in 
the  throat  and  stomach.  He  retainedr  his 
senses  to  the  last ; and,  only  a quarter  of 
an  hour  before  he  died,  had  strength  enough 
to  get  out  of  bed,  and  place  himself  in  a 
chair  by  its  side  ; in  which  lie  terminated  his 
long  and  protracted  sufferings  on  the  morning 
of  November  5. 


DISSECTION. 

Eleven  hours  after  death  I opened  the 
body,  assisted  by  my  friend  and  colleague 
Dr.  Cloves,  Mr.  Braine,  and  Mr.  Higham, 
Apothecary  to  the  Dispensary. 

The  body  was  exceedingly  emaciated.  The 
root  of  the  tongue,  together  with  the  Pha- 
rynx, Larynx,  Trachea,  (Esophagus,  and 
stomach,  having  been  removed  from  the 
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body,  a common  bougie,  of  rather  less  than  the 
middling  size,  was  passed  from  the  Pharynx 
down  to  the  stricture,  and  readily  went 
through  it.  The  CEsophagus  was  then  slit 
open,  from  behind,  its  whole  lengtli,  and 
presented  the  following  appearances  : — At 
that  part  which  lies  immediately  behind  the 
cricoid  cartilage,  the  area  of  the  canal  was 
nearly  obliterated,  by  a morbid  thickening 
and  induration  of  its  coats,  for  the  space  of 
a quarter  of  an  inch  or  more.  The  intemal 
membrane  was  here  much  thicker  and  firmer 
than  usual,  and,  for  the  space  of  an  inch 
above  and  below  the  contraction,  it  was  ul- 
cerated throughout  its  whole  superficies.  The 
surface  of  the  ulcer  was  covered  with  a soft, 
flocculent  kind  of  slough,  of  a pale  straw  co- 
lour ; and  its  edges  were  jagged,  abrupt,  and 
irregular.  The  glands  at  the  root  of  the 
tongue  were  very  large  and  prominent.  The 
Epiglottis  appeared  to  be  larger,  and  the 
Glottis  to  gape  wider  than  usual.  Below  the 
ulcer  the  internal  membrane  of  the  (Esopha- 
gus was  redder  and  more  vascular  than  ordi- 
nary but  did  not  exhibit  any  other  morbid 

* This  appearance  went  off  after  the  parts  had  beea 
in  maceration  previous  to  their  being  put  into  spirits.  - . 
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appearance:  The  stomach  was  exceedingly 

contracted  and  quite  empty  : its  villous  coat 
was  thrown  into  numerous  rugae ; it  had  a 
reddish  brown  colour,  and  was  smeared  over 
with  a quantity  of  yellowish  green  viscid  muj 
cus.  Both  the  larger  and  smaller  intestines 
were  contracted  into  fleshy  chords  not  thicker 
than  the  middle  finger.  The  smaller  intes- 
tines presented  no  morbid  appearance,  and 
contained  nothing  but  bile  and  mucus.  In 
the  Caput  Coli  were  a few  indurated  faeces ; 
but  the  whole  of  the  great  arch  of  the  Colon 
and  the  Rectum  were  quite  empty.  The  vil- 
lous coat  of  the  Colon  was  of  a dark  gray 
colour,  approaching  to  black,  and  covered 
with  mucus  of  the  same  colour.  - The  Spleen 
was  reduced  in  size  to  half  its  usual  dimen- 
sions ; and  the  capsule,  covering  nearly  the 
whole  of  its  convex  surface,  was  converted 
into  a smooth,  white,  shining,  ligamentous 
substance,  about  the  thickness  of  a half- 
crown. 

The  rest  of  th^e  viscera  in  the  Abdomen, 
as  well  as  those  in  the  Thorax,  were  in  a per- 
fectly healthy  state. 

The  annexed  Engraving  is  taken  from  a 
drawing  made  several  months  after  the  parts 
had  been  put  into  spirits,  and  when  they  had 
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undergone  the  usual  changes  and  modifica- 
tions : nevertheless,  it  gives  a very  excellent 
representation  of  the  nature  and  situation  of 
the  disease.  It  shows  the  thickening  of  the 
coats  of  the  OEsophagus,  and  the  diminished 
calibre  of  its  canal,  together  with  the  situa- 
tion and  extent  of  the  ulceration  of  its  inner 
membrane  ; and  it  exhibits  a faithful  view  of 
the  Glottis  and  Epiglottis,  and  of  the  enlarged 
glands  at  the  root  of  the  tongue. 


G.  M^thgui  dfhn* 


J.  Strwart  Jcut^T 


hibhshfd.  April  1620.  by  Aurpds  & UtlL.55.  GrrM.  WuuimtO  Sirmi.. 
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ON 

THE  TREATMENT 

OF  a'HK 

MAMMARY  OR  MILK  ABSCESS. 


AVomen  in  the  lower  ranks  of  society  are, 
for  many  obvious  reasons,  much  more  liable 
to  suffer  from  attacks  of  this  disease  than 
those  who  are  placed  in  the  more  easy  and 
comfortable  situations  of  life.  Without  the 
means  of  procuring  for  themselves  those  com- 
forts and  indulgences  wliich  are  almost  indis- 
pensable during  the  term  of  suckling;  obliged 
to  rise  early  from  the  lying-in  bed,  and  to 
seek  a daily  subsistence  by  the  labour  of 
their  hands ; exposed  to  all  the  sudden  changes 
and  vicissitudes  of  temperature  incidental  to 
. their  way  of  life  ; residing  in  close,  confined, 
and  often  crowded  apartments ; ^and  living 
on  'scanty  and  unwholesome  food  ; are  a few 
of  the  many  causes  which  might  be  assigned 
for  the  greater  frequency  of  this  disease 
among  that  class  of  the  community,  and  will 
sufficiently  account  for  the  number  of  cases 
. L 3 
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of  Milk  Abscess  met  with  in  Dispensary  prac^ 
tice. 

The  Milk  Abscess  is  too  apt  to  be  con- 
sidered by  many  as  a trifling  and  insignifi- 
cant disease,  and  to  be  left  to  the  manage- 
ment of  persons  very  unfit  for  so  responsible 
an  office.  All  that  is  thought  necessary  to 
be  done  is,  to  foment  and  poultice  the  breast 
till  the  Abscess  bursts,  and  to  foment  and 
poultice  it  till  the  ulcer  heals,  regardless  of 
all  the  pain  and  suffering  which  the  patient 
endures  while  the  complaint  is  advancing  to 
suppuration,  and  equally  unmindful  of  the 
ill  consequences  that  may,  and  do  often,  re- 
main after  the  wound  is  healed  : it  is,  never- 
theless, a disease  of  considerable  importance, 
and,  if  neglected  or  improperly  and  unskil- 
fully managed,  may  lay  the  foundation  of 
other  more  serious  and  untractable  disorders, 
as  indurations,  tumours,  and  perhaps  scir- 
rhus,  although  in  itself  it  has  no  analogy  or 
relation  to  any  of  these  maladies;  or,  the  form 
and  -beauty  of  the  part  may  be  injured,  or 
the  skin  defaced,  by  large  and  ugly  cicatriz- 
ations. 

In  the  following  remarks,  the  principal 
object  I have  in  view  is,  to  recommend  to 
the  young  Surgeon  a mode  of  treating  this 


MAMMARY  OR  MILK  AliSCKSS.  15 1 

N 

disease,  after  the  Abscess  has  ruptured,  which, 
although  not  new,  is  by  no  means  in  such 
common  use  as  it  ought  to  be,  and  which  I 
have  never  known  fail  to  expedite  the  healing 
process,  preserve  the  natural  form  and  shape 
of  the  breast,  and  rapidly  discuss  and  dis- 
perse the  indurations  that  not  uncommonly 
attend,  or  succeed  to,  the  formation  of  this 
disease,  and  is  never  followed  by  any  of  those 
ill  effects  mentioned  above. 

There  is  no  period  of  lactation  during 
which  the  Mammary  Abscess  may  not  take 
place ; but  it  occurs  most  frequently  within 
the  first  three  or  four  months  after  parturi- 
tion. It  may  be  occasioned  by  an  over-dis- 
tention of  the  lactiferous  tubes,  by  sudden 
exposure  to  a draught  of  cold  air,  or  by  a 
blow.  Violent  passions  of  the  mind,  also, 
have  been  given  as  exciting  causes  of  this 
affection  ; but  it  is  not  always  easy  to  trace 
it  to  its  true  source. 

The  attack  is  always  ushered  in,  and 
attended  in  its  progress,  by  rigors,  headache, 
thirst,  and  other  febrile  symptoms,  which 
sometimes  run  very  high.  The  affected  breast 
becomes  swollen  and  enlarged,  oftentimes  to 
a prodigious  and  frightful  size ; severe  lanci- 
nating pain  is  felt  in  one  or  more  parts,  where 
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considerable  tumefaction  and  induration  may 
be  discovered ; the  skin  is  at  first  of  its  na- 
tural colour,  but  as  the  disease  advances  it 
assumes  a rosy  hue,  sometimes  tinged  with 
orange,  and  at  other  times  approaching  to 
scarlet,  and  the  discoloration  is  not  iinfre- 
quently  observed  to  be  in  large  and  irregular 
patches.  Under  the  skin  a considerable  de- 
gree of  oedema  generally  takes  place,  giving 
to  the  fingers  a peculiar  feel,  and  is  a sure 
indication  of  the  formation  of  matter.  After 
these  symptoms  have  continued  for  five  or  six 
days,  suppuration  may  generally  be  observed 
to  have  commenced  in  one  or  more  places, 
either  in  the  cellular  or  glandular  structure  of 
the  part.  AVhen  the  gland  of  the  breast  is 
- the  seat  of  the  Abscess,  the  progress  of  the  dis- 
ease is  generally  attended  by  more  severe 
pain  ; the  tumour  is  more  irregular  and  hard; 
the  secretion  of  milk  is  altered  or  suspended, 
and  is  sometimes  mixed  with  pns,  and  occa- 
sionally MUth  blood.  There  is  usually  more 
severe  symptomatic  fever,  and  suppuration  is 
more  Slow  in  forming  than  when  it  takes  place 
in  the  cellular  membrane. 

When  the  inflammation  occupies  the  cel- 
lular structure  of  the  part,  the  progress  of 
the  disease  is  quicker  ; and  more  tlian  one 
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Abscess  may  be  formed,  and  break  in  dif- 
ferent places.  In  general,  however,  the  rup- 
ture of  the  Abscess  takes  place  somewhere  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  nipple.  The  mat- 
ter discharged  is  pure  pus,  sometimes  mixed 
with  milk,  and  sometimes  discoloured  with 
blood ; and  is  often  accompanied  with  a 
considerable  quantity  of  slough,  or  “ core,” 
as  the  nurses  call  it.  When  seated  in  the 
cellular  structure,  there  are  two  places,  which 
I liave  observed  to  be  more  generally  occu- 
pied by  the  Abscess  than  other  parts ; the  one 
situated  on  the  outer  side  of  the  breast  over 
the  edge  of  the  pectoral  muscle,  the  other 
between  the  nipple  and  Sternum. 

Under  a proper  mode  of  treatment,  tlie 
ulcers  and  sinuses  which  form  after  the  burst- 
ing of  the  Abscess,  in  general  heal  very  rea- 
dily ; but  induration  and  tumour  of  the  parts 
will  very  often  remain  after  cicatrization  has 
been  completed,  and,  if  unattended  to,  may 
continue  for  a considerable  length  of  time, 
and  become  a source  of  uneasiness  and  alarm 
to  the  patient,  and  either  prove  difficult  of 
cure,  or,  if  there  should  be  a predisposition 
to  morbid  change  of  structure  in  the  consti- 
tution, may  take  on  such  a diseased  action 
^vould  not  very  easily  be  got  rid  of.  Never- 
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theless,  if  early  care  and  good  management 
be  had  recourse  to,  these  indurations  are  very 
easily  removed  in  the  generality  of  cases. 

When  the  secretion  of  milk  has  been  in- 
terrupted, it  will  very  often  be  restored  after 
the  healing  of  the  Abscess,  in  mild  cases : 
but  where  there  has  been  extensive  mischief 
committed  on  the  mammary  gland,  this  de- 
sirable event  will  frequently  not  take  place; 
and  in  some  instances  it  will  happen  that  the 
gland  of  the  breast  shall  be  so  much  in- 
jured as  to  be  unable  to  resume  its  natural 
function,  even  after  a subsequent  parturition. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  it  is  al- 
ways proper  to  attempt  the  resolution  of  the 
inflammation  ; and  if  the  Surgeon’s  assistance 
be  called  in  the  early  stages  of  the  attack, 
this  desirable  termination  may  frequently  be 
accomplished.  With  this  view  leeches  should 
be  applied  to  the  inflamed  breast,  as  early  in 
the  attack  as  possible,  and  they  may  be  re- 
peated for  three  or  four  successive  days,  if 
the  symptoms  be  such  as  to  require  it.  The 
patient  should  be  put  upon  an  abstemious 
diet ; and  her  bowels  opened  by  the  infusion 
of  Senna  with  the  Epsom  or  some  other  neu- 
tral Salts,  administered  so  as  to  give  three  or 
Your  watery  stools  in  twenty-four  hours.  At 
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the  same  time  the  febrile  symptoms  should 
be  quieted  by  the  saline  draught,  with  Anti- 
' inonials,  or  Dover’s  Powder  exhibited  at 
intervals  of  four  or  five  hours.  The  woman 
should  remain  in  bed,  and  be  kept  as  tran- 
quil and  composed  as  possible ; and  the  dis- 
tention of  the  lactiferous  ducts  should  be  re- 
lieved by  occasionally  drawing  off  the  milk  by 
which  they  are  overloaded.  This  is  usually 
done  by  means  of  a glass  instrument  made 
for  the  purpose,  or  by  having  the  breast 
sucked  by  another  person.  This  operation 
should  be  performed  with  gentleness,  and 
ought  not  to  be  too  frequently  repeated. 

Besides  the  application  of  leeches  to  the 
part,  the  breast,  when  heavy  and  pendulous, 
should  be  kept  supported  by  artificial  means  ; 
and  at  the  same  time  the  resolution  of  the 
inflammation  must  be  assisted  by  the  con- 
stant application  of  linen  rags  wetted  with 
some  cooling  and  evaporating  lotion.  The 
best,  perhaps,  is 'that  composed  of  a solution 
of  the  Muriate  of  Ammonia  in  vinegar  and 
water,  or  in  spirit  and  water  ; or  the  com- 
mon spirit  lotion. 

Should  these  means  fail  of  producing  the 
desired  effect,  and  the  tumefaction,  pain,  and 
throbbing  continue  to  increase,  accompanied 
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with  oeclemaj  and  more  frequent  rigors,  tbd 
formation  of  matter  may  be  apprehended, 
and  will,  indeed,  be  unavoidable.  As  soon 
as  this  is  ascertained,  the  efforts  of  nature 
ought  to  be  assisted  by  the  use  of  warm  fo- 
mentations and  poultices.  The  best  poultice 
is  that  made  of  linseed  meal,  or  of  equal 
parts  of  linseed  meal  and  the  crumb  of  stale 
bread.  It  should  be  made  larsfe  enouffh  to 
coyer  the  whole  of  the  affected  breast,  and 
may  be  repeated  twice  a day  until  the  Ab- 
scess or  Abscesses  have  burst. 

Some  practitioners  recommend  opening 
Milk  Abscesses  with  a lancet ; but  no  advan- 
tage appears  to  me  to  be  derived  from  this 
practice : on  the  contrary,  it  is  often  followed 
by  fistulous  sinuses,  which  are  tedious  and 
slow  in  healing.  When  suffered  to  rupture 
spontaneously,  there  is  always  a free  opening 
for  the  discharge  of  slough,  the  ulcer  granu- 
lates kindly,  and,  by  proper  management, 
Leals  quickly. 

As  soon  as  alt  the  slough  has  exfoliated, 
the  fomentation  and  poultices  must  be  left 
off,  and  the  Surgeoifs  attention  directed  to 
the  promotion  of  the  healing  process.  The 
object  in  view  is  to  disperse  the  indurations 
left  by  the  Abscess,' while  the  shape  and  form 
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of  the  part  is  preserved,  and  the  cicatrization 
of  the  ulcers  and  sinuses  expedited.  The 
common  practice~  is  to  make  use  of  super- 
ficial dressings,  to  leave  to  the  patient  and 
her  attendants  to  support  the  breast  in  the 
best  manner  they  can  devise,  and,  v^dien  the 
healing  process  is  completed,  to  disperse  any 
hardness  or  tumour  that  may  remain  by 
means  of.  some  saponaceous  or  mercurial  em- 
brocation or  ointment.  This  process  is  fre- 
quently tedious  and  protracted;  and,  I think, 
the  objects  irl  view  may  be  better  and  more 
expeditiously  obtained  by  a mode  of  proceed- 
ing which  I have  long  made  use  of^  and 
which  is  very  simple  and  easy,  being  merely 
the  application  of  stripes  of  linen,  or  calico, 
spread  with  equal  parts  of  the  soap  and  ad- 
hesive plasters,  in  such  a manner  as  to  enve- 
lope and  support  the  whole  breast.  Each 
stripe  of  this  plaster  should  be  nearly  an  inch 
and  a half  wide,  and  long  enough  to  i>each 
from  a little  below  the  cla\ucle  to  two  inches 
below  the  breast.  They  should  be  applied 
from  below  upwards,  beginning  alternately 
on  the  outer  and  inner  circumferences  of  the 
breast,  and  so  continued  till  the  whole  of  it 
be  enveloped.  Each  succeeding  stripe  should 
cover  the  upper  half  of  the  one  upon  which 
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it  is  placed,  and  should  be  so  applied  as  to 
make  a uniform  but  moderate  pressure  upon 
the  whole  breast.  If  there  be  but  one  ulcer, 
or  opening-,  the  application  of  the  plasters 
may  be  so  managed,  that  the  last  one  or  two 
shall  be  placed  over  the  ulcer.  By  this  means 
it  will  not  be  necessary  to  renew  the  whole  of 
the  plasters  at  each  dressing;  it  being  Suffi- 
cient, in  general,  merely  to  remove  those  co- 
vering the  sore,  in  order  to  give  vent  to  any 
accumulated  matter,  and  to  clean  the  ulcer. 
The  surface  of  the  sore  may  be  covered  with 
a bit  of  lint ; and,  if  the  granulations  should 
be  exuberant,  they  may  be  kept  down  by  a 
solution  of  the  Nitrate  of  Silver,  or  the  Cam- 
phorated Vitriolic  Lotion  of  Bates. 

By  this  mode  of  proceeding,  the  sides  of 
the  ulcerated  cavities  are  brought  into  closer 
contact,  and  the  slow  process  of  filling  up  by 
granulations  is  in  great  measure  superseded: 
the  surface  of  the  sores  seldom  exhibits  any 
disposition  to  fungous  exuberance;  the  breast 
is  maintained  in  its  proper  form  and  situa- 
tion ; and  the  absorption  of  any  induration 
so  quickly  promoted,  that  I have  seldom  seen 
any  to.  remain  longer  than  two  or  three  weeks 
after  complete  cicatrization  had  taken  place. 
Should,  however,  any  tumefaction  continue 
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after  the  healing  of  the  Abscess,  a perseve- 
rance in  the  use  of  the  same  means  will  very 
shortly  remove  it : and  it  has  this  advantage 
over  the  mercurial  preparations,  commonly 
had  recourse  to,  that  it  is  not  only  more 
cleanly  and  pleasant,  but  is  incapable  of  dis- 
ordering the  infant’s  bowels,  as  the  latter 
remedies  too  frequently  do,  when  suckling  is 
persevered  in. 

After  the  Abscess  has  burst,  I generally 
make  my  patients  take  some  tonic  medicine, 
as  the  Infusion  of  Bark,  or  Gentian,  two  or 
three  times  a day,  till  the  ulcers  are  healed. 

The  following  cases  have  been  selected, 
with  the  intention  of  showing  the  successful 
termination  of  the  mode  of  treatment  I have 
here  ventured  to  recommend. 

CASE  I. 

Mary  Ban  non,  twenty-six  years  of  age, 
was  admitted  a patient  of  the  St.  George’s 
and  St.  James’s  Dispensary,  May  10,  1817. 
She  had  been  delivered  of  her  fourth  child  on 
Sunday  the  27th  of  the  preceding  nionth. 
On  the  Tliursday  following,  she  was  seized 
with  pain  and  swelling  of  the  right  breast, 
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accompanied  with  shiverings,  hot  skin,  thirst, 
and  great  febrile  excitement.  These  symp- 
toms had  gradually  augmented;  and,  at  the 
time  of  her  admission,  the  affected  breast 
was  nearly  double  the  size  of  the  other,  hard, 
and  exquisitely  painful,  and  there  was  a 
slight  blush  of  inflammation  diffused  over  the 
integuments  covering  the  side  nearest*  the 
arm.  ' 

She  had  a great  deal  of  symptomatic  fever 
upon  her,,  and,  at  the  time  I saw  her,  was 
labouring  under  a violent  rigor.  She  said, 
that  yellow  matter  mixed  with  milk  was  oc- 
casionally discharged  from  the  nipple. 

I directed  the  milk  to  be  drawn  off  from 
time  to  time,  with  a view  to  relieve  the  dis- 
tention of  the  lactiferous  ducts,  eight  leeches  . 
to  be  applied  immediately,  and  afterwards 
folded  linen  cloths  washed  with  saturnine  lo- 
tion to  be  kept  constantly  applied  on  the  part. 
She  was  also  ordered  to  take  a senna  draught, 
and  to  repeat  it  every  morning. 

May  11.  A considerable  induration  could 
be  felt  on  the  sternal  side  of  the  breast,  in 
which  she  complained  of  much  severe  throb- 
bing pain.  The  leeches  were  repeated  on 
this  part. 

May  14.  The  volume  of  the  breast  ap- 
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pearccl  to  be  somewhat  diminished,  and  was 
softer  and  oedematous.  The  skin  in  several 
parts  had  assumed  a dingy  orange  red  co- 
lour, and  there  was  an  indistinct  sensation 
of  the  fluctuation  of  deep-seated  matter  un- 
derneath. 

Fomentations  and  linseed  poultices  were 
substituted  for  the  cold  lotion. 

May  16.  The  abscess  on  the  outer  side  of 
the  breast  burst,  and  discharged  nearly  a 
teacupful  of  well-formed  pus. 

May  20.  The  abscess  on  the  sternal  side 
of  the  breast  also  burst,  and  discharged  a 
large  slough. 

She  was  ordered  to  take  a draught  of  De- 
coction of  Bark  with  Sulphuric  Acid  three 
times  a day. 

May  22.  The  two  openings  were  each  as^ 
large  as  a shilling,  but  of  an  irregular  shape. 
They  communicated  freely  with  the  cavity 
of  their  respective  abscesses ; and  as  there 
was  no  more  slough  to  be  discharged,  the 
breast  was  dressed  with  stripes  of  linen, 
spread  with  equal  parts  of  soap  and  adhesive 
plaster,  applied  from  below  upwards,  so  as 
to  make  a uniform  pressure  and  support  upon 
.the  whole  breast.  The  dressings  were  rer 
newed  daily.  Tlie  tumefaction  and  iiulurar 
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ti,on  of  the  breast,  and  the  purulent  disehargtj 
-the  abscesses,  rapidly  diminished. 

• -Healthy  granulations  sprung  up  on  the  sores ; 
and  on  the  2d  of  June,  the  ulcer  on  the 
. outer  side  of  the  breast  was  perfectly  healed. 
The  nipple  now  began- to  discharge  pure  miUc 
5in  small  quantities. 

June  17..  The  other  sore  .was  perfectly 
•healed,  and  the  breast  had  recovered  its  na- 
jtural  feel  .and  appearance. 

CASE  II. 

Mary  Coles,  aged  twenty  years,  ^became 
;a  patient  at  the  St.  George’s  and  St.  James’s 
Dispensary,  July  14,  1819,  having  been  de- 
Jivered  of  her  first  child  eighteen  days  before. 
.Eight  or  ten  days  after  that  event  she  was  at- 
tacked with  shivering  and  other  febrile  symp- 
toms, followed  by  tumefaction  and  pain  in 
the  right  breast  darting  towards  the  axilla. 
At  the  time  of  her  admission,  there  was  a 
tumour  in  the  breast  on  that  side  next  to 
the  arm  as  large  as  a small  orange,  irregu- 
lar in  its  shape,  hard,  moveable,  with  occa- 
ssional pain  darting  through  it,  and  ap- 
,parently  not  connected  with  the  ,gland  ofjhe 
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' breast.  On  the  side  of  the  nipple  next  the 
sternum  was  another  tumour,  about  the  size 
of  a Spanish  olive,  and  having  the  same  cha- 
' racter  and  appearance  as  the  first.  The  se- 
cretion of  milk  in  this  breast  had  decreased 
since  these  tumours  had  begun  to  form.  She 
said,  that,  while  she  was  pregnant,  she  had  been 
subject  to  a good  deal  of  pain  in  this  breast 
after  exposure  to  cold,  and  had  occasion- 
ally felt  small  lumps  in  different  parts  of  it. 

She  had  a quick  pulse,  white  tongue,  and 
costive  bowels.  She  suckled  the  child  with 
the  left  breast;  and  had  the  milk  drawn  from 
the  diseased  one  as  often  as  was  necessary. 

She  was  directed  to  put  six  leeches  on 
the  breast,  and  afterwards  to  apply  folded 
linen  wetted  with  a spirituous  lotion,  and  was 
well  purged  with  castor  oil  and  tincture  of 
senna. 

July  16.  The  tumour  was  increased  in 
size,  and  more  painful.  The  whole  breast 
'was  slightly  oedematous ; and  the  skin  over 
the  tumour  was  tinged  by  a slight  blush  of 
inflammation.  There  was  no  abatement  of 
the  febrile  symptoms. 

She  was  ordered  two  drachms  of  Epsom 
salts  every  morning  in  two  ounces  of  infusion 
of  roses. 
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July  18.  The  redness  of  the  skin  and  the 
tumefaction  of  the  breast  were  increased. 
There  was  more  oedema ; and  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  tumour  on  the  outside  of  the 
breast  there  was  an  indistinct  fluctuation  of 
matter. 

She  continued  the  cold  lotion ; and  the 
dose  of  Epsom  salts  was  increased  to  three 
drachms. 

July  21.  The  tumefaction  had-  somewhat 
subsided,  but  the  forma'tion  of  abscess  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  breast  was  very  distinct, 
and  the  matter  was  seen  shining  through  the 
skin.  She  had  a good  deal  of  cold  rigors 
down  the  back. 

The  breast  was  now  fomented,  and  co- 
vered with  a linseed  poultice. 

' July  25.  The  abscess  broke  just  above 
the  nipple,  by  an  opening  half  an  inch  in 
diameter. 

July  30.  The  induration  of  the  breast  was 
subsiding ; pain  very  much  relieved. 

Sumat  Pulv.  Cinchon.  5fs,,  bis  die. 

Aug.  1 . The  ulcer  had  a healthy  appear- 
ance, and  the  discharge  was  diminished  in 
quantity. 

The  breast  was  now  dressed  with  stripes 
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of  linen  spread  with  equal  parts  of  soap  and 
adhesive  plaster,  applied  from  below  upwards, 
so  as  to  cover  the  whole  breast.  The  dis- 
charge gradually  subsided;  the  sinus  filled 
up;  and  by  the  end  of  the  month  the  sore' 
was  completely  healed,  all  induration  having 
disappeared,  and  the  breast  having  a natural 
appearance. 


CASE  III. 

Martha  Woolford,  forty^four  years  of  age, 
came  under  my  care  at  the  St.  George’s  and 
St.  James’s  Dispensary,  July  30,  1818,  six 
weeks  after  having  been  confined  with  her 
twelfth  child.  She  said,  that,  at  the  end  of 
three  weeks,  she  had  been  seized  with  shi- 
verings,  fever,  and  pain  and  swelling  of  the 
right  breast,  which  had  terminated  in  suppu- 
ration; and  that  the  abscess  had  burst  and 
discharged  a large  quantity  of  matter  five 
days  before  I saw  her. 

At  the  time  of  her  admission,  there  was  an 
ulcer  on  the  outside  of  the  breast  near  to  the 
nipple,  as  large  as  a shilling,  communicating 
with  the  cavity  of  an  abscess,  and  discharging 
healthy  pus  in  considerable  quantity.  The 
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gland  of  the  breast  was  as  large  as  a small 
orange,  hard  and  painful,  and  there  was  an  . 
enlarged  gland  in  the  axilla. 

The  fever  had  now  subsided ; she  had  a 
clean  tongue  and  quiet  pulse,  but  her  bowels 
were  too  much  confined. 

She  suckled  the  child  with  the  healthy 
breast,  and  had  plenty  of  milk. 

She  was  ordered  to  take  two  drachms  of 
Epsom  salts  in  a draught  of  infusion  of  roses 
every  morning,  and  to  rub  5fs  of  the  follow- 
ing ointment  over  the  breast  every  night  and 
morning,  and  afterwards  apply  a large  poul- 
tice of  linseed  meal. 

R.  Unguent.  Hydragyri  Mitioris  i 
Camphor,  in  pulv.  trit. 

M.  fiat  Ung. 

Under  this  plan  of  treatment,  the  hard- 
ness and  tumefaction  of  the  breast  dimi- 
nished; but  the  child  became  so  much  griped 
and  disordered  in  its  bowels,  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  change  it ; and  on  the  6th  of  Au- 
gust, stripes  of  linen  spread  with  equal  parts 
of  the  soap  and  adhesive  plasters  were  substk 
tuted  for  the  ointment,  and  applied  in  the 
manner  already  described.  The  diminution 
of  the  pain  and  of  the  induration.went  on  more 
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rfipidly  under  this  mode  of  treatment.  The 
quantity  of  discharge  from  the  wound  daily 
lessened,  and  by  the  end  of  the  month  the 
ulcer  was  completely  cicatrized,  and  the 
breast  had  recovered  its  natural  appearance. 

CASE  IV. 

Ellen  Richards,  two-and-twenty  yeai-s  of 
age,  applied  at  the  Dispensary,  October  the 
6th,  1818,  having  an  abscess  in  the  left 
breast. 

She  said,  she  had  been  put  to  bed  of  her 
second  child  that  day  month,  and  that  the 
abscess  had  been  forming  about  eight  or  ten 
days.  A tumour  first'  appeared  near  the 
nipple  on  the  side  next  to  the  sternum,  ac- 
companied with  much  pain,  rigors,  and  fe- 
brile symptoms.  By  the  advice  of  an  apo- 
thecary, she  had  applied  two  leeches  to  the 
part,  but  without  deriving  any  relief. 

At  the  time  of  her  admission,  there  was  a 
tumour  in  the  breast,’  apparently  uncon- 
nected with  the  gland,  and  as  large  as  a 
hen’s  egg,  accompapiied  with  much  oedema- 
tous  tumefaction  of  the  surrounding  parts 
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and  redness  of  the  skin,  and  evidently  eon- 
taining  matter. 

The  breast  was  ordered  to  be  fomented 
with  the  decoetion  of  poppies,  and  afterwards 
covered  with  a linseed  meal  poultice;  and 
she  was  directed  to  take  ten  grains  of  Do- 
ver’s Powder  at  bedtime. 

On  the  8th,  the  abscess  had  burst  near  the 
nipple.  On  the  10th,  the  pain  and  induration 
were  subsiding;  the  ulcer  was  clean,  and  the 
discharge  good.  The  breast  was  now  dressed 
with  stripes  of  linen,  spread  with  soap  plaster 
and  adhesive  plaster  in  equal  proportions. 

V 

The  cavity  of  the  abscess  gradually  filled  up  ; 
and  on  the  27th  the  sore  was  perfectly, 
healed;  the  induration  had  entirely  subsided; 
the  breast  bad  assumed  its  natural  appear- 
ance, and  the  secretion  of  milk  was  re- 
stored. 


CASE  V. 

ABSCESS  IN  THE  BREAST  FROM  A BLOW. 

hlary  Murray,  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
ha\ing  a child  at  her  breast  seventeen  months 
old,  became  a patient  under  my  care  at  the 


OR  MILK  ABSCESS.  160 

St.  George’s  and  St.  James’s  Dispensary,  No- 
vember the  17th,  1818. 

The  nipple  of  the  right  breast  was  so 
small  and  retracted,  that  she  had  never 
.been  able  to  suckle  with  it.  Five  days  be- 
fore her  admission  she  received  a violent 
blow  on  this  breast  from  a w’ashing  tub, 
which  was  followed  by  great  pain,  swelling, 
and  inflammation.  When  admitted,  the 
mammary  gland  was  as  large  as  an  orange, 
hard  and  painful,  and  with  some  degree  of 
cedema  in  the  surrounding  parts.  She  had  a 
quick,  full  pulse,  and  a white  tongue. 

Six  leeches  were  applied  to  the  breast, 
and  afterwards  cloths'  wetted  with  the  sa- 
turnine lotion ; and  she  was  desired  to  take 
a dose  of  Epsom  salts  every  morning,  and 
confine  herself  to  a spare  diet. 

On  the  21st,  she  had  had  several  slight 
rigors  ; the  pain  and  oedema  were  increased, 
with  pale  redness  of  the  skin,  and  suppura- 
tion appeared  to  have  commenced  on  the  in- 
ner side  of  the  nipple. 

The  breast  was  fomented  and  poulticed, 
and  she  took  ten  grains  of  Dover’s  Powder  at 
bedtime. 

A large  abscess  formed  and  burst  on  the 
1st  of  December,  on  the  sternal  side  of  the 
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nipple,  by  an  opening  of  a considerable 
size. 

Dec.  5,  Tlie  ulcer  was  clean  and  healthy, 
communicating  with  the  cavity  of  the  abscess, 
from  whence  there  was  a large  discharge  of 
healthy  matter. 

Tlie  whole  breast  was  enveloped  with 
stripes  of  linen,  spread  with  equal  parts  of 
soap  and  adhesive  plaster. 

On  the  10th,  the  hardness  was  subsiding, 
and  the  discharge  diminished  in  quantity, 
‘and  every  thing  promised  a speedy  cure. 
But  she  now  became  irregular  and  negligent 
in  her  attendance  ; the  granulations  assumed 
a smooth,  glassy,  spongy  appearance ; a fresh 
collection  of  matter  formed,  and  was  dis- 
charged through  the  ulcer,  mixed  with  milk; 
and  the  gland  continued  enlarged  and  indu- 
rated. 

Lunar  Caustic  was  applied  to  the  ulcer, 
which  soon  put  on  a healthy  appearance, . 
and  again  began  to  heal,  and  the  induration 
to  subside ; but  towards  the  end  of  January  * 
she  ceased  to  attend  altogether. 
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CASE  VL 

Mary  Anne  Hewer,  foiir-and-twenty  yeai’S 
of  age,  the  mother  of  four  children,  and 
having  the  last,  a year  old,  at  the  breast, 
was  admitted  a patient  at  the  St.  George’s 
and  St.  James’s  Dispensary,  August  26, 
1819,  for  an  abscess  in  the  right  breast. 

She  stated,  that  the  nipple  of  the  right 
breast  had  been  destroyed  by  ulceration, 
after  her  first  confinement ; in  consequence 
of  which,  she  had  never  been  able  to  suekle 
■\vith  that  breast ; that,  after  each  succeeddng 
parturition,  it  had  been  subject  to  the  forma- 
tion of  hard,  painful  lumps,  in  various  parts 
of  its  substanee,  which  continued  for  an  un- 
certain period,  and  then  subsided;  that, 
about  a fortnight  ago,  an  abscess  had  formed 
in  one  of  the  lumps,  attended  by  the  usual 
symptoms,  and  had  burst  by  a small  openir^ 
near  to  the  base  of  the  nipple. 

At  the  time  of  her  admission,  the  gland 
of  the  breast  was  mueh  enlarged,  hard,  and 
painful ; the  volume  of  the  breast  was  in- 
creased beyond  its  usual  dimensions ; and  in 
the  skin  near  the  nipple  was  a fistulous  ori- 
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ficc,  communicating  with  the  cavity  of  ait 
abscess,  and  discharging  a considerable  quan- 
tity of  pure  pus. 

She  suckled  the  child  with  the  left  breast, 
and  had  plenty  of  milk  ; she  complained  of 
' cough,  loss  of  appetite,  and  great  general  de- 
bility; had  a pallid  countenance,  and  looked 
out  of  health.  ' 

I ordered  her  to  put  a bread  and  water 
poultice  on  the  breast ; to  take  ten  grains  of 
Dover  s Powder  at  bedtime,  and  three  times  a 
day  a draught,  composed  of  the  compound 
infusion  of  Gentian,  Epsom  Salts,  and  Sul- 
phuric Acid. 

Under  this  plan  the  pain  was  much  re- 
duced on  the  7th  of  September;  and  the  indu- 
ration and  the  volume  of  the  breast  were  some- 
what lessened ; but  the  discharge  had  aug- 
mented in  quantity,  and  she  complained  of 
increasing  debility,  and  of  pains  resembling 
rheumatism  in  her  lower  extremities. 

The  dose  of  Dover’s  Powder  was  increased 

to  fifteen  grains,  and  the  draught  was 

changed  for  a drachm  of  the  powdei'  of  Bark, 

twice  a day.  The  poultice  was  discontinued, 

and  the  breast  enveloped  in  stripes  of  linen, 

spread  with  the  soap  and  adhesive  plasters, 

in  the  manner  alreadv  described. 

%> 
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At  the  end  of  a week,  her  health  was 
much  improved;  she  had  got  rid  of  her 
cough,  and  the  pains  in  her  limbs  were  nearly 
removed.  The  tumefaction  and  induration 
of  the  breast  were  much  reduced ; and  the 
pain  had  entirely  subsided. 

Sept.  21.  The  sinus  had  healed  up;  but 
the  gland  remained  as  large  as  a hen’s  egg, 
and  somewhat  indurated.  The  woman  stated 
that  this  was  the  condition  it  had  long  been  in, 
and  as  her  health  and  strength  were  quite  re- 
stored, she  seemed  very  careless  about  coiit- 
tinuing  her  attendance.  On  the  28th,  how- 
ever, she  came  again  to  the  Dispensary,  and 
showed  me  a tumour,  about  the  size  of  a 
large  Spanish  olive,  situated  under  the  inte- 
guments, on  the  sternal  side  of  the  breast, 
which  was  hard,  and  painful  to  the  touch, 
and  unconnected  with  the  mammary  gland. 
The  old  sinus  had  again  opened,  and  was  dis- 
charging pus. 

The  tumour  continued  to  enlarge,  accom- 
panied with  febrile  indisposition,  with  sur- 
rounding oedema,  and  extensive  redness  of 
the  skin  covering  it.  An  abscess,  as  large  as 
a duck’s  egg,  was  formed,  which  burst  on  the 
9th  of  October,  by  an  opening  as  large  as  a 
half-crown,  full  of  sloughing  integuments. 
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and  gave  vent  to  a considerable  quantity  of 
well-formed  pus.  On  the  12th,  all  the  slough 
had  exfoliated  ; and  the  ulcer  having  a clean 
appearance  was  dressed  with  lint,  and  stripes 
of  plaster,  in  the  same  way  as  before.  Very 
little  induration  remained  after  the  rupture 
of  the  abscess,  and  was  soon  dispersed  ; but  a 
spongy  exuberant  fungus  sprung  up  from  the 
surface  of  the  ulcer,  which  was  very  trouble- 
some, and  required  the  repeated  application 
of  lunar  caustic  to  keep  it  within  due  bounds  ; 
and  it  was  not  till  the  2d  of  November,  that 
the  ulcer  and  sinus  were  completely  healed. 
At  this  time  there  was  no  thickening  or  in- 
dui*cdion  whatever  remaining ; and  the  breast 
had,  in  all  respects,  its  natural  form  and 
appearance,  with  the  exception  of  the  loss 
of  the  nipple. 


f 

Tlie  following,  although  not  exactly  a 
case  of  Milk  Abscess,  may  be  inserted  in  this 
place,  inasmuch  as  it  occurred  in  the  breast 
of  a nui*sing  woman  ; and  may  be  considered 
interesting  to  the  young  practitioner,  as  an 
mstance  of  the  successful  efforts  which  na- 
ture, assisted  by  art,  is  sometimes  capable 
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of  exerting  in  restoring  parts  to  a healthy 
state,  even  after  extensive  and  alarming  mis- 
chief has,  apparently,  rendered  such  a ter- 
mination improbable  or  hopeless. 

CASE 

< OP  A LARGE  AND  ALARMING  ABSCESS  IN  THE 
BREAST,  WHICH  WAS  ABSORBED. 

Bidgood,  thirty-nine  years  of  age, 

the  mother  of  eleven  children,  and  having  the 
"youngest,  ten  months  old,  at  her  breast,  was 
admitted  a patient  at  the  St.  George’s  and  St. 
James’s  Dispensary,  March  26,  1819,  for  a 
complaint  in  the  left  breast. 

She  stated  that,  between  five  and  six 
months  before,  she  had  accidentally  received 
a severe  blow  on  the  upper  part  of  that  breast, 
from  her  son’s  elbow,  the  pain  of  which,  at 
the  time,  was  so  severe  as  nearly  to  occasion 
fainting.  In  about  two  months  afterwards,  " 
she  observed  a fulness,  and  rising”  as  she 
termed  it,  in  that  part  which  received  the 
blow,  accompanied  with  diffused  hardness, 
and  a good  deal  of  pricking,  shooting  pain  in 
ithe  direction  of  the  axilla  and  clavicle.  The 
{motions  of  the  left  arm  were  executed  with 
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more  difficulty  than  usual,  and  occasioned  in- 
creased pain  in  the  affected  parts.  As  the 
tumour  augmented  in  size,  her  respiration 
became  short  and  oppressed,  and  had,  lat- 
terly, been  attended  with  a dry  tickling 
cough,  which  greatly  aggravated  her  pain,  and 
disturbed  her  rest  at  night.  During  the  last 
fortnight,  the  increase  of  the  tumour  and  of 
the  pain,  had  been  more  rapid,  and  she  had 
experienced  repeated  rigors. 

At  the  time  of  her  admission,  the  upper 
part  of  the  breast  was  occupied  by  a tiuhour 
us  large  as  a full-sized  orange,  firmly  attach- 
ed to  the  parts  beneath,  hard,  very  painful 
and  diffused,  its  edges-  being  indistinct  and 
undefined ; the  integuments  covering  it,  for  a 
considerable  extent,  were  of  a pale  red  co- 
lour, and  in  the  centre  a considerable  fluctu-  ^ 
atioii  of  fluid  could  be  distinguished.  The 
lower  part  of  the  tumour  was  firmly  con- 
nected to  the  upper  part  of  the  mammary 
gland,  which  was  enlarged  to  the  size  of  a 
hen’s  egg,  hard,  and  pmnful ; but  perfectly 
free  and  moveable,  except  where  attached  to 
the  tumour.  The  secretion  of  milk  in  this 
breast  had  ceased  for  about'  a week.  In  the 
axilla  was  an  enlarged  absorbent  gland,  as 
big  as  a large  Spanish  olive.  She  complain- 
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ed  of  lancinating  pain  'in  all  the  affected 
parts,  in  the  axilla,  and  towards  the  clavicle, 
greatly  increased  by  a constant  teasing  cough, 
and  by  exanimation.  She  had  a white 
tongue,  quick,  febrile  pulse,  was  consider- 
ably emaciated,  and  had  a sallow,  wan,  un- 
healthy countenance. 

The  history  of  the  rise  and  progress  of 
the  complaint,  the  appearance  of  the  tumour, 
the  symptoms  which  accompanied  it,  together 
with  the  unhealthy  countenance  of  the  poor 
woman,  gave  me  by  no  means  a favourable 
opinion  of  the  nature  of  her  disease,  and 
made  me  very  apprehensive  for  the  result. 

I desired  that  the  child  might  be  weaned. 

She  was  directed  to  foment  the  parts  with 
decoction  of  poppies,  twice  a day,  and  after- 
wards cover  them  with  a large  linseed  meal 
poultice.  She  took  ten  grains  of  Pulv.  Ipecac. 
Co.  every  niglit  at  bedtime  ; and  every  morn- 
ing a dose  of  Epsom  Salts  in  Infus.  Rosse. 

During  the  first  six  or  eight  days,  there 
was  no  diminution  in  the  pain,  and  every 
thing  threatened  the  speedy  rupture  of  the 
abscess. 

April  5.  The  surrounding  induration  had 
so  much  subsided  as  to  allow  of  the  mam- 
mary gland  being  more  distinctly  examined. 
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Although  attached  to  the  tumour,  it  did  not 
appear  to  be  diseased.  There  was  less  pain 
about  the  clavicle  and  axilla,  and  the  gland 
in  the  axilla  was  smaller.  The  skip  over  the 
abscess  was  become  very  thin,  and  pus  could 
be  seen  shining  through  it,  of  k white  co- 
lour, for  the  space  of  a three  shilling  piece. 

April  9.  The  skin  over  the  abscess  did 
not  seem  disposed  to  rupture.  The  indura- 
tion continued  to  diminish,  and  the  gland  in 
the  axilla  to  subside.  She  complained  much 
less  of  the  pain  about  the  clavicle,  and  was 
recovering  a more  perfect  use  of  the  left  arm. 

She  was  now  desired  to  rub  half  a drachm 
of  the  Mercurial  Ointment  udth  Camphor, 
over  the  tumour  once  a day,  and  cover  it 
with  a linseed  poultice. 

Under  this  treatment  the  subsidence  of 
the  tumefaction,  and  the  absorption  of  the 
contained  fluid,  went  on  very  rapidly.  The 
cough  and  tightness  of  the  chest  were  greatly 
relieved;  she  picked  up  flesh,  and  her  coun- 
tenance lost  its  sallow  hue. 

April  27.  The  tumour  was  reduced  to  the 
size  of  a large  walnut.  It  was  now  become 
perfectly  moveable,  nearly  free  from  pain  ; 
and  the  fluctuation  of  matter  could  no  longer 
be  distinguished.. 
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May  11.  Scarcely  any  thickening  or  ful- 
ness could  be  perceived  where  the  tumour  had 
existed ; but  she  had,  now  and  then,  a slight 
aching  pain  in  the  part,  and  the  skin  over  it 
had  still  a very  pale  rose  colour ; and  when 
the  point  of  the  finger  was  placed  on  it,  a 
small  hollow,  or  depression,  could  be  distin- 
guished. Otherwise  the  whole  of  the  breast 
had  re-assumed  its  natural  feel  and  appear- 
ance; and  her  general  health  was  perfectly 
restored.  After  this  she  ceased  to  attend  at 
the  Dispensary. 
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CASE  OF  ULCER  ON  THE  ALA  NASI,  OF  THREE 
years’  DURATION,  SUCCESSFULLY  TREATED. 

Ulcers,  very  closely  resembling  Lupus,  and 
Noli  me  tangere,  are  not  unfrequently  met 
with  on  the  face,  which  baffle  the  skill,  and 
resist  the  treatment,  of  the  most  intelligent 
surgeons  for  a great  length  of  time.  These 
ulcers  generally  occupy  the  upper  lip,  the 
cheek,  or  the  Ala  Nasi.  They  arise,  I believe, 
most  frequently  from  an  angry  pimple,  or 
pustule  (and  not  as  in  Lupus,  or  Noli  me 
tangere,  from  a tubercle  in  the  skin),  which 
goes  rapidly  into  ulceration.  The  ulcer, 
which  is  thus  formed,  is  superficial,  often  ir- 
regular in  its  shape,  has  thin  edges,  a smooth 
glassy  surface,  is  painful,  hot,  and  irritable, 
and  extends  itself,  sometimes  on  one  side,' 
sometimes  on  another,  by  a slow  corroding 
ulceration.  When  it  heals,  the  loss  of  sub- 
stance is  not  restored,  and  the  new  cuticle, 
forming  the  cicatrix,  remains  thin,  red,  ten- 
der, and  shining,  for  a considerable  length  of 
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time  afterwards.  It  takes  place,  now  and 
then,  as  in  the  case  I am  about  to  relate,  in 
scrofulous  subjects  ; and,  also,  in  persons  la- 
bouring under  a disordered  state  of  the  func- 
tions of  the  stomach  and  bowels ; but  it  is 
not  always  easy  to  trace  its  origin  to  a definite 
cause.  It  appears  to  be  a modification  of 
Lupus ; but  is  much  milder  in  its  cha- 
racters, neither  spreading  so  widely  nor  so 
deeply  as  that  disease  is  apt  to  do ; and  yields 
more  readily  to  a patient  and  well-conducted 
mode  of  treatment. 

Sarah  Chambers,  eighteen  years  of  age, 
having  blue  eyes,  a thick  upper  lip,  and  a fair 
and  ruddy  complexion,  and  with  the  cica- 
trices of  several  glandular  ulcerations  in  the 
neck,  came  under  my  care  at  the  St.  George’s 
and  St.  James’s  Dispensary,  March  22,  1819. 

She  stated,  that,  about  three  years  before 
that  time,  an  angry  pimple,  or  pustule,  form- 
ed on  the  left  Ala  Nasi,  which,  in  a few  days, 
spread  into  a painful,  irritable,  superficial 
ulcer.  It  had  never  exceeded  the  size  of  a 
shilling ; and  she  had  never  been  able  to  get 
it  healed,  although  it  had  sometimes  shown 
a disposition  to  skin  over,  and  she  had  been 
under  the  care  of  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished surgeons  at  the  west  end  of  the  town. 
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During  the  preceding  summer,  she  had  been 
sent  to  Margate  for  the  benefit  of  sea  bath- 
ing ; but  the  ulcer  got  no  better ; and  while 
there,  she  became  affected  with  ulceration  in 
the  throat  and  painful  and  difiicult  deglu- 
tition, which  still  continued,  sometimes  bet- 
ter, and  sometimes  worse. 

Her  general  health  did  not  appear  to  be 
materially  impaired ; but  she  had  lost  flesh ; 
had  a muddy  complexion ; sluggish,  irre- 
gular bowels,  going  often  two  days  without 
an  evacuation ; and  her  catamenia  were  not 
always  regular. 

About  a month  or  five  weeks  ago,  her 
mistress  had  made  her  an  issue  in  the  arm ; 
and  since  that  had  begun  to  discharge,  she 
thought  the  ulcer  on  the  nose  had  assumed  a 
more  favourable  aspect. 

At  the  time  of  her  admission,  there  was 
an  ulcer  on  the  left  Ala  Nasi,  rather  larger 
than  a sixpence,  nearly  circular  in  its  shape, 
its  surface  slightly  elevated  above  the  sur- 
rounding integuments,  and  covered  with 
large,  smooth,  shining  granulations,  and  its 
edges  bordered  with  thin  red  cuticle.  It  was 
at  that  time,  neither  hot,  nor  very  painful ; 
but  it  had  destroyed  a considerable  portion  of 
the  side,  and  under  edge  of  the  Ala  Nasi. 
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The  tonsils  were  enlarged  and  prominent, 
and  on  the  surface  of  the  left  one,  at  its 
upper  part,  was  an  ulcer  as  large  as  a silver 
fourpence,  covered  with  a thick  white  slough. 
There  was  no  surrounding  discolouration  of 
the  mucous  membrane;  but  her  voice  » was 
slightly  impaired,  and  she  had  pain  and  diffi- 
culty in  swallowing.  She  had  a furred 
tongue;  and  a full,  hard  abdomen. 

She  was  desired  to  keep  the  issue  open ; 
to  apply  some  soap  cerate  to  the  ulcer  on  the 
nose,  and  to  use  a gargle  for  the  throat,  con- 
sisting of  Infusion  of  Roses  and  Tincture  of 
Myrrh.  She  had  also  some  pills  of  Rhubarb 
and  the  blue  pill  to  regulate  the  bowels  ; and 
she  took  a pint,  daily,  of  the  Decoctum  Ulmi 
Compositum. 

April  6.  The  ulcer  on  the  tonsil  was  quite 
healed.  There  was  more  hot,  smarting  pain 
in  the  ulcer  on  the  Ala  Nasi  than  usual,  and 
it  showed  no  disposition  to  heal. 

The  discharge  from  the  issue  had  greatly 
diminished  of  late ; and  it  was  therefore  di 
rected  to  be  dressed  with  Ceratum  Sabi  nee. 

April  26.  A considerable  degree  of  swell 
ing  and  inflammation  of  the  Ala  Nasi,  and 
side  of  the  nose,  had  taken  place ; the 
ulcer  had  spread  round  the  edge  of  the  Ala 
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Nasi,  a little  way  within  the  nostril ; had  an 
angry  look,  and  gave  her  a good  deal  of  hot, 
pungent,  smarting  pain.  The  throat  re- 
mained well;  the  bowels  were  regular,  and 
she  had  a clean  tongue. 

She  was  now  directed  to  take  a pill,  con- 
taining one  eighth  of  a grain  of  Oxymuriate 
of  Mercury,  night  and  morning ; and  to 
apply  lint  wetted  with  the  following  lotion, 
to  the  sore  two  or  three  times  a day : 

Ext.  Conli, 

Ext.  Opii,  aa  gr.  x. 

Zinci  Sulphatis  gr.  v. 

Aquas  Fontanae  ^ij* 

She  bore  the  pills  very  well,  and  had  two 
natural  stools  a day. 

April  30.  She  thought  the  ulcer  less  irri- 
table. 

May  14.  The  pills  continued  to  agree 
very  well;  the  ulcer  had  a less  angry  appear- 
ance, there  was  less  surrounding  tumefaction, 
and  that  part  of  the  ulcer  within  the  nostril 
was  healed.  It  was  now  dressed  with  lint 
wetted  with  a solution  of  Calomel  and  lime 
water,  and  afterwards  covered  with  a pledget 
of  soap  cerate. 

June  3.  Her  gums  were  not  at  all  affected 
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by  the  pills,  and  her  bowels  were  quite  re- 
gular. The  tumefaction  of  the  Ala  Nasi  had 
subsided;  the  ulcer  was  clean  and  not  so 
painful,  but  did  not  seem  disposed  to  heal. 

From  this  time  I did  not  see  her  again  till 
July  11  ; she  then  told  me,  that  she  had  con- 
tinued to  take  the  pills  with  great  regularity, 
and  that  they  had  not  disagreed  with  her  in 
any  way.  She  had  greatly  improved  in  ap- 
pearance and  strength,  and  her  complexion 
was  more  clear  and  healthy.  The  ulcer  on 
the  Ala  Nasi  was  nearly  cicatrized,  except 
for  a small  spaee  in  the  centre,  which  was 
covered  with  a thin,  dry,  whitish  crust,  or 
scale.  It  was  free  from  pain ; there  was  no 
surrounding  tumefaction ; but  the  new  cuticle 
was  thin  and  delicate,  and  had  a red,  shining 
appearance. 

Within  the  last  fortnight,  a small  glan- 
dular swelling  had  taken  place  in  an  old 
cicatrix* just  above  the  inner  condyle  of  the 
right  arm,  the  consequence  of  an  abscess 
which  had  formed  there  two  years  before. 
The  tumour  was  not  larger  than  a horse- 
bean  ; but  was  inflamed  and  painful. 

Aug.  9.  The  ulcer  on  the  Ala  Nasi  was 
completely  skinned  over,  leaving  a slight  de- 
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pression  and  notch  in  the  side  of  the  nose, 
from  the  loss  of  substance  not  having  been 
repaired.  She  was  desired  to  take  one  pill  at 
night  only. 

Aug.  23.  The  cicatrix  continued  thin, 
red,  and  shining. 

A small  abscess  had  formed  in  the  arm, 
and  burst  by  a small  opening,  which  seemed 
disposed  to  heal.  She  said,  she  had  not  been 
in  the  enjoyment  of  such  good  health  for  a 
very  long  period. 

She  was  now  desired  to  leave  off  the  pills, 
having  taken  them  for  nearly  four  months. 
The  ulceration  on  the  arm  was  dressed  with 
soap  cerate ; and  she  was  ordered  to  rub 
a little  diluted  citrine  ointment  on  the  cica- 
trix of  the  nose  twice  a day. 

After  this  I did  not  see  her  again  until 
December  3.  At  that  time  the  cicatrix  of 
the  ulcer  on  the  Ala  Nasi  was  remaining 
perfectly  sound,  and  without  any  induration. 
The  loss  of  substance  was  not  restored ; but 
the  cuticle  covering  the  .cicatrix  had  nearly 
assumed  the  natural  colour  of  the  skin.  She 
had  no  pain  in  it ; but  it  was  very  sensible  to 
the  impression  of  cold  air,  from  which  she 
defended  it  by  wearing  a small  bit  of  linen 
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rag  upon  it.  The  little  abscess  in  the  arm 
had  healed,  she  said,  very  soon  after  I last 
saw  her,  and  continued  well.  She  was,  now, 
in  perfectly  good  health,  and  had  no  sore 
about  her  but  the  issue,  which  I advised  her 
not  to  heal  up. 
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CASE  OF  ULCER  ON  THE  TONGUE,  OF  A PARTI- 
CULAR CHARACTER  AND  APPEARANCE,  SUC- 
CESSFULLY TREATED. 

1 HE  ulcer,  whose  character  and  symptoms 
are  detailed  in  the  following-  case,  is  one  that 
is  occasionally,  but,  I believe,  not  very  fre- 
quently met  with.  It  is  situated  in  the  middle 
and  towards  the  postenor  part  of  the  tongue^ 
In  the  cases  in  which  it  has  occurred  under 
my  observation,  it  has  commenced  in  the 
form  of  a pimple,  which  soon  became  a deep, 
irregular,  fissured  ulceration,  having  its 
edges  hard  and  elevated,  and  surrounded  for 
the  space  of  half  an  inch,  or  more,  by  a con- 
siderable induration  of  the  substance  of  the 
tongue : the  mucous  membrane,  for  the  same 
space,  having  a peculiar  smooth  shining  ap- 
pearance, with  here  and  there  a small  slightly 
elevated  papilla.  It  takes  place  in  constitu- 
tions labouring  under  a certain  degree  of  de- 
rangement, and  appears  to  yield  more  rea- 
dily to  preparations  of  Mercury  than  to  any 
other  remedv.  When  the  ulcer  heals,  the  loss 
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of  substance  is  not  restored,  and  a hardened 
depression  remains.  In  a gentleman,'  who 
had  an  ulcer  of  this  kind  on  his  tongue  in 
the  early  part  of  1807,  the  depression  has 
never  been  filled  up.  In  this  case,  the  pimple 
which  produced  the  ulcer,  took  place  about  a 
month  or  five  weeks  after  the  termination  of 
a course  of  mercurial  inunction,  for  a sore  on 
the  penis,  and  was  accompanied  by  scaly 
eruptions  on  the  skin.  This  case  yielded  to 
the  red  oxyde  of  Mercury;  but  I do  not 
believe,  that  it  was  of  a venereal  origin, 
although,  at  the  time,  I was  much  dis- 
posed to  consider  it  in  that  light. 

Thomas  Williams,  forty  years  of  age, 
came  under  my  care  at  the  St.  George’s  and 
St.  James’s  Dispensary,  Nov.  2o,  1817,  on 
account  of  an  ulcer  situated  towards  the  pos- 
terior part  of  the  middle  line  of  the  tongue. 
It  was  of  an  irregular  shape,  deep,  and  fis- 
sured. Its  surface  was  covered  with  a whit- 
ish-coloured, thick,  adhesive  matter ; the 
edges  were  elevated,  hard,  and  irregular ; 
and  it  was  surrounded,  for  the  space  of  half 
an  inch,  by  a circumscribed  induration  of 
the  substance  of  the  tongue,  the  limits  of 
which  were  distinctly  marked  by  a smooth, 
shining,  red  appearance  of  the  mucous  mem- 
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brane  covering  it.  It  was  slightly  sore  du- 
ring the  day,  and  excited  some  degree  of  tick- 
ling and  uneasiness,  by  its  elevated  edges 
coming  now  and  then  in  contact  with  the 
roof  of  the  mouth.  Towards  night  it  became 
dry  and  painful.  His  voice  was  somewhat 
impaired,  and  hoarse ; and  he  complained  of 
slight  pain  and  huskiness  in  the  throat ; but 
there  was  no  ulcer  or  inflammation  to  be  ob- 
served there.  He  had  some  degree  of  cough, 
and  spat  up  thick,  yellow  mucus,  in  con- 
siderable quantity.  His  bowels  were  slug- 
gisli  and  confined ; and  he  looked  much  out 
of  health. 

He  stated,  that  he  had  been  suffering  for 
some  years  from  occasional  attacks  of  Hae- 
moptysis, and  complaints  in  the  chest ; from 
one  of  which  he  had  just  recovered,  under  the 
care  and  management  of  my  colleague  and 
friend  Dr.  Cloves  ; that  his  present  ailment 
had  originated  about  a fortnight  or  three 
weeks  before,  in  the  form  of  a pimple,  which 
soon  went  into  ulceration ; that  he  was  a 
married  man,  with  several  children  ; and  that 
it  was  full  ten  or  twelve  years  since  he  had 
had  any  venereal  complaint  whatever. 

He  was  desired  to  take  a pint  of  the 
Compound  Decoction  of  Sarsaparilla,  daily  ; 
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to  keep  the  bowels  regular,  by  means  of  pills, 
consisting  each  of  three  grains  of  the  Pilul. 
Hydrargyri,  and  three  of  'Ext.  Colocynth. 
Co.  and  to  touch  the  ulcer  twice  or  three 
times  a day,  with  the  Linimentum  .^ruginis. 
This  application  occasioned  a good  deal  of 
pain  in  the  ulcer,  shooting  into  the  throat, 
and  behind  the  ears. 

At  the  end  of  ten  days  a part  of  the 
slough  had  separated  from  the  posterior  part 
of  the  ulcer ; but  anteriorly  the  sore  appear- 
ed disposed  to  spread.  He  had  one  stool  a 
day,  and  his  health  and  spirits  were  improv- 
ing, The  ulcer  was  now  touched  once  a day, 
with  a lotion,  containing  two  grains  of  the 
Nitrate  of  Silver,  in  an  ounce  of  water,  in- 
stead of  the  Linimentum  ^Eruginis.  Towards 
the  end  of  December,  the  remainder  of  the 
slough  had  separated ; but  the  ulcer  con- 
tinued deep  and  fissured,  and  exhibited  no 
disposition  to  granulate.  The  decoction  of 
Sarsaparilla  was,  therefore,  left  off,  and  he 
was  put  on  a course  of  the  Liquor  Arse- 
nicalis.  This  medicine,  however,  excited 
pain  and  sickness  at  the  stomach,  faintness, 
cold  clammy  sweats,  and  tremors  of  the  hands, 
without  producing  any  beneficial  effect  upon 
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the  ulcer,  and  at  the  end  of  a fortnight  it  was 
necessary  to  leave  it  off. 

I now  (Jan.  8)  directed  him  to  take  a 
pill  night  and  morning,  containing  one  eighth 
of  a grain  of  the  Oxymuriate  of  Mercuiy, 
and  to  continue  the  caustic  solution  to  the 
sore.  In  a few  days  the  surrounding  indura- 
tion began  to  disperse ; he  had  less  pain  in 
the  ulcer,  and  it  put  on  a more  favourable  ap- 
pearance ; but  did  not  granulate.  When 
he  had  taken  the  pills  about  fourteen  days, 
his  mouth  and  gums  became  affected ; he 
had  an  increased  flow  of  saliva,  and  com- 
plained of  shortness  of  breath  and  cough. 
On  this  account  the  pills  were  omitted  for  a 
few  days,  till  these  symptoms  went  off,  when 
they  were  resumed,  but  at  bedtime  only. 
Towards  the  end  of  January  new  cuticle 
began  to  descend  the  sides  of  the  ulcer ; and 
on  the  3d  of  February  its  surface  was  entirely 
skinned  over,  the  surrounding  induration  was 
nearly  gone,  and  he  was  free  from  pain. 
Nevertheless,  a deep  indurated  hollow  re- 
mained where  the  ulcer  had  been ; and  his 
voice  did  not  perfectly  recover  its  natural 
tone  and  power. 

Feb.  19.  He  was  discharged:  his  health 
and  flesh  being  very  considerably  improved, 
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and  all  surrounding  hardness  having  entirely 
disappeared. 

Eight  months  afterwards,  I saw  this  man, 
and  found  that  there  was  no  disposition  in 
the  hollow  that  remained,  to  fill  up ; and  there 
was  still  considerable  induration  in  the  cica- 
trix. The  plate  which  accompanies  this  his- 
tory, is  taken  from  a drawing  made  by  Dr. 
Cloves,  and  gives  more  accurately  than 
words  can  do,  the  appearance  and  character 
of  the  ulcer  I have  endeavoured  to  deseribe. 
The  drawing  was  made  on  the  7th  of  Ja- 
nuary, immediately  before  he  commenced  the 
use  of  the  Oxymuriate  of  Mercury. 
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CASES 

illustrating  the  beneficial  effects 

or 

ELM  BARK, 

AS  A CHEAP  SUBSTITUTE  FOR 

SARSAPARILLA. 


Xhe  high  and  increasing  reputation  which 
Sarsaparilla  has  obtained  in  this  country, 
within  the  last  forty  or  fifty  years,  as  a very 
valuable  and  powerful  alterative  and  tonic 
medicine  in  a variety  of  cachectic  disorders, 
has  been  followed  by  a correspondent  rise 
in  its  market  price,  so  as  to  render  it  very 
nearly,  if  not  altogether  inaccessible  to  the 
limited  income  of  a Charity,  so  lately  esta- 
blished as  the  St.  George’s  and  St.  James’s 
Dispensary,  and  whose  funds  have,  hitherto, 
been  barely  sufficient  to  cover  its  unavoidable 
and  very  economically  conducted  expendi- 
ture. 
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Having,  for  a number  of  years,  been  in 
the  habit  of  placing  great  reliance  on  the 
agency  of  this  vegetable  production,  and  hav- 
ing had  abundant  opportunities  of  witnessing 
its  beneficial  effects  in  a great  variety  of 
cases,  in  which  I havsi  prescribed  it ; I could 
not  contemplate  the  necessity  of  relinquish- 
ing its  use,  as  a common  remedy,  in  my 
Dispensary  practice,  without  regret ; more 
especially  as  a very  numerous  class  of  the 
patients  who  apply  to  that  Charity  for  relief, 
are  precisely  those,  whose  complaints  would 
be  most  likely  to  derive  benefit  from  a well- 
conducted  course  of  that  medicine.  It  was, 
however,  evident,  that  to  persist  in  the  li- 
beral exhibition  of  so  expensive  an  article 
of  the  Materia  Medica,  as  Sarsaparilla, 
would  be  to  intrench  upon,  and  consume,  the 
resources  of  the  Charity  so  materially,  as  con-' 
siderably  to  circumscribe  the  number  of  pa- 
tients, who  might,  otherwise,  receive  assist- 
ance at  the  charge  of  the  Institution.  It 
therefore  became  an  object  of  some  import- 
ance, in  abandoning  the  use  of  this  favourite 
drug,  to  seek  some  other  production  of  the 
vegetable  kingdom,  whose  price  would  be 
less  exorbitant,  and  which  might  serve  in 
some  measure  the  same  purposes.  It  was 
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not,  indeed,  to  l)e  expected  that  a substitute 
would  very  easily  be  discovered,  indued  with 
all  the  powers  and  virtues  of  Sarsaparilla, 
and  capable  of  alleviating  and  removing  the 
class  of  diseases  for  which  it  is  administered, 
with,  equal  certainty  and  success ; neverthe- 
less, I was  fortunate  enough  to  hit  upon  a 
-medicine,  which,  although  it  has  by  no  means 
. sufficient  pretensions  to  be  ranked  as  the 
rival  of  Sarsaparilla,  is  yet  possessed  of  more 
medicinal  virtues  than  have  generally  been 
attributed  to  it;  and,  prepared  and  adminis- 
tered in  the  manner  I am  about  to  describe, 
has  more  than  fulfilled  any  expectations  that 
I could  have  previously  entertained  in  its 
favour. 

The  good  effects  of  Elm  Bark,  when  ex- 
hibited for  the  cure  of  several  kinds  of  cuta- 
neous diseases,  have  been  much  extolled  by 
some  writers.  The  late  Dr.  Lettsom  is  said  to 
have  recommended  it  v^armly  with  this  view: 
and,  in  the  second  volume  of  the  Medical 
Transactions,  Dr.  Daniel  Lysons  has  pub- 
lished a number  of  cases  of  affections  of  the 
skin,  wherein  its  administration  appears  to 
have  been  attended  with  very  decided  ad- 
vantage ; he  also  states,  that  he  had  wit- 
nessed similar  good  ^effects  from  it  at  St. 
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Thomas’s  Hospital,  while  he  was  attending- 
there  as  a pupil ; and  it  was  in  consequence 
of  such  observation  that  he  had  been  per- 
suaded to  introduce  it  into  practice  at  the 
Gloucester  Infirmary.  That  it  is  a medicine 
not  altogether  destitute  of  merit,  may  be  in- 
ferred from  its  being  allowed  to  find  a place 
in  the  London  Pharmacopoeia ; but  I appre- 
hend that  it  has  of  late  years  met  with  few 
advocates,  and  little  encouragement ; and 
that  the  generality  of  practitioners  of  the  pre  - 
sent  day  would  be  disposed  to  place  no  great 
confidence  in  its  agency.  I was  induced, 
however,  to  give  it  a trial  at  the  St.  George’s 
and  St.  James’s  Dispensaiy,  and  the  unex- 
pected result  of  some  of  the  first  cases  in 
which  it  was  exhibited,  encouraged  me  not 
only  to  persevere  in  its  use,  but  to  extend  its 
administration  to  a considerable  number  of 
different  diseases,  of  some  of  which  I propose 
to  subjoin  the  histories. 

The  form  in  which  the  Elm  Bark  is  pre- 
pared at  the  St.  George’s  and  St.  James’s  Dis- 
pensary is  as  follows,  viz. 
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DECOCTUM  ULMI  COMPOSITUM. 

B.  Decocti  Ulmi  (P.  L.)  ferventis  oc.  vilj ; 
Sassafras  lladicis  Concisae, 

Guaiaci  Ligni  Rasi,  sing,  ; 

Mezer.  Rad.  Corticis  5iij  ; 

Glycyrrhizae  Rad,  Contusae  ^ 

Decoque  per  horam,  sepone,  et  cola. 

This  decoction,  when  properly  prepared, 
and  strained  off,  is  of  a clear  brown  colour, 
not  unpleasant  in  its  taste,  and  contains  a 
considerable  proportion  of  amylacious  and 
mucilaginous  matter.  Administered  in  the 
quantity  of  a pint  a day,  it  appears  to  in- 
crease the  insensible  perspiration,  to  restore 
the  appetite,  improve  the  tone  and  powers  of 
the  digestive  organs,  to  strengthen  and  invi- 
gorate the  general  system,  and  to  cheer  and 
compose  the  animal  spirits.  Like  the  decoc- 
tions of  the  woods  in  general,  its  action  may 
be  said  to  be  alterative  and  tonic ; and  its 
use  may  be  persisted  in  for  a considerable 
length  of  time,  without  overloading  and  op- 
pressing the  stomach,  or  producing  any  other 
unpleasant  symptom.  Its  action  upon  the 
bowels  has,  in  general,  a tendency  to  pro- 
duce constipation  rather  than  otherwise. 

I have  administered  the  Decoctum  Ulmi 
Compositum,  with  much  advantage,  in  a con- 
siderable number  of  cases,  both  alone,  and  in 
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combination  with  such  other  medicines  as 
are  commonly  conjoined  with  Sarsaparilla, 
under  similar  circumstances ; viz.  Antimo- 
nials ; the  Liquor  Potassse ; the  Liquor  Ar- 
senicalis ; the  Oxyinnriate  of  Mercury ; the 
mineral  acids,  5cc.  The  complaints  in  which 
I have  found  it  most  serviceable,  have  been 
those  which  very  frequently  follow  venereal 
ulcers  on  the  genitals,  when  mercury  has 
been  irregularly,  improperly,  or  insufficiently 
exhibited ; nodes,  and  painful  tumefactions 
of  the  periosteum,  and  of  the  ligaments ; 
ozoena ; various  diseases  of  the  skin  ; foul, 
imtractable,  and  spreading  idcers  following 
buboes  in  the  groin  ; scrofulous  ulcers  and 
abscesses ; chronic  rheumatism  ; certain  mor- 
bid enlargements  and  indurations  of  the  tes- 
ticle, &c. 

Like  the  decoctions  of  Sarsaparilla,  the 
Lisbon  Diet-drink,  and  other  preparations 
of  a similar  nature  and  tendency,  the  Elm 
Bark  is  not  uniformly  successful  in  effecting 
a cure  of  the  complaints  for  which  it  is  ad- 
ministered ; nor  do  I mean  to  affirm,  that  it 
is,  by  any  means,  either  so  quick  or  so  cer- 
tain in  its  effects,  in  those  cases,  wherein  it  is 
found  to  be  of  advantage,  as  Sarsaparilla. 
I can,  however,  confidently  assure  the  reader, 
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that  it  will  be  found  well  worthy  of  the  atten- 
tion of  all  public  charities  and  institutions, 
possessed  of  limited  funds,  as  a cheap,  and 
not  inefficient  substitute  for  that  medicine 
Before  I enter  upon  a detail  of  the  cases 
in  which  I have  employed  the  Decoctum 
Ulmi  Composituin,  I must  beg  leave  to  im- 
press upon  the  mind  of  the  reader,  the  very 
little  control  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 

* The  price  at  which  good  Sarsaparilla  is  sold  to  the 
consumer,  is  upon  the  average,  Is.  6d.  a pound : and  a 
pound  of  it  is  sufficient  to  make  nearly  seven  pints  of  the 
decoction.  The  quantity  of  either  the  compound  or 
simple  decoction  of  this  medicine,  which  a patient  is 
directed  to  take  during  the  day,  is,  generally,  a pint.  In 
my  Dispensary  practice  I have,  upon  a moderate  com- 
putation, seldom  less  than  ten  patients  under  treatment, 
at  the  same  time,  for  complaints,  for  the  cure  of  which. 
Sarsaparilla  might  be  considered  as  the  most  appropriate 
remedy ; and  if  that  article  were  made  use  of  at  the 
price  quoted,  the  daily  expense  for  ten  patients,  at  a pint 
for  each  individual,  would  be  rather  more  than  half  a 
guinea.  The  price  of  a pound  of  the  Elm  Bark  is  about 
Is.  ; and  that  quantity  makes,  also,  seven  pints  of  the 
decoction  in  use  at  the  St.  George’s  and  St.  James’s 
Dispensary ; so  that,  while  for  ten  patients  the  daily  ex- 
pense of  Sarsaparilla  would  be  half  a guinea,  that  of  Elm 
Bark  for  the  same  number  is  only  about  2s.  The  rest 
of  the  ingredients  being  nearly  the  same  in  both  decoc- 
tions, there  will,  of  course,  be  no  difference  in  the  ex- 
pense as  far  as  they  are  concerned. 
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surgeon  to  exercise  over  the  conduct,  and 
diet,  and  regimen  of  that  class  of  the  com- 
munity who  commonly  become  the  patients 
of  a public  Dispensary ; and  what  difficulties, 
the  irregularities  which  they  are  guilty  of, 
too  frequently  oppose  to  the  success  of  the 
best  concerted  plan  of  treatment,  and  how 
much  they  serve  to  protract  the  cure  of  the 
complaint. 

I would  also  add,  that  in  the  medical  as 
well  as  surgical  practice  of  the  St.  George’s 
and  St.  James’s  Dispensary,  the  Elm  Bark 
has  been  found,  as  it  has  been  before  at  other 
institutions  of  a like  description,  a very  good 
substitute  for  Cinchona,  and  is  administered 
in  all  ordinary  cases,  instead  of  that  more  ex- 
pensive medicine,  with  very  considerable  suc- 
cess. 

CASE  I. 

NODE  ON  THE  TIBIA. 

Sarah  Shephard,  forty-four  years  of  age, 
was  admitted  a patient  at  the  St.  George’s 
and  St.  James’s  Dispensary,  under  my  care. 
May  7,  1818,  having  an  inflamed  and  very 
painful  node  on  the  lower  extremity  of  the 
Tibia,  surrounded  by  a considerable  degree 
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of  oedematous  tumefaction,  of  tliree  or  four 
months*  standing. 

She  stated,  that,  about  four  years  ago,  she 
contracted  a gonorrhoea,  attended  with  ardor 
nrinse,  which  got  well  in  about  a fortnight  or 
three  weeks,  without  the  aid  of  medicine.  In 
about  fourteen  or  fifteen  weeks  afterwards,  an 
abscess  formed  over  the  middle  of  the  left 
Fibula,  which  got  well  in  the  course  of  two 
months.  At  the  expiration  of  three  months 
from  that  time,  she  was  attacked  with  ulcer- 
ation in  the  throat,  and  pains  in  her  limbs. 
These  symptoms  were  pronounced  to  be  vene- 
real, and  she  was  put  on  a course  of  mercu- 
rial pills,  of  which,  she  said,  she  took  nearly 
as  many  as  would  have  filled  a pint  bottle ; 
and  a£  the  end  of  three  dr  four  months  the 
throat  got  well,  and  the  pains  left  hS\  Since 
that  period  she  had  remained  quite  well  till 
the  accession  of  her  present  complaint. 

Besides  the  node  on  the  shin,  she  com- 
plained of  pains  in  her  limbs  resembling  rheu- 
matism, had  sluggish  confined  bowels,  and 
looked  much  out  of  health. 

She  was  directed  to  take  a pint,  daily,  of 
the  Decoctum  Ulmi  Compositum ; and  to 
keep  the  bowels  regular  by  means  of  small 
doses  of  Epsom  salts,  taken  early  in  the 
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morning.  And  she  was  ordered  to  rub  half  a 
drachm  of  the  Unguentuin  Hydrargyri  c. 
Camphora  upon  the  node  every  night,  and 
afterwards  cover  it  with  a linseed  meal  poul- 
tice. 

May  19.  The  dedematous  tumefaction,  in- 
flammation, and  pain  had  greatly  subsided, 
leaving  the  node  large  and  hard.  The  gums 
were  beginning  to  be  affected  by  the  oint- 
ment, and  it  was  therefore  left  off. 

June  4.  She  complained  of  increase  of 
pain  in  the  limbs,  especially  at  night.  For 
this  she  took  a drachm  of  the  Vinurn  Colchici 
for  several  nights,  but  it  neither  relieved  the 
pains,  nor  pro’duced  any  other  sensible  effect ; 
and  she  was  directed  fifteen  grains  of  Dover’s 
Powder  instead. 

June  13.  The  node  on  the  Tibia  was  con- 
siderably reduced  in  size;  and  the  pains  in 
the  limbs  were  much  relieved. 

July  4.  She  was  regaining  her  health  and 
strength.  The  node  on  the  Tibia  continued  to 
subside ; and  was  quite  free  from  pain.  After 
this  she  went  into  the  country,  from  whence 
she  returned  on  the  4th  of  August ; at  which 
time  she  appeared  to  be  in  perfect  health, 
and  very  little  remains  of  the  node  could  be 
distinguished. 
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CASE  II. 

ULCERATED  BUBO. 

John  Russell,  thirty  years  of  age,  was  ad- 
mitted a patient  at  the  St.  George’s  and  St. 
James’s,  Dispensaiy,  under  my  care,  June 
ilO,  1818,  for  a large  ulcerated  bubo  in  the 
left  groin.  He  said,  that  ten  weeks  ago  he 
contracted  an  ulcer  on  the  frsenum,  which 
appeared  the  morning  after  a suspicious  con- 
nexion. A practitioner,  to  whom  he  showed 
it,  pronounced  it  to  be  venereal,  and  gave 
him  some  mercurial  pills,  which  he  began  to 
take  the  same  night.  In  three  days  swelling 
took  place  in  the  groin.  He  was  then  direct- 
ed to  rub  in  mercurial  ointment,  as  well  as  to 
take  pills ; but  his  gums  were  not  affected, 
the  sore  on  the  frsenum  spread,  and  the  bubo 
suppurated,  and  was  opened  by  a lancet. 
At  the  end  of  five  weeks,  his  gums  having 
been  scarcely,  if  at  all,  affected,  and  his  com- 
plaints, both  ulcer  and  bubo,  continuing  to 
spread  and  get  worse,  he  quitted  his  medical 
adviser,  and  left  off  mercury.  In  eight  days 
afterwards,  the  sore  on  the  froenum  was  heal- 
ed; but  the  bubo  continued  very  irritable  and 
painful,  and  showed  no  disposition  to  heal. 
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At  the  time  of  his  admission,  there  was 
tlie  cicatrix  of  an  ulcer,  which  had  destroyed 
the  frienum,  having  a slight  depi*ession,  but 
without  any  preternatural  thickening  or 
hardness.  In  the  left  groin  was  an  open 
bubo,  as  large  as  a crown  piece,  with  jagged, 
irregular,  overhanging  edges,  which  were 
discoloured  of  a deep  purplish  red  colour. 
The  ulcer  was  very  deep,  and  the  bottom  of 
it  had' a smooth,  glassy,  indolent  surface.  It 
was  very  tender  and  painful,  so  as  to  disturb 
his  rest  at^night,  and  deprive  him  of  sleep. 

His  gums  did  not  appear  to  have  been  af- 
fected by  the  mercury,  but  he  was  consider- 
ably reduced  and  debilitated. 

The  diseased  edges  of  the  ulcei’ated  bubo 
were  destroyed  by  the  application  of  the 
Potassa  Fusa ; and  afterwards  covered  with 
a linseed  poultice.  He  took  a pint  of  the 
Decoct.  Uhni  Comp,  every  day ; and  at  bed- 
time ten  grains  of  Dover  s Powder. 

In  three  days  the  eschar  formed  by  the 
caustic,  separated  from  the  edges  of  the  ulcer, 
which  soon  put  on  a cleaner  and  more  healthy 
appearance.  It  was  at  first  dressed  with 
Bates’s  camphorated  wash,  and  afterwards 
with  the  Ung.  Hydrarg.  Nitrico-oxydi. 

By  the  1st  of  August  the  granulations 
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were  level  with  the  surrounding  integuments, 
the  ulcer  was  much  contracted  in  size,  and 
beginning  to  skin  over ; and  he  was  very 
much  improved  in  health  and  spirits.  He 
now,  however,  got  careless  of  himself,  and  ir- 
regular in  his  attendance,  and  the  granula- 
tions became  large  and  exuberant.  These 
were  with  difficulty  kept  down  by  means  of 
a solution  of  Lunar  Caustic,  and  adhesive 
straps  (for  he  continued  to  take  a great  deal 
of  walking  exercise,  and  to  live  hard),  and  by 
the  middle  of  September  he  was  discharged 
cured. 


CASE  III. 

OZCENA. 

John  Barker,  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
was  admitted  a patient  at  the  Dispensary, 
May  20,  1819.  ' 

At  the  time  of  his  admission,  the  whole 
upper  lip,  the  Ala  Nasi,  and  left  side  of  the 
nose,  and  the  cheek  in  its  neighbourhood, 
were  swollen  and  thickened,  and  the  skin 
covering  these  parts  was  red  and  discoloured. 
There  was  a copious  discharge  of  thin,  sa- 
nioiis  matter  from  the  nostrils,  but  chiefly 
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from  tlie  left ; and  from  this  one,  it  was  often 
mixed  with  lumps  of  inspissated  mucus,  and 
occasionally,  with  blood.  He  suffered  little 
or  no  pain  in  the  nose,  or  face  ; but  his  voice 
was  altered  and  impaired,  and  he  spoke  like 
a person  labouring-  under  a very  severe  cold 
in  the  head,  as  it  is  called.  The  membi*ane 
lining  the  septum  in  the  left  nostril  was 
slightly  red  and  excoriated ; but  no  appear- 
ance of  uleeration  within  either  nostril  could 
be  discerned. 

He  said,  this  complaint  had  existed  six 
months,  and  had  cost  him  a good  deal  of 
money  in  advice  and  medicines,  without  get- 
' ting  better.  His  health  did  not  seem  to  be 
materially  impaired.  In  tlie  groins  wei*e  . 
numerous  cicatrices  of  fistulse,  and  ulcers 
from  buboes,  which  had  formed  five  years 
ago.  These  had  been  mistaken  for  venereal, 
and  treated  as  such  ; and  as  they  had  re- 
peatedly healed  and  broken  out,  he  had 
undergone  a good  deal  of  mercuiial  disci- 
pline at  different  times. 

He  was  ordered  to  snuff  up  the  nostrils, 
frequently  in  the  day,  a small  quantity  of 
a lotion  composed  of  calomel  and  lime-water ; 
and  at  night  to  smear  the  internal  surface  of 
tlie  nostrils  with  the  diluted  citrine  ointment} 
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and  to  take,  daily,  a pint  of  the  Decoct. 
Ulmi  Comp. 

Under  this  plan  of  treatment,  the  dis- 
charge from  the  nose  gradually  diminished, 
the  tumefaction  and  redness  of  the  lip  and 
cheek  subsided,  his  voice  became  clearer  and 
more  natural;  and  at  the  end  of  about  six 
Aveeks  he  ceased  to  attend  at  the  Dispensary, 
being  at  that  time  free  from  complaint. 


CASE  IV. 

OZCENA. 

Margaret  Lowday,  a married  woman, 
thirty-nine  years  of  age,  became  a patieat 
under  my  care,  at  the  St.  George’s  and  St. 
James’s  Dispensary,  Aug.  21,  1819,  labour- 
ing under  the  following  symptoms. 

There  was  considerable  tumefaction,  and 
much  tenderness,  of  the  integuments  cover- 
ing the  Ossa  Nasi ; constant  pain  and  soreness 
within  the  nostrils,  from  whence  issued  an 
abundant  discharge  of  puriform,  offensive 
matter,  mixed  with  lumps  of  thick,  inspis- 
sated mucus.  The  pituitary  membrane  lin- 
ing the  nostrils  Avas  red,  thickened,  and  ex- 
coriated; and  through  the  cartilaginous  sep- 
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turn,  supporting  the  vomer,  was  an  extensive 
ulcerated  perforation.  In  the  roof  of  the 
mouth  was  an  ulcer  as  large  as  a horse-bean, 
through  which  dead  bone  could  be  felt  with 
a probe ; and  the  mucous  membrane,  sur- 
rounding it,  was  of  a deeper  red  colour  than 
usual. 

She  was  a good  deal  emaciated,  and  much 
reduced  in  health  and  spirits,  had  lost  her 
appetite,  and  complained  of  pains  in  all  her 
limbs  that  kept  her  awake  at  night.  Her 
bowels  were  rather  sluggish ; and  she  had 
a white  furred  tongue. 

She  said,  that,  about  eleven  years  ago, 
while  in  a state  of  pregnancy,  her  husband 
communicated  to  her  the  venereal  disease, 
for  which  she  went  through  a course  of  mer- 
cury after  her  lying-in,  and  got  well ; and  had 
enjoyed  veiy  good  health,  and  been  a stout 
woman,  ever  since,  until  about  six  or  eight 
weeks  before  her  application  for  relief.  At 
that  time  she  became  affected  with  violent 
headaches  ; and  when  they  had  lasted  a fort- 
night, a discharge  of  • yellow  matter  .took 
place  from  the  nostrils ; and  as  this  increased, 
the  pain  in  the  head  had  subsided.  At  the 
expiration  of  another  fortnight  the  ulcer  ap- 
peared in  the  roof  of  the  mouth  ; and  since 
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then  she  had  been  attacked  with  the  pains  in 
her  limbs. 

She  was  directed  to  drink  a pint  of  the 
Decoctum.  Uhni  Comp,  every  day;  to  take 
ten  grains  of  Dover’s  Powder  at  bedtime,  and 
to  snuff  the  black  wash  up  her  nostrils,  three 
or  four  times  a day. 

Under  this  plan  her  health  soon  began  to 
improve,  and  by  the  4th  of  September  the 
pains  in  her  limbs  were  nearly  removed.  But 
the  discharge  from  the  nostrils  continued, 
and  the  ulcer  in  the  roof  of  the  mouth  en* 
larged  to  the  size  of  a shilling,  with  high 
edges,  and  the  bottom  of  it  was  filled  with 
dead  bone. 

Oct.  2.  Four  large  pieces  of  dead  bone 
were  discharged  through  the  ulcer  in  the 
mouth ; and  a part  of  the  fluids  taken  into 
the  mouth,  now  returned  through  the  nose. 
About  this  time  the  weather  had  become  cold 
rather  suddenly ; and  the  pains  returned  in 
her  limbs. 

She  was  desired  to  continue  the  same 
plan,  and  in  addition,  to  take  five  grains  of 
the  extract  of  Hemlock  twice  a day. 

Oct.  16.  Two  more  large  pieces  of  dead 
bone  were  taken  away  from  the  ulcer  in  the 
mouth ; the  pains  were  much  relieved. 
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Oct.  26.  Another  smaller  portion  of  dead 
bone  separated  from  the  ulcer  in  the  roof  of 
the  mouth. 

After  this  no  more  dead  bone  could  be 
perceived ; the  discharge  from  the  nostrils  con- 
tinued to  decrease,  and  the  offensive  smell 
which  had  accompanied  it,  went  off. 

Dec.  7.  The  ulcer  in  the  roof  of  the 
mouth  was  healed,  leaving  an  opening  nearly 
as  large  as  a shilling,  communicating  with  the 
cavity  of  the  nostrils.  Through  this,  fluids 
passed  into  the  nose;  and  her  voice  was 
much  impaired  and  weakened.  There  was 
scarcely  any  discharge  from  the  nostrils,  her 
health  and  strength  were  very  much  im- 
proved, and  she  had  gained  flesh.  The  Ossa 
Nasi,  not  having  been  included  in  the  ra- 
vages of  the  disease,  the  bridge  of  the  nose 
was  but  very  slightly  depressed. 

\ 

CASE  V. 

PSORIASIS  DIFFUSA. 

Henry  Salmon,  fifty-four  years  of  age, 
became  a patient  at  the  St.  George’s  and  St. 
James’s  Dispensary,  Sept.  10,  1818.  Over  the 
greater  part  of  the  left  leg,  and  the  upper 
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part  of  the  foot,  in  the  right  ham,  and  on 
both  arms,  were  numerous  broad  irregular 
shaped  patches  of  Psoriasis  Diffusa,  from 
whence  exuded  an  abundant  discharge  of 
thin,  ichorous  matter,  part  of  wln’ch  was  con- 
creted into  thin  crusts  or  scabs.  The  skin 
covering  these  parts  had  a vivid  red,  excori- 
ated appearance ; and  he  complained  of  much 
hot,  pungent,  smarting  pain,  especially  on 
going  near  a fire,  and  after  getting  warm 
in  bed. 

He  had  been  suffering  from  this  complaint 
between  three  and  four  months ; but  his  ge- 
neral health  did  not  seem  to  be  much  im- 
paired. 

I desired  him  to  live  upon  a plain  mo- 
derate diet,  and  to  abstain  from  beer,  and 
fermented  liquors. 

He  was  at  first  put  on  the  Plummer’s 
pill,  and  the  Subcarbonate  of  Soda  with  Sul- 
phur; but  liis  complaints  continuing  to  in- 
crease rather  than  otherwise,  these  medicines 
were  discontinued  at  the  end  of  a fortnight, 
and  he  began  to  take  a pint,  daily,  of  the 
Decoct.  Ulrni  Comp. 

By  the  15th  of  October  all  the  incrus- 
tations had  disappeared,  the  discharge  had 
ceased,  and  the  vivid  colour  of  the  eruptions 
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had  much  faded.  The- irritation  and  smart- 
ing pain  were  diminished,  and  affected  him  - 
chiefly  at  night.  He  continued  to  take  his 
medicine,  and  to  attend  at  the  Dispensary, 
but  not  very  regulai  ly ; and  the  further  pro- 
gress towards  amendment  was  consequently 
slower.  There  was,  however,  no  return  of 
the  discharge ; the  discolouration  of  the  skin 
gradually  disappeared,  and  in  the  beginning 
of  the  following  January  was  scarcely  visible. 
In  proportion  as  the  skin  recovered  its  na- 
tural appearance,  the  itching  and  irritation 
went  off;  and  after  this  time  he  ceased  to 
attend. 

The  only  topical  applications  which  this 
man  used,  were  warm  water,  and  the  Un- 
gneutum  Zinci,  at  first  combined  with  an 
equal  proportion  of  Ung.  Plumbi  Snperace- 
tatis,  and  afterwards  alone. 


CASE  VI. 

( 

PAINS  IN  THE  LIMBS,  AND  DlSEASfl  OF  THE 
TESTICLE,  AFTER  THE  IMPROPER  USE  OF 
mercury  for  the  cure  of  GONORRHCEA. 


James  Hall,  aged  thirty-two  years,  by 
trade  a baker,  was  admitted  a patient  under 
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my  care  at  the  St.  George’s  and  St.  James’s 
Dispensary,  Oct.  9,  1817,  complaining  of 
severe  erratic  pains  in  his  limbs,  chiefly  af- 
fecting the  knees,  legs,  and  ankles,  and  keep- 
ing him  awakf  at  night.  He  had  a painful 
enlargement  of  a submaxillary  gland ; and 
the  right  testicle  was  swollen  to  the  size  of  a 
large  hen’s  egg,  of  a uniform,  somewhat 
pyramidal-shaped  figure,  hard,  with  occa- 
sional shooting  pain  through  it,  and  accom- 
panied with  painful  fulness  and  thickening  of 
the  spermatic  chord  from  the  testicle  to  the 
ring  of  the  external  abdominal  muscle.  His 
gums  were  worn  away  from  the  teeth  by  the 
action  of  mercury ; he  was  considerably  ema- 
ciated and  debilitated ; had  an  impaired  ap-  - 
petite,  and  white  tongue ; his  countenance 
was  pale  and  dejected,  and  he  looked,  alto- 
gether, extremely  out  of  health. 

He  stated,  that,  about  a year  before,  he 
contracted  a gonorrhoea,  accompanied  with 
Ardor  Urinae  and  Chordae,  for  the  cure  of 
which  he  consulted  a practitioner,  from  whose 
prescriptions  and  medicines  he  derived  no 
relief.  At  the  end  of  six  months  the  dis- 
charge still  continuing  profuse,  with  pain 
and  irritation  in  voiding  his  urine,  he  placed 
himself  under  the  direction  of  another  practi- 
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tioner,  who  put  him  on  a course  of  mercurial 
pills,  which,  he  said,  he  had  continued  to  take 
without  intermission  until  within  a week  be- 
fore his  application  at  the  Dispensary.  In  a 
short  time  after  he  had  commenced  this  disci- 
pline his  mouth  became  salivated ; at  the  end 
of  three  or  four  months  he  was  attacked  with 
pains  in  all  his  limbs,  and  swelling  of  the 
right  ankle  and  both  knees,  so  severe  as  to 
prevent  him  from  following  his  occupation, 
and  to  deprive  him  of  sleep.  His  health  suf- 
fered— he  lost  his  appetite  and  strength  ; and 
within  the  last  ten  days  his  testicle  had  be- 
come enlarged  and  painful. 

At  the  time  of  his  admission,  the  dis- 
charge from  the  urethra  was  so  trifling  as  to 
be  scarcely  perceptible. 

He  was  put  on  a course  of  the  Decoct. 
Sarsap.  Comp,  of  which  he  took  a pint  daily ; 
and  ten  grains  of  Dover’s  Powder  at  bedtime. 
He  had  the  Sal  Ammoniac  lotion  for  the  tes- 
ticle, which  was,  also,  supported  in  a bag 
truss. 

In  less  than  a week  the  pains  in  his  limbs 
were  much  relieved,  he  got  more  sleep  at 
night,  and  the  swelling  of  the  testicle  and 
chord  began  to  subside.  By  the  end  of  the 
month  the  testicle  was  very  little  larger  than 
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natural,  but  the  Epididymis  was  somewhat 
harder  than  it  ought  to  be;  the  swelling  of 
the  submaxillary  gland  had  nearly  disappear- 
ed ; and  he  complained  only  of  stiffness  in  the 
joints. 

Nov.  6*  He  had  no  complaint,  but  of  a 
little  pain  in  the  right  ankle.  He  had  re- 
gained his  flesh  and  strength  very  consider- 
' ably ; but  I did'  not  permit  him  to  discon- 
tinue his  decoction  until  the  middle  of  De- 
cember; when  having  no  appearance  of  com- 
plaint remaining,  except  a very  slight  indura- 
tion in  the  Epididymis,  he  was  discharged. 

March  6,  1819.' This  man  again  applied 
at  the  Dispensary.  He  said,  that  he  had  re- 
mained quite  well  from  the  period  of  his  dis- 
charge, until  November  1818,  at  which  time 
a return  of  the  swelling  took  place  in  the  tes-^ 
tide,  accompanied  with  considerable  pain  and 
hardness  ; and  that  an  abscess  had  formed  in 
it,  and  burst  about  six  weeks  before  I saw 
him.  At  that  time,  the  testicle  was  as 
large  as  a duck’s  egg,  uniform  in  its  figure, 
hard  and  heavy,  but  not  very  painful.  In 
the  scrotum  was  an  ulcerated  opening,  as 
large  as  a sixpence,  communicating  with  the 
cavity  of  the  abscess,  and  discharging  thick 
purulent  matter : and  at  this  part  the  integu- 
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nients  were  closely  united  to  the  body  of  the 
testicle.  The  chord  was  free  from  disease. 

He  was  ordered  to  take  a pint  daily  of  the 
Decoct.  Ulmi  Co.  to  rub  half  a drachm  of 
mercurial  ointment'  upon  the  testicle  every 
night  at  bedtime,  and  to  cover  it  with  a lin- 
seed meal  poultice. 

Soon  after  he  had  entered  upon  this  plan 
of  treatment,  a fungous  flesh  sprouted  up 
from  the  testicle,  and  protruded  above  the 
level  of  the  integuments.  This,  however, 
gave  no  trouble;  the  testicle  rapidly  subsided; 
and  as  this  process  went  on,  the  fungus  dis-  ' 
appeared;  and  by  the  1st  of  April  the  ulcer 
was  completely  healed.  In  another  week  the 
testicle  was  reduced  to  its  natural  size ; but 
still  continued  indurated,  and  adhering  to 
the  integuments.  He  now  began  to  complain 
of  a return  of  his  former  pains,  and  swelling 
about  the  ankjes.  In  consequence  of  this, 
the  mercurial  ointment  was  left  olF,  and  a 
hemlock  poultice  substituted  in  its  place. 
Towards  the  middle  of  May  thp  pain  in  the 
ankles  became  very  much  augmented,  and 
was  accompanied  with  extensive  tumefaction 
and  tenderness  about  the  lower  extremity  of 
the  right  fibula;  and  in  the  knees  and  larger 
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joints.  These  pains  very  much  resembled 
those  of  rheumatism,  and  were  attended  with 
a high  degree  of  febrile  excitement,  a quick 
pulse,  and  a very  furred,  loaded  tongue  ; and 
deprived  him  of  rest  and  sleep.  He  lost  his 
flesh  and  appetite,  and  became  exceedingly 
debilitated  towards  the  termination  of  the  at- 
tack, which  proved  very  obstinate,  and  did 
not  begin  to  subside  until  the  middle  of  July. 
He  then  returned  to  the  use  of  the  Decoct. 
Ulmi  Co.  which  had  been  suspended  during 
the  violence  of  the  attack,  and  in  each  pint  of 
it  he  took  a drachm  of  the  diluted  Nitric 
Acid. 

Under  the  use  of  this  combination  the 
remnants  of  his  pains  subsided  more  rapidly ; 
he  improved  in  health  and  spirits,  and  began 
'.to  pick  up  flesh  and  strength.  But  his  means 
. of  subsistence  were  very  scanty;  he  lived  in  a 
small  room  in  a public  house,  in  a confined 
part  of  the  town;  and  there  was  reason  to 
believe,  that  he  was  neither  very  attentive  to 
his  mode  of  living  nor  regular  in  taking  his 
medicines.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is 
not  surprising  that  his  amendment  was  ra- 
ther slow.  In  the  beginning  of  September  he 
had  an  opportunity  of  going  into  the  country, 
which  I strongly  advised  him  to  avail  himself 
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of ; and  since  then  I have  heard  nothing 
of  him.  / 


CASE  VII. 

0 

SECONDARY  SYMPTOMS,  FOLLOWING  SLOUGHING 
ULCERS  ON  THE  PR-®PUCE  AND  CLANS  PENIS. 

Hezekiah  Herbert,  thirty  years  of  age, 
became  a patient  under  my  eare,  at  the  St. 
George’s  and  St.  James’s  Dispensary,  Dec. 
12, 1818,  labouring  under  the  following  symp- 
toms. 

There  was  elongation,  thickening,  and 
partial  phymosis  of  the  prsepuce;  painful, 
irregular,  jagged,  sloughy  ulcerations  on  the 
glans  penis,  which  had  penetrated,  on  the 
upper  side,  deep  into  its  substance,  a consi- 
derable portion  of  which  was  destroyed;  and, 
on  the  under  part,  had  eroded  the  freenum, 
and  made  a eonsiderable  opening  into  the 
canal  of  the  urethra  at  that  part,  through 
which  a large  portion  of  his  urine  was  voided. 
He  had,  also,  extensive  ill-conditioned  ulcera- 
tion of  the  internal  praepuce,  and  around  the 
corona  glandis  ; with  the  cicatrices  of  other 
ulcers  that  had  now  healed.  He  had  lost  his 
health  and  strength,  had  a sallow,  sickly 
countenance,  and  was  much  emaciated. 
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He  stated,  that,  three  months  before  his 
application  at  the  Dispensary,  eight  or  nine 
days  after  a suspicious  connexion,  he  observ- 
ed a sore  on  the  internal  prsepuce,  close  to 
its  junction  with  the  corona  glandis,  for 
which  he  consulted  an  apothecary,  who  put 
him  under  a course  of  mercurial  medicines, 
that  made  his  gums  and  mouth  sore;  but  the 
ulcer  spread,  and  became  very  painful,  and 
was  soon  followed  bv  tumefaction  and  inflam- 
mation  of  the  praepuce,  with  phymosis,  which 
terminated  in  the  extensive  sloughing  already 
described. 

His  gums  were  still  sore  from  the  effects 
of  the  Mercury. 

I directed  him  to  take  a pint,  daily,  of  the 
Decoct.  Uhni  Co.  with  thirty  drops  of  Nitric 
Acid ; and  to  apply  a sedative  lotion  to  the 
ulcerations. 

The  sores  soon  assumed  a cleaner  and 
more  healthy  appearance;  and  on  the  5th  of 
January  were  beginning  to  cicatrize ; but  his 
health  did  not  improve  in  the  same  pro- 
portion, and  he  continued  pale,  and  thin, 
and  weak.  On  the  9th  of  January  there  had 
appeared  on  the  forehead  close  to  the  edge  of 
the  hairy  scalp,  two  ecthymatons  pustules, 
which  ulcerated,  and  became  covered  with 
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soft  yellow,  scabby  crusts,  one  of  which  was 
about  the  size  of  a shilling,  the  other  of  a 
sixpence.  At  the  same  time  there  took  place 
ulceration  of  the  cartilage  of  the  vomer, 
through  which  it  soon  penetrated,  forming^an 
opening  large  enough  to  admit  a pea. 

The  healing  of  the  ulcers  on  the  glans 
penis  and  praepuce  proceeded  with  great  ra- 
pidity ; and  by  the  I4th  January,  that  process 
was  completed  in  all  the  sores,  except'  that 
which  had  penetrated  into  the  canal  of  the 
urethra.  Through  this  the  urine  passed  in  a 
full  stream ; and  although  the  ulceration 
soon  after  healed,  the  new  opening  was  not 
filled  up. 

On  the  23d,  the  crusts  had  fallen  off 
from  the  ulcerations  on  the  forehead ; the 
ulceration  on  the  nose  was  free  from  pain,  and 
in  a healing  state,  and  he  was  improving  in 
health,  and  regaining  strength,  daily. 

By  the  middle  of  February  all  his  symp- 
toms had  disappeared,  and  the  ulcer  in  the 
cartilage  of  .the  Septum  Nasi  was  healed, 
leaving  a permanent  perforation  through  it. 
Nevertheless,  he  continued  to  take  the  Decoc- 
tum  Ulmi  Comp,  until  the  11th  of  March, 
when  he  said,  he  was  in  as  good  health  and 
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Strength  as  before  the  attack;  and  he  was 
discharged  as  cured. 

But  the  term  of  his  convalescence  was  of 
short  duration.  On  the  15th  of  April  he  re- 
turned to  the  Dispensary,  complaining  of 
pains  in  his  shins,  and  in  the  small  of  his 
legs,  which  were  worse  at  night,  and  disturb- 
ed his  rest.  He  had,  also,  headache,  and 
tenderness  of  the  scalp : and  within  the  last 
four  or  five  days,  the  old  eruptions  on  the 
forehead  had  become  red  and  painful,  and 
were  covered  with  thin  yellow  crusts  as  large 
as  half-crown  pieces.  On  the  top  of  his  head 
two  pustules  had  formed,  similar  to  those 
which  had  appeared  on  his  forehead,  and 
were,  now,  covered  with  the  same  kind  of  soft 
scabs.  He  complained  of  soreness  in  the 
throat,  and  painful  deglutition ; and  on  in- 
specting the  throat,  the  fauces  were  observed 
to  be  red,  and  slightly  inflamed,  but  with- 
out any  appearance  of  ulceration. 

' He  was  losing  flesh,  had  a pale,  sickly 
countenance,  felt  weak  and  languid,  and  had 
restless,  uncomfortable  nights. 

He  was  directed  to  get  the  hair  shaved  off 
from  round  the  eruptions  on  the  scalp,  and  to 
apply  to  them,  and  to  those  on  the  forehead. 
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some  of  the  diluted  citrine  ointment  twice  a 
day. 

He  had  ten  grains  of  the  Pulv.  Ipecac. 
Co.  to  take  every  night  at  bedtime  ; and,  du- 
ring the  day,  he  took  a pint  of  the  Decoct. 
Ulmi  Co.  in  which,  as  his  bowels  were  slug- 
gish and  confined,  two  drachms  of  Epsom 
salts  were  dissolved, 

April  24.  The  scabs  had  separated  from 
the  eruptions  on  his  forehead  and  scalp,  leav- 
ing reddish,  shining,  smooth  cicatrices  under- 
neath ; his  pains ' were  much  relieved  ; and 
the  soreness  in  the  throat  was  nearly  re- 
moved. 

May  4.  The  redness  of  the  cicatrices  was 
disappearing;  his  throat  was  quite  well;  and 
he  no  longer  complained  of  headache,  or  ten- 
derness in  the  scalp.  But  his  ankles  were 
beginning  to  swell  towards  night,  and  be- 
come painful ; and  a small  idcer  formed  on 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  vomer  in  the 
right  nostril. 

May  15.  The  ulcer  in  the  nose  was  clean, 
and  not  painful.  He  now  complained  of 
soreness  in  the  throat,  and  of  pain  and  diffi- 
culty of  swallowing;  and  behind  the  posterior 
arch  of  the  palate,  on  the  left  side,  was 
observed  a sloughy  ulcer  about  the  size  of  a 
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horse-bean.  The  slough,  however,  soon  sepa- 
rated; and  by  the  25  th,  the  ulcer  was  quite 
healed.  There  was  very  little  soreness  in  the 
nostril,  and  the  discharge  had  nearly  ceased. 
The  swelling . about  the  ankles  had  almost 
subsided,  and  he  had  only  occasional  pain  in 
one  leg. 

Until  this  time  he  had  continued  thin  and 
weak,  and  obtained  little  sleep  after  one  or 
two  o’clock  in  the  morning.  But  he  now 
picked  up  flesh,  and  recovered  his  health  and 
strength  very  fast,  and  in  the  end  of  June 
went  into  the  country.  I did  not  see  him 
again  till  the  24th  of  August.  He  then  re- 
turned to  the  Dispensary,  the  eruptions  on 
the  top  of  the  head  having  again  broken  out, 
and  gone  into  ulcerations,  each  larger  tlian  a 
sixpence  and  covered  with  scabs : he  had, 
also,  a painful  swelling  of  the  periosteum 
covering  the  lower  part  of  the  right  tibia. 
Tlie  throat  and  nose  remained  quite  well. 

He  was  again  put  on  the  Decoct.  Ulmi 
Co.  the  use  of  which  had  been  interrupted 
during  his  visit  to  the  country;  and  the  soreS 
on  the  head  were  dressed  with  Ung.  Hydrarg. 
Nitrico-oxydi. 

The  scabs  separated  from  the  ulcers  on 
the  head,  which  assumed  a healthy  appear- 
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ance,  and  by  the  end  of  September  were 
skinned  over.  By  this  time,  also,  the  swell- 
ing of  the  periosteum  was  nearly  dispersed, 
and  free  from  pain.  His  countenance  and 
general  appearance  were  likewise  much  im- 
proved, although  he  still  complained  of  rest- 
less nights  and  much  debility.  In  this  state 
he  went  into  the  country  towards  the  end  of 
October,  where  he  remained  nearly  a month ; 
and  did  not  call  on  me  again  till  the  27th  of 
November  r at  which  time  he  had  picked  up  a 
great  deal  of  health  and  flesh  ; he  had  re- 
covered strength,  had  a clear  healthy  counte- 
nance, and  had  no  complaint  remaining  but 
slight  excoriation  of  the  cicatrices  on  the 
scalp,  and  a little  increased  mucous  discharge 
from  the  left  nostril. 

He  said  he  intended  to  return  into  the 
country  immediately,  a measure  which  I 
strongly  approved  of ; and  I have  not  seen,  oi* 
heard  of  him  since. 

CASE  VIII. 

SCROFULOUS  ABSCESSES,  WITH  PAINFUL  CON- 
TRACTION AND  STIFFNESS  OF  THE  ELBOW. 

John  Kendrick,  a post-boy,  twenty-eight 
years  of  age,  and  with  all  the  characters  of 
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Scrofula  strongly  marked  in  his  countenance 
and  general  appearance,  was  admitted  under 
my  care  at  the  St.  George’s  and  St.  James’s 
Dispensary,  January  12,  1819. 

In  his  neck,  and  in  the  left  axilla,  were 
several  large  scrofulous  tumours  and  ab- 
scesses, which  had  existed  for  upwards  of 
twelve  months,  and  were  discharging  a consi- 
derable quantity  of  curdly  and  thin  oily  mat- 
ter. In  the  neck  the  tumours  were  as  large 
as  ducks’  eggs,  and  disfigured  him  very 
-much,  by  projecting  beyond  the  edge  of  the 
■ lovver  jaw.  He  complained  of  pains,  re- 
. sembling  those  of  rheumatism,  in  his  joints 
and  limbs ; and  there  was  so  much  contraction 
and  stiffness  of  the  right  elbow,  that  he  was 
unable  to  perform  the  motions  of  the  joint, 
and  the  attempt  excited  considerable  pain. 
He  had  a furred  tongue ; a quick  feeble 
pulse ; his  face  had  a hectic  flush  upon  it,  and 
he  was  weak  and  emaciated. 

He  was  directed  to  take  five  grains  of 
Plummer’s  Pill  every  night  at  bedtime ; to 
drink,  daily,  a pint  of  the  Decoct.  Ulnii  Co. 
to  which  was  added  a drachm  of  Liquor 
Potassse ; and  to  cover  the  abscesses  with  a 
linseed  meal  poultice. 
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The  quantity  of  Liquor  Potassse  was  gra- 
gually  increased  to  two  drachms  and  a half. 

Jan.  19.  The  discharge  from  the  ab- 
scesses had  assumed  a more  purulent  appear- 
ance ; and  was  reduced  in  quantity.  The 
pains  in  his  limbs  were  not  so  severe ; he  had 
a cleaner  tongue,  and  was  improving  in  his 
general  health. 

Feb.  13.  The  amendment  in  his  health 
had  encouraged  him  to  resume  his  occupa- 
tion as  a post-boy,  and  he  had  been  exposed 
to  very  wet  and  inclement  weather ; the  con- 
sequence of  which  was  a return  of  the  pains 
in  his  limbs,  and  increased  stiffness  in  the 
right  elbow.  There  was  no  tumefaction 
about  the  joint,  nor  in  the  arm;  but  the  limb 
was  kept  in  the  half-bent  state,  apparently  by 
a contraction  and  rigidity  of  the  tendon 
of  the  biceps  muscle;  and  the  attempt  to 
straighten  it,  gave  a great  deal  of  pain. 
Nevertheless,  the  tumours  in  the  neck  and 
axilla  were  very  considerably  reduced,  and 
t he  abscesses  continued  to  close  up  and  heal. 

The  same  medicines  were  continued,  and 
a blister  was  applied  upon  the  arm  over  the 
biceps  muscle. 

Feb.  26.  The  pains  in  the  limbs  were  re- 
lieved; the  motions  of  the  elbow  were  nearly 
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perfectly  restored;  and  the  abscesses  in  the 
neck  and  axilla  were  almost  all  healed  up, 
and  the  tumours  dispersed.  His  health  was 
greatly  improved ; and  he  had  regained  flesh 
and  strength. 

He  was  desired  to  follow  up  the  plan 
of  treatment,  and  to  continue  his  attendance 
at  the  Dispensary;  but  I saw  no  more  of  him. 


CASE  IX. 

PAINS  IN  THE  LIMBS  AFTER  A COURSE  OP 
MERCURY  FOR  THE  CURE  OF  AN  ULCER  ON 
THE  CORONA  GLANDIS. 

Hugh  Penny,  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
was  admitted  a patient  at  the  St.  George’s 


and  St.  James’s  Dispensary,  June  17,  1819.  < 

He  said,  that,  four  months  ago,  he  con-  | 

tracted  a chancre  behind  the  corona  glandis,  I 

for  the  cure  of  which  he  took  mercurial  pills  i 


so  as  to  make  his  mouth  sore.  The  ulcer 
healed  in  three  weeks  ; and  at  the  expiration  j 

of  another  week  he  left  off  his  pills.  A fort- 
night  afterwards  he  got  wet  through,  and  im-  -j 

mediately  became  affected  with  severe  pains  | 

in  his  limbs,  and  swelling  and  stiffness  of  the  i 

larger  joints ; which  had  gradually  increased,  ) 
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and,  at  the  time  of  his  admission,  were  so 
severe  that  he  could  hardly  turn  himself  in 
bed,  and  got  little  or  no  sleep  at  night.  He 
had  lost  flesh,  and  looked  much  out  of  health. 

I ordered  him  to  take  a pint  of  the 
Decoct.  Ulrni  Comp,  every  day,  and  ten 
grains  of  Dovers  Powder  at  bedtime.  In 
about  three  weeks  after  he  had  commenced 
this  plan  of  treatment  his  complaints  had 
considerably  subsided;  his  progress  towards 
amendment  was  progressive  and  uninterrupt- 
ed; and  in  the  beginning  of  August  he  was 
discharged  cured. 

CASE  X. 

ACNE  PUNCTATA. 

Sarah  Burroughs,  twenty  years  of  age, 
was  admitted  under  my  care,  June  15,  1819, 
with  Acne  Punctata,  in  an  aggravated  form, 
occupying  the  whole  of  her  face  and  forehead, 
and  disfiguring  her  countenance  most  ex- 
ceedingly. The  black  points  were  very  nu- 
merous, and  thickly  set ; and  upon  the 
cheeks,  temples,  and  forehead,  there  were 
interspersed  a number  of  hard,  red,  promi- 
nent tubercles  as  large  as  peas,  several  of 
which  were  in  a state  of  slow  suppuration, 
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accompanied  with  a good  deal  of  pain;  and 
some,  which  had  undergone  that  process  and 
burst,  were  covered  with  thin  crusts  or  scabs. 
She  said,  that  she  had  been  suffering  from 
this  complaint  six  years  or  more;  and  had 
consulted  as  many  as  six  or  seven  medical 
men,  without  deriving  any  relief.  Her  ge- 
neral health  was  unimpaired ; but  she  was 
subject  to  occasional  pain  under  the  false  ribs 
on  the  right  ^ide,  and  to  habitual  costive- 
ness ; and  she  had  a white  furred  tongue. 

She  was  at  first  put  upon  an  alterative 
course  of  the  blue  pill  and  rhubarb;  and  had  a 
solution  of  the  Oxyde  of  Zinc,  in  an  emulsion 
of  the  bitter  almond  to  apply  two  or  three 
times  a day  to  the  face.  But  no  material  ad- 
vantage was  derived  from  this  plan ; fresh 
tubercles  continued  to  come  out  in  succes- 
sion, and  to  suppurate,  in  the  same  way  as 
the  preceding  ones.  On  the  20th  of  July,  I 
therefore  desired  her  to  desist  from  this  plan, 
and  to  take  a pint  a day,  of  the  Decoct. 
Ulmi  Co.  with  a drachm  of  the  Liquor  Po- 
tassje  added  to  it ; to  smear  the  face  all  over, 
when  she  went  to  bed  at  night,  with  Zinc 
ointment,  and  let  it  remain  on  all  night ; 
and,  diu'ing  the  day,  to  wash  her  face  three  or 


I 


ELM  BARK.  23 1 

four  times  with  a sj)irituous  embrocation,  and 
rub  it  dry  with  a iiard  towel. 

The  dose  of  the  Liquor  Potassae  was  gra- 
dually increased  to  two  drachms ; and  her 
bowels  were  kept  open  by  small  doses  of 
Epsom  salts. 

During  the  first  eight  or  ten  days  after 
she  had  commenced  this  mode  of  treatment, 
suppuration  advanced  more  rapidly  in  the 
tubercles,  and  the  discharge  from  them  was 
increased  in  quantity.  But  no  fresh  ones 
formed,  and  the  old  ones  healed,  and  dis- 
appeared much  faster  than  formerly.  The 
black  spots  dried,  and  fell  out,  and  very  few 
new  ones  made  their  appearance.  In  the  be- 
ginning of  September,  she  said,  that  her  face 
had  not  been  so  clear  from  the  eruption  for 
several  years.  She  persevered  steadily  in  the 
use  of  her  remedies ; the  large  red  tubercles 
entirely  disappeared,  and  in  the  middle  of 
November  there  were  only  a few  scattered 
black  dots  observable  on  her  forehead  and 
cheeks,  the  rest  of  her  complexion  being  per-  . 
fectly  clear  and  healthy,  and  her  face  much 
more  round  and  plump  than  wiieii  she  was 
admitted  at  the  Dispensary. 

Q 1 


232 


KLM  BARK. 


CASE  XI. 

CHRONIC  PAINS  AND  SWELLING  OF  THE  JOINTS, 
WITH  ENLARGEMENT  OF  THE  TESTICLE,  AND 
INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  INTERNAL  TUNICS  OF 
THE  EYE. 

John  Davis,  an  iron-founder,  about  thirty 
years  of  age,  became  a patient  under  my 
care  at  the  St.  George’s  and  St.  James’s  Dis- 
pensary, November  21,  1818.  At  that  time 
he  was  confined  to  his  bed  with  chronic  rheu- 
matism, affecting  nearly  all  the  larger  joints, 
but  especially  the  knees  and  ankles,  which 
were  swollen,  stiff,  and  so  painful,  that  it 
was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  he  was  able  to 
move  himself  in  bed.  The  left  testicle  was 
enlarged  to  the  size  of  a large  orange,  hard, 
tense,  and  heavy  ; it  was  uniform,  and  nearly 
spherical  in  its  figure,  and  painful  when,  and 
for  some  time  after  being  handled;  at  other 
. times  there  was  a constant  dull  aching  unea- 
siness in  it.  The  chord  was  enlarged  and 
tender,  but  not  indurated. 

He  had  a quick,  and  rather  full  pulse ; a 
white  furred  tongue ; was  greatly  emaciated  ; 
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got  very  little  rest  at  night ; had  a bad  appe- 
tite, and  a sallow,  unhealthy  countenance. 

He  said,  that  he  had  been  confined  to  his 
bed  with  these  complaints  for  eleven  months, 
and  that  they  were  daily  getting  worse,  al- 
though his  master,  for  whom  he  worked, 
had  employed  a surgeon  of  considerable  emi- 
nence to  attend  him;  and  that  he  did  not 
know  to  what  cause  he  could  attribute  them, 
unless  to  a gonorrhoea  he  had  had  three 
or  four  years  ago,  for  the  cure  of  which  he 
took  mercurial  pills  so  as  to  make  his  mouth 
sore. 

I directed  him  to  rub  upon  his  testicle 
half  a drachm  of  the  Unguent.  Hydrargyri  c. 
Camphorfi,  every  night;  to  take  fifteen  grains 
of  the  Pulv.  Ipecac.  Co.  at  bedtime,  and  to 
drink  daily,  a pint  of  the  Decoct.  Ulmi 
Comp,  to  which  was  added  one  drachm  of 
the  Liquor  Hydrargyri  Oxymuriatis,  and  a 
drachm  of  the  Ext.  Sarsaparillae. 

Under  the  use  of  these  means,  assisted 
by  the  application  of  a blister  to  one  of  the  . 
knees,  his  pains,  and  the  tumefaction  and 
stiffness  of  the  joints,  very  rapidly  subsided. 
The  testicle  became  daily  less  in  size,  softer, 
and  more  free  from  pain.  He  recovered  his 
flesh  and  appetite,  and  obtained  refreshing 
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sleep  at  night.  By  the  inidclle  of  January 
following,  the  testicle  was  reduced  to  half  its 
former  dimensions,  and  his  health  was  so 
much  restored  that  he  left  off  his  medicines, 
without  leave,  and  very  imprudently  resumed 
his  heavy  and  laborious  employment. 

During  this  time  the  quantity  of  the  Li- 
quor Hydrargyri  Oxymuriatis  and  of  the 
Ext.  Sarsapai’illae  had  been  increased  to  three 
drachms  in  each  pint  of  the  decoction,  with- 
out his  gums  having  been  affected  by  the 
mercury ; and  the  Sal  Ammoniac  lotion  had 
been  substituted  for  the  mercurial  ointment 
and  camphor  to  the  testicle. 

On  the  30th  of  January  he  came  to  the 
Dispensary  suffering  under  a very  severe  at- 
tack of  Ophthalmia,  with  pustules  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  transparent  Cornea.  In 
three  days  the  inflammation  extended  to  the 
internal  tunics.  Beneath  the  inflamed  Con- 
junctiva was  a distinct  zone  of  red  vessels 
surrounding  the  circumference  of  the  Cornea; 
the  pupil  was  contracted  and  muddy,  and 
vision  considerably  impaired.  He  complain- 
ed of  much  deep-seated  pain  and  distention 
in  the  globe  of  the  eye,  and  of  pain  in  the 
brow  and  temple.  'J’his  attack  proved  veiy 
obstinate,  and  was  not  finally  overcome  until 
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the  beginning  of  March,  he  having  persisted 
in  going  to  his  work,  and  drinking  large 
quantities  of  porter,  while  under  the  salivat- 
ing influence  of  the  Calomel,  which  he  took 
for  the  cure  of  the  Ophthalmia. 

During  this  time,  however,  his  testicle 
had  continued  to  diminish  in  size,  and  he  had 
no  return  of  the  pains  in  his  limbs  and  joints. 
But  he  was  weak  and  debilitated.  The  Ca- 
lomel was  now,  therefore,  discontinued,  and 
he  took  a pint  of  the  Decoct.  Ulmi  Co.  every 
day,  under  which  he  rapidly  regained  his 
natural  health  and  strength,  still  following 
his  occupation  ; and  in  the  beginning  of  April 
the  testicle  was  not  larger  than  the  other, 
but  slightly  indurated.  After  this  he  came 
no  more  to  the  Dispensary. 

CASE  XII. 

ULCERS  ON  THE  TONSILS,  ERUPTIONS  ON  THE 
SKIN,  AND  PAINS  IN  THE  LIMBS. 

Stephen  Robinson,  twenty-three  years  of 
age,  applied  at  the  St.  George’s  and  St. 
James’s  Dispensary,  October  28,  1819,  hav- 
ing rather  a deep,  but  clean  ulcer,  on  each 
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tonsil.  The  anterior  edges  were  abrupt  and 
slightly  elevated,  and  he  complained  of  pain 
and  difficulty  in  swallowing.  On  his  face, 
body,  and  arms,  were  numerous  mottled 
stains  in  the  skin,  of  a pale  reddish  colour, 
and  here  and  there  a straggling,  scaly  spot, 
resembling  Lepra  Vulgaris.  -On  the  back  of 
the  right  hand  and  wrist  was  a painful,  dif- 
fused, pale  tumefaction,  arising  from  effusion 
into  the  sheaths  of  the  extensor  tendons  of 
the  fingers ; and  he  complained  of  occasional 
pain  in  the  calves  of  his  legs  and  ankles  ; 
had  restless  nights,  and  was  losing  flesh. 

He  stated,  that,  four  or  five  months  ago, 
he  had  a sore  behind  the  Corona  Glandis,  the 
cicatrix  of  which  was  still  thickened  and  in- 
durated, and  a bubo  in  the  right  groin  that 
he  had  taken  mercurial  pills  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a surgeon,  during  the  use  of  which 
the  sore  healed,  and  the  bubo  was  dispersed, 
in  about  a month ; and  that  he  bad  continued 
to  take  the  pills  for  five  or  six  weeks  after- 
wards, but  without  his  mouth  and  gums 
being  affected.  His  present  complaints  had 
existed  about  two  months. 

He  was  desired  to  take  a pint  daily,  of  the 
Decoct.  Ulmi  Co.  and  to  use  an  alum  gargle 
for  the  throat. 
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Nov.  9.  The  swelling  on  the  back  of  the 
hand,  and  wrist,  had  disappeared  ; and  his 
pains  were  much  diminished.  The  ulcers  in 
his  throat  were  clean  and  healing,  and  he 
was  able  to  swallow  with  less  pain  and  diffi- 
culty. 

Nov.  20,  The  ulcers  in  the  throat  were 
nearly  healed;  the  pains  had  entirely  left 
him;  and  the  spots  and  mottled  eruption  on 
the  skin  were  scarcely  visible. 

Dec.  11.  He  had  continued  his  medicine, 
and  had,  now,  no  complaint  left. 


THE  END. 


*.  Go»nell,  Printer,  Little  Queen  Street,  London. 
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